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When you first apply to the Sixth Form, 
you may be a little unsure about your 
final course choices and our aim is 
to support you, in every way possible, 
to help you make the right decisions.

Members of the Sir John Talbot’s Sixth 
Form team are on hand should you wish  
to discuss any part of your application or  
make any changes to the form you initially 
submit. You will also have full access to  
a member of the Shropshire Youth team  
who can provide advice and support  
when considering potential career paths  
and progression routes. 

There will be a range of events running 
throughout the year to provide both you  
and your parents/carers with all of the 
latest information on post-16 education. 
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Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award is offered in the Sixth Form
and is open to anyone who has completed DofE at Bronze 
and/or Silver level. We will also take direct entrants - students
who have not done DofE at either Bronze or Silver Level. 

Requirements
Volunteering section: 12 months. 

Physical and skills: 12 months on one and six months on the  
other – participants decide which section to complete over the  
longer time period.

Expedition: Four days and three nights (plus an acclimatisation day).

Residential section: Staying away from home for five days  
and four nights doing a shared activity. 

Direct Entry to Gold DofE  
Further six months, either volunteering or whichever one of your physical 
or skills activities you spent the most time on.

For Gold, you will need to do your programme for at least 12 months  
if you have achieved your Silver Award, or 18 months if you have started  
at Gold level without doing your Silver – even if you have done Bronze.
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Student Facilities
There is a dedicated Sixth Form centre 
which includes ICT facilities, study space, 
Sixth Form common room and Sixth Form 
kitchen facilities. Lessons will exploit the 
whole site but some lessons will make use 
of the dedicated Sixth Form classrooms.

Enrichment
In addition to your courses, you will  
also be encouraged to take part in a  
wide range of extra-curricular activities  
and additional qualifications. These will  
provide you with opportunities to make 
new friends, learn new skills and help  
to give your university application ‘the 
edge’, an important element in today’s 
competitive market. 

Whether you choose to join a sports  
team, ‘Go for Gold’ in the Duke of  
Edinburgh’s Award or become a member 
of the Student Council – it will help to  
enrich your learning adventure and equip 
you with skills to boost your university  
and job applications.

Our enrichment programme includes  
First Aid, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
Medical Work Experience Placements, 
Veterinary Work Experience Placements, 
International Travel Opportunities, Latin 
Courses, Student Council.

Advice and Guidance 
We are very fortunate to have excellent 
subject teachers who are experienced in 
teaching the advanced level curriculum.

The Sixth Form will provide you with  
more independence and flexibility,  
however, the strong pastoral care and 
support is ever present through the  
Sixth Form Leadership Team. 

Do not underestimate Advanced Level 
work – you will be stretched to ensure you 
maximise your academic achievements. 
We guide and support our students to 
become confident, independent learners, 
equipped with the skills to flourish in the 
modern day world.

Student Support
The Head of Sixth Form and the tutor 
team are responsible for all aspects of  
the Sixth Form, academic and personal. 
Every student has a personal tutor, a 
member of staff who has demonstrated 
their ability to work closely and effectively 
with students at post-16 level. Students 
also have access to the School Councillor 
for confidential support with personal  
issues and to our dedicated careers 
advisor.



The Future
A dedicated team of staff are on hand  
to assist with applications for work  
experience, internships, summer schools 
and UCAS applications. 

As a student in Sir John Talbot’s Sixth 
Form, you will have access to all the  
latest information on university course  
requirements, Oxbridge entrance exams,  
internships, apprenticeship opportunities, 
career advice and useful tips on how  
to go about picking the route that is  
right for you. 

Support includes:

University visits to a range of institutions 
across the country.

Dedicated advice and guidance throughout 
the University admissions process (UCAS).

Information on student finance, welfare 
and how to pick the right course and 
university for you.

Assistance with research into the  
various apprenticeship schemes currently 
available and help completing any relevant 
application forms.

Looking at the employment opportunities 
available and detailed discussions around 
the various career paths the ‘world of 
work’ has in store. 

Financial Support –  
16 – 19 Bursary Fund
We operate a means tested 16 – 19  
Bursary Fund for help with equipment, 
transport, visits and other sixth form  
costs. Please ask the Head of Sixth Form  
for more information on this and an 
application form.

Application Process
On the application form we ask you  
to select up to 3 subjects that you are  
interested in studying. These choices  
will be discussed with you, in depth,  
at your interview.

By interviewing each student individually, 
this gives us the opportunity to discuss  
with you personally your own needs  
and requirements and ensure that the 
programme you choose to enrol on,  
will allow you to achieve your life goals. 

Entry Requirements
We ask that students applying to the  
Sixth Form have a minimum of 5 GCSEs  
at grades 5 – 9 and aim for a grade 6  
in their chosen subject of study 
(predicted grades) 

As this is the first year of the new  
GCSE numbering system and the new 
specifications, we will take individual  
cases into account on results day.

It is possible to choose some subjects  
if you have not studied them for GCSE. 

You will be invited to attend a short, 
informal interview with the Head of Sixth 
Form to discuss your application and talk 
through your options. All places offered will 
be conditional until you have received your 
GCSE results in August and enrolment  
will take place on GCSE Results Day. 
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The Sixth Form has a good atmosphere  
and many links to the local community.  
It is small and everyone knows each other, 
which makes for a really friendly environment. 
Teachers are so supportive and are willing  
to help at any time.

Barbara Piecha, Year 13, studying Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths, Art, Extended Project 

Overview
A Level Biology is a challenging and rewarding course which builds on the concepts 
and skills developed in the GCSE Additional Science course. It covers a wide range  
of topics including Cellular Biology, Genetics, Animal Physiology, Plants and Ecology. 
This course includes a background in the core principles underpinning Biology as well 
as the latest advances in Biological research. 

Will this course suit me?
This course will suit those who have a keen interest in the study of living organisms  
and who enjoy scientific investigations. 

You will be required to carry out lab based practical work and fieldwork. 

You will need to be comfortable with both mathematical calculations and essay writing.

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.  
In addition you must have a minimum of 4 other GCSEs at grade 5 or above   
including Maths.

Opportunities
A Level Biology gives a good basis for further study in a variety of university courses 
including: biology, biochemistry, medicine, nursing, midwifery, veterinary medicine,  
genetics, forensic science, sports science, environmental studies and teaching.

Biology
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Overview
This course is designed to enable you to:

Read widely and independently, both set texts and others that you will select.

Engage creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of responding to them.

Develop and effectively apply your knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation  
through discussion, creative writing and extended responses.

Explore the contexts of the texts you are reading and others’ interpretations of them.

Become an independent and reflective reader and writer.

Will this course suit me?
The course suits those who enjoy reading widely, including both modern and classic 
texts. You should enjoy responding in detail to texts in a critical way, relishing the 
chance to discuss writers’ techniques in the form of written essays.   

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study. 

Opportunities
English Literature will give you a wide range of options when you progress to university 
including English degrees, teaching, journalism, business and law. This course  
complements many other subjects, particularly History, Philosophy and Ethics  
and Languages.

English Literature
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Overview
The opportunities for students who study Science, and especially Chemistry,  
are enormous. Careers within the scientific world are extremely rewarding and  
qualifications in Science subjects are acceptable as an entry into many other  
careers. Every time we light a match, boil an egg or simply breathe in and out,  
we perform a chemical reaction. Our bodies grow, develop and function entirely  
as a result of the chemical processes that go on within them. Most of the food  
we eat is grown with the help of chemical fertilisers and kept from rotting with  
chemical preservatives. If we are to protect the planet from the harmful effects  
of human activity, we need to understand, as clearly as possible, the complex  
chemical systems which make up our environment of land, sea and air.

The Chemistry course is designed to enable you to:

Apply your knowledge and understanding to new situations.

Develop key practical and analytical skills in the laboratory.

Appreciate the link between theory and experiment.

Realise the contribution of chemistry to society.

Solve problems often applying mathematical skills.

Will this course suit me?
Want to know more about the underlying nature of our world? Do you want to further 
develop your logic and thinking skills? Then you will be solving problems and explaining 
how the world works.

You will be required to carry out accurate lab based practical work. You will need to  
be highly competent at mathematical problems as well as all the Chemistry basics that 
you learnt at GCSE. 

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study. 

  

Opportunities
Chemistry students have gone onto degree courses in a range of Chemical and  
Biological subjects, including Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Chemical 
Engineering, Forensic Science, Aeronautics, Mechanical and Electronic Engineering.

Chemistry
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Overview
This course offers learners a rich and comprehensive insight into the social,  
political, intellectual and artistic culture of the countries and communities  
where French is spoken, using a variety of authentic materials.
This qualification is made up of three exam components, taken at the end  
of the second year of study:

Component 1 is a speaking assessment.

Component 2 combines listening, reading and translation.

Component 3 assesses the learners’ response to the study of two literary works  
or one literary work and a feature film.

Will this course suit me?
This course provides an engaging and exciting opportunity for students to build on  
their previous study of French. 

A strong focus is placed on building students’ confidence and fluency in spoken  
French using relevant and topical themes. The requirement to research an area  
of personal interest related to the country/communities where French is spoken  
will enhance students’ cultural appreciation and enable them to gain a greater  
awareness of intercultural differences.

 

Opportunities
Learners will equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy,  
resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive  
flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to employment.  

Naturally, employment can be found where linguistic skills are of special value, for  
instance, education, translating and interpreting, and international business across  
all sectors of manufacturing and service industries, however, graduates of languages 
can be found in every kind of career, especially those that place a premium on  
thinking that is both disciplined and imaginative, from physical theatre to the top  
of the Civil Service.

French
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Overview
These courses are designed to enable you to:

Develop fine art (paint and print) or photography skills using a variety of media,  
processes and techniques.

Gain knowledge of historical and contemporary painters, photographers, styles  
and genres.

Use a specialist fine art or photography vocabulary and terminology.

Gain knowledge of fine art or photography through research, development  
and production of your own ideas.

Recognise and develop your own practical and critical strengths in fine art  
or photography.

Provide you with the tools to develop your own artistic and creative practice.

Will this course suit me?
You will enjoy this course if you have an interest and natural aptitude for art or photography. 
An awareness of art and art history is essential; you should have a genuine interest in 
visual culture.  

Encouraging your own creativity can lead you to great ideas in your other subjects too. 

Of course, A Level Art or Photography are the ideal stepping-stones for undertaking 
further studies in fine art or photography based courses at art college or degree level. 

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.  
Assessment is all coursework based with practical examinations.

  

Opportunities
Many students create a strong portfolio which enables them to succeed at interview  
for higher education in Art and Design or Photography including Foundation courses  
at college and Bachelor of Arts degrees at university. 

Students then aim to embark on careers in the World of Advertising, Graphic Design, 
the Fashion Industry, Set Design, Illustration, Special Effects and Gallery Curation to 
name just a few. Some set themselves up as practising Artists.

Fine Art and Photography



Provision of all courses will depend on demand. Course list correct at time of going to print [ October 2017 ]

Overview
This course offers learners a rich and comprehensive insight into the social,  
political, intellectual and artistic culture of the countries and communities  
where German is spoken, using a variety of authentic materials.
This qualification is made up of three exam components, taken at the end  
of the second year of study:

Component 1 is a speaking assessment.

Component 2 combines listening, reading and translation.

Component 3 assesses the learners’ response to the study of two literary works  
or one literary work and a feature film.

Will this course suit me?
This course provides an engaging and exciting opportunity for students to build on  
their previous study of German. 

A strong focus is placed on building students’ confidence and fluency in spoken  
German using relevant and topical themes. The requirement to research an area  
of personal interest related to the country/communities where German is spoken  
will enhance students’ cultural appreciation and enable them to gain a greater  
awareness of intercultural differences.

 

Opportunities
Learners will equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy,  
resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive  
flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to employment.  

Naturally, employment can be found where linguistic skills are of special value, for  
instance, education, translating and interpreting, and international business across  
all sectors of manufacturing and service industries, however, graduates of languages 
can be found in every kind of career, especially those that place a premium on  
thinking that is both disciplined and imaginative, from physical theatre to the top  
of the Civil Service.

German
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Overview
The course is designed to enable you to:

Undertake fieldwork and individual research in a range of locations. 

Understand some of the most pressing challenges facing our world today. 

Investigate the choices that exist in managing our world for the future.

Become informed, responsible global citizens by raising your awareness of  
contemporary issues, from climate change to the threat of international conflict. 

Understand physical processes that produce diverse and dynamic landscapes. 

Be aware of the similarities and differences between people, places and cultures  
leading to an improved understanding of societies and economies.

Develop a wide range of transferable skills including communication skills, technological 
skills, cartographical skills, problem-solving, numeracy and literacy skills.

A level Geography is central to understanding the way the world changes, affecting  
individuals and communities, the causes of these changes and their impacts upon 
people and the environment.

Will this course suit me?
• Do you have an interest in and concern for the environment?

• Are you interested in current affairs?

• Do you enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to your own life?

• Would you like to carry out practical work outdoors as well as classwork?

• Do you want to keep your options open and cover both ‘sciences’ and ‘humanities’?

• Do you enjoy travel and finding out about new people, places, landscapes and events?

If you answered YES to most of these questions, then Geography is right for you.  
Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study. 

 

Opportunities
Geography provides the opportunity to study a wide range of university courses related 
to Humanities, the environment, outdoor education and Sciences. Geography graduates 
are very employable due to their diverse range of transferable skills. Career paths include: 
Environmental Consultant, Teacher, Researcher, Surveyor, Geologist, Development/
NGO Worker, Cartographer, Architect, Town & Country planner.... the list goes on!

Geography
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Overview
The course is designed to encourage learners to become discerning users of ICT.  
It allows you to develop a broad range of ICT skills, knowledge and understanding  
and provides an ideal foundation for those who wish to pursue ICT at degree level  
or as a career.

It enables you to develop the essential skills needed to apply ICT to the real world,  
for example presentation and project management skills.

You explore the latest technologies, for example Bluetooth, broadband and global  
positioning systems.

Practical skills are developed through coursework.

The course greatly benefits from the involvement of a local world class ICT business. 

Will this course suit me?
In today’s world, where ICT is constantly changing, individuals will increasingly need 
technological and information literacy skills. These skills are now as essential as the 
traditional skills of numeracy and literacy. As well as the rapid development of new  
technologies, familiar technologies like television, telephone and computers are  
evolving and being expanded by digitised information. As a result of this, there is a 
growing need for individuals who can master and manipulate these new technologies.

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.

Opportunities
ICT is regarded as a useful qualification to support your entrance onto any degree  
programme or higher education course. Courses that relate specifically to the skills  
acquired on the ICT A Level would include Network Engineering, Web Technology, 
Games Design, Artificial Intelligence and Business Information Systems.

You could take your practical skills into almost any industry sector as a technical  
consultant, systems administrator, operations support or ICT manager to name  
just a few. As a certain level of computer use is expected in modern society your  
advanced skills would be highly desirable in many other areas of employment.

ICT

15

2018/20
IC

T

Check out our website for the latest course information and study opportunities www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk/sixth-form

H
istory

 ADVANCED LEVEL COURSES

14

Overview
The course is designed to enable you to:

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key periods in British, European  
and International history.

Develop an in-depth understanding of attitudes, beliefs and structures of society.

Assess the historical significance of events, individuals, ideas, attitudes and beliefs  
and the ways in which they influenced behaviour and action.

Explore the long and short-term significance of individuals, movements and events,  
as well as the factors affecting change throughout the whole period.

Develop a range of subject skills including the analysis and evaluation of historical 
sources in their context.

Will this course suit me?
If you have a passion for History, and a genuine desire to learn about how the world 
around us was shaped -this course is right for you.  In addition, a love of reading, will 
help you to fully immerse yourself in the course content. History is a well respected, 
academic course and highly regarded by universities. It suits a selection of A levels  
such as English, Philosophy and Ethics and Geography. However, also compliments  
as a 3rd or 4th A level alongside a choice of scientific and mathematical subjects.  
This allows your analytical, writing and interpretative skills to flourish and ensure a  
broad spectrum of abilities. 

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study. 

Opportunities
Acquiring  a History A level gives you transferable skills into a range of sectors and 
careers. 

Employers value highly the ability to problem solve, weigh up evidence, analyse  
sources of evidence and evaluate difficult issues that all come from studying a History  
A level. Whilst constantly featuring in the top 5 most highly regarded subjects for the 
universities, it shows prospective higher institutions you have a high academic ability 
and an impressive literacy standard. Careers include: journalism, law, teaching,  
engineering, government, financial services, medicine and publishing.

History
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Overview
The course is designed to enable you to:

Continue developing your love of performing music. 

Explore your ideas and create new music.

Broaden your pleasure of listening to a variety of musical styles.

Discover how and why music has developed the way it has.

Continue exploring music through ICT and recording equipment. 

Where else can you play music and get coursework credit for it, create and record  
your own music, listen to music in class, and learn about different styles of music.  
Music A Level will focus on your creative development as an individual with the care  
and expertise of teachers who understand your strengths and weaknesses.

Will this course suit me?
Students are expected to supplement class lessons with individual instrument tuition, 
instrument practice, and independent study time on composition tasks. 

All musicians are welcome and students are free to choose any instrument(s) and/ 
or voice(s) and perform music in any style. Students can perform from a score, or  
improvise, as appropriate. 

The composition component of the course allows students to explore areas that inspire 
and interest them. Students will compose using Sibelius 7.5 software

Students are expected to have a good level of music theory knowledge and skills,  
for instance to understand scales and chords. An ability to read music is an integral  
tool in understanding how music works. 

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.

Opportunities
Music A Level provides an excellent basis for lifelong learning and for higher education 
courses in Music. Many students who take A Level Music continue with their studies  
at university. The three units of the course can lead to studies in Performance,  
Composition, Musicology, Ethnomusicology, Sound Engineering, Conducting, Popular 
Music, Jazz and Music Education. The multi-tasking required in music as a subject  
is beneficial to many different career paths with university music students often  
recruited to management positions in business.

Music
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Overview
This course aims to develop your understanding of mathematics and mathematical 
processes as well as creating opportunities to understand how different areas  
of maths are connected. You will develop the skills to recognise how a situation 
maybe represented and communicated mathematically and understand the  
relationship with ‘real world’ problems. You will extend your range of mathematical 
skills and use them in more difficult unstructured problems. It will enable you to  
read and comprehend mathematical arguments and articles concerning applications 
of mathematics. Throughout this course the emphasis is on understanding rather  
than routine calculations. Mathematics is not only an exciting subject in its own  
right but also one that underpins many other branches of learning.

Will this course suit me?
You will need to have a grade 6 or above at GCSE Mathematics. A natural interest in the 
subject is essential: you will relish its logic and predictability. You will enjoy solving problems.

You may need it in order to support further study in any of the sciences, including social 
sciences, or simply to provide breadth if you are on a predominantly arts based programme.

Opportunities
An A Level in Mathematics is highly regarded by the majority of employers and universities, 
precisely because of the demands it makes, the skills it develops and the logical  
problem-solving basis of the subject. It is of course useful for any degree with a  
numerate component such as Mathematics, Computing, Physics, Chemistry, Medicine, 
Business, Economics, and Engineering. Even if you choose not to study it directly  
at University or enter this field of employment, the skills learned are highly transferable 
and universities and employers require candidates to have a balanced skills base.

*Further Maths There is also the option to study Further Maths for students who wish 
to specialise and delve even deeper into this fascinating subject. If you are interested  
in this as an additional subject, please express an interest in your application form.

Mathematics



Provision of all courses will depend on demand. Course list correct at time of going to print [ October 2017 ]

Overview
Take a broad view of design and technology, to develop your capacity to design  
and make products and to appreciate the complex relationship between design, 
materials and manufacturing.

Will this course suit me?
This course will suit those with an interest in the design and manufacture of a wide 
range of products and/or technological activity and who are intending to pursue a career 
in a design related field. Assessment is predominantly practical or coursework based. 

Students who would benefit most from studying a GCE in Design and Technology  
Product Design are likely to have one of the following:

• A Level 2 qualification such as a GCSE in Design and Technology at grade 6

• A Level 2 qualification such as a BTEC First in an appropriate subject

  

Opportunities
Higher/Continuing Education: Suits higher education courses in a wide range of design 
and engineering degrees including product design, industrial product design, engineering 
design, jewellery design, architecture and architectural engineering, food science, food 
technology, hospitality, catering, advertising and graphic design. 

Employment: Useful for mechanical engineering, civil engineering, engineering design, 
architecture, product design, industrial design, graphics, advertising, journalism and 
media, hospitality and catering.

Students are asked to pay for materials used in the manufacture of coursework projects.

Product Design  
Including Graphic Products and Resistant Materials
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Overview
This course has been developed for students who wish to continue with a study  
of Physics after GCSE. Such a course will prepare students to progress into higher 
education in order to follow courses in Physics, engineering, architecture, astrophysics, 
or to enter employment where knowledge of Physics is essential.

Will this course suit me?
There are many opportunities for students of Physics on completion of their Sixth Form 
education. Physics is the study of the truly enormous, from the far reaches of the Universe, 
right down to the minuscule internal structures of the atom. Scientific and engineering 
skills are in great demand at the present time and an A level qualification in Physics is 
well regarded in many fields of employment. 

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.

Opportunities
There are many possible careers and a qualification in Physics is accepted as an entry 
into many other careers. Some of these include:

• Courses in physics, mechanical engineering, electronic/electrical engineering,  
 computer science, medicine, astrophysics, optometry.

• Physicists work in many fields including, medicine, design, engineering, computer  
 science and game design and astrophysics and finance.

Physics

I would definitely recommend the Sixth Form  
to others, especially if they are currently  
studying at SJT as the transition into A Level 
study can sometimes be daunting but if you 
already know the teachers and your learning 
environment is familiar, this can really help. 

Cameron Smith now studying Engineering  
at Loughborough University

       



Provision of all courses will depend on demand. Course list correct at time of going to print [ October 2017 ]

Overview
The course is designed to enable you to:

Develop your interest in a rigorous study of religion and belief and relate it to the  
wider world.

Develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study of religion.

Develop an understanding and appreciation of religious thought and its contribution  
to individuals, communities and societies. 

Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion.

Reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes in the light  
of your study..

Will this course suit me?
If you have enjoyed Humanities in the past and have demonstrated skills in English  
Language and Literature this course may be of interest to you. The way in which  
we study requires you to approach abstract problems with a clear, reasoning and  
open mind.

• Do you like exploring ultimate questions?

• Are you intrigued about how Christianity has developed into the largest  
 world religion?

• Can you sustain and justify an ethical argument?

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.

  

Opportunities
Religious Studies is a desireable A level for top universities: both Oxford and Cambridge 
University include Religious Studies in the top level of ‘generally suitable Arts A Levels’. 
The Russell Group of top universities has made it clear that RS A Level provides  
‘suitable preparation for university generally’.

RE, Philosophy and Ethics
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Overview
This course is designed to enable you to:

Use different perspectives to interpret the world around you.

Develop your planning and conducting of scientific investigations.

Develop analytical and evaluative skills in relation to your investigations.

Study key issues and theories in Psychology.

Apply your understanding to real life examples.

Will this course suit me?
This course will suit those who have a keen interest in understanding human behaviour 
and the way that it can be studied. This course takes a scientific approach to Psychology 
and you will need to be interested in the experimental work that has led to current ideas 
about human behaviour.

You will be required to carry out lab based mini-studies, design questionnaires and 
analyse results.  

You will need to be comfortable with essay writing.

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.  
In addition, you must have a minimum of 4 other GCSEs at grade 5 or above  
including Maths and English and a grade 6 in GCSE Science.  

Opportunities
A Level Psychology gives a good basis for further study in a variety of university  
courses including general psychology, educational psychology, clinical psychology, 
forensic psychology, criminology, counselling, nursing, teaching and social work.

Psychology



Overview
The course will provide learners with the opportunity, through applied learning,  
to develop the core specialist knowledge, skills and understanding required in  
the sport and physical activity sector. 

Will this course suit me?
The course is suitable for learners: 

• Who want to gain a Level 3 qualification to support further study in Further  
 Education (FE) or Higher Education (HE) in sport and physical activity.

• Who want to progress into sport-related apprenticeships.

  

Opportunities
It will provide a route into Higher Education on a sport-related programme such as 
Sport and Physical Education, Sport Science or Sport Coaching and Development  
or Sport and Leisure Management. 

Sport and Physical Activity
Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended CERTIFICATE
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Overview
This course offers learners a rich and comprehensive insight into the social,  
political, intellectual and artistic culture of the countries and communities where 
Spanish is spoken, using a variety of authentic materials.
This qualification is made up of three exam components, taken at the end of the 
second year of study:

Component 1 is a speaking assessment.

Component 2 combines listening, reading and translation.

Component 3 assesses the learners’ response to the study of two literary works  
or one literary work and a feature film.

Will this course suit me?
This course provides an engaging and exciting opportunity for students to build on  
their previous study of Spanish. 

A strong focus is placed on building students’ confidence and fluency in spoken  
Spanish using relevant and topical themes. The requirement to research an area  
of personal interest related to the country/communities where Spanish is spoken  
will enhance students’ cultural appreciation and enable them to gain a greater  
awareness of intercultural differences.

 

Opportunities
Learners will equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy,  
resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive  
flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further study or to employment.  

Naturally, employment can be found where linguistic skills are of special value, for  
instance, education, translating and interpreting, and international business across  
all sectors of manufacturing and service industries, however, graduates of languages 
can be found in every kind of career, especially those that place a premium on  
thinking that is both disciplined and imaginative, from physical theatre to the top  
of the Civil Service.

Spanish
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Overview
This course is designed to enable you to:

Study plays from the point of view of a director, designer, performer and critic.

Develop your performing and analytical skills.

Devise your own unique and original piece of theatre.

Apply what you have learned in your own creative work.

Develop the skills of critical evaluation of theatre.

Will this course suit me?
If you are energetic, creative, have a passion for theatre and drama and enjoy working 
with others then you should give serious consideration to completing this A Level.

You do not have to have completed GCSE Drama to take this course. Experience of 
theatre visits, KS3 Drama and extra-curricular drama events is desirable. You must be 
enthusiastic, passionate and engaged with theatre and drama.  

Ideally you will have at least a grade 6 at GCSE in the subject you wish to study.

Opportunities
Many students progress to a performing arts or drama course at university. This could 
then progress to teaching within theatres, directing theatrical productions, becoming 
a lecturer at university, becoming an agent for actors and actresses, students can get 
apprenticeships in theatres and it could lead to marketing and PR opportunities.

Theatre Studies /  
BTEC Performing Arts 
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Overview
The course will provide learners with the opportunity to develop core knowledge, skills 
and understanding required by the sport and physical activity sector and to develop 
further skills by completing a wide range of units through a sports coaching pathway.

Main areas of study are: 

Body systems and the effects of physical activity.

Sports coaching and activity leadership.

Sports organisation and development.

Working safely in sport, exercise, health and leisure.

Physical activity for specific groups.

Will this course suit me?
The course is suitable for learners: 

• Studying to prepare for employment in sport and physical activity sector.

• Who want to progress into sport-related apprenticeships.

• Who want to gain a level 3 qualification to support further study in Further  
 Education (FE) or to progress to Higher Education (HE) in Sport and Physical  
 Education.

  

Opportunities
Job roles that this could help to prepare you for include Personal Trainer, Assistant 
Sports Coach, or Sports and Activity Coordinator. 

It could also provide a route into Higher Education on a sport-related programme  
such as Sport and Physical Education, Sport Science or Sport Coaching and  
Development. 

It will provide a route into Higher Education on a sport-related programme such  
as Sport and Physical Education, Sport Science or Sport Coaching and Development  
or Sport and Leisure Management. 

Sport and Physical Activity  

Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended DIPLOMA



What can I choose to do?
The choices are limitless, no two projects are the same. You will spend the initial period 
discussing your ideas and making the right choice for you. Your project will end up as 
one of the following:

• An extended essay of 5,000 words

• An artefact (e.g. piece of art, music, creative writing)

• A performance

• A multi-media item (e.g. a short film)

• The last three must be supported by a report of at least 1,000 words

Sir John Talbot’s school has continued success with the EPQ, some of our A / A*  
submissions being:

• Nature versus Nurture: Are serial killers born or made?

• To what extent can music alone affect mood? A composition.

• Given the lack of funding to the NHS, can we justify treatment for illnesses such  
as alcoholism?

• Could artificial intelligence spell the end for humankind?

What do universities think? 
The EPQ is valued by Russell Group universities. Universities differ in whether or not  
they will include the EPQ as part of any offer they make to a student, but you students 
can draw upon their Extended Project in their personal statement and at interview to 
provide evidence of enthusiasm for their chosen subject.

Outstanding achievement!  
100% pass rate from our EPQ students in 2016 – 2017

2018/20
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Why study The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)?  
The EPQ enables you to explore a topic in depth, or to be 
creative, in ways that take you beyond or outside of your  
A level studies. It is designed to sit alongside your other  
subjects. By taking this qualification you develop the sorts  
of independent learning skills that universities value. It must  
not cover topics you will be examined on for your A levels  
(but can, of course, be totally unrelated to them).

We ask our year 12 students to follow the Extended  
Project Qualification or Core Maths. 

Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ)

Check out our website for the latest course information and study opportunities www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk/sixth-form
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To apply to Sir John Talbot’s Sixth Form please complete  
and return the application form (available on our website  
www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk/sixth-form/admissions/) to:

Mrs Jones  
Head of Sixth Form 
Sir John Talbot’s School 
Tilstock Road 
Whitchurch 
Shropshire 
SY13 2BY

The deadline for applications is  
Thursday 30th November 2017.

We are expecting courses to fill up very quickly, particularly in the Sciences and  
Maths. We strongly recommend that you submit your application form as soon  
as possible to secure your subject choices.

If you require any further details or have any questions, please do not hesitate  
to contact Mrs Jones, Head of Sixth Form on: 

T. 01948 660600  
E. jones.m@sjttc.org

Please note: Provision of all courses will depend on demand.  
Course list correct at time of going to print [ October 2017 ].

How to apply...




