
English Department Overview         

Introduction 
The English Department at Sir John Talbot’s is passionately committed to 
empowering students with skills that will enable them to not only achieve exam 
success in GCSE and A Level, but will provide them with opportunities in life after 
school.  We firmly believe that to be confident, successful, independent students 
and adults, English skills are a vital part of educational and personal development.  
We, as staff, strive towards achieving the following goals:  

 To ensure that all lessons are valuable learning experiences for all of our 
students. We also aim to ensure that they are appropriately constructed to suit the 
needs of the individuals in our care.  

 To provide our students with the necessary skills in speaking and listening, 
reading and writing to engage fully with life after Sir John Talbot’s School.  

 To prepare our students for life after school, providing them with appropriate 
skills to help them: belong within their community, believe in their own abilities, be 
resilient and achieve their goals.  

 To develop a love of reading amongst all of our students, with all students 
achieving a GCSE in English Literature.  

 To give learners a greater understanding of how English Language and English 
Literature are placed within an appreciation of English culture and heritage.  

 Students are assessed every half term on their ability to read fluently, write with 
technical accuracy and speak confidently.  
 
We believe in providing students with opportunities to be the best that they can be, 
to have ambitious goals and to set out to achieve them. We have constructed a 
well-rounded curriculum that will stretch, challenge and support all students so that 
they go on to have happy and successful lives.  
 

The English Department   

Miss Catriona McCausland – Head of Department and Subject Leader for 
English  
I have been teaching for 14 years, having graduated from the University of 
Aberdeen with an MA in English. This is my third year as Head of Department at 
Sir John Talbot’s School.   One of my favourite novels is ‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ 
by Thomas Hardy and I love gory crime novels (the gorier the better!). Stuart 
MacBride is one of my go-to favourite crime novelists, but you need a strong 
stomach and a will of iron to get through one of his books.  
 
Mr Philip Reynolds – Associate Head of Department for English 
I haven’t always been a teacher: after studying French and German at Oxford 
University, I actually became a head chef at a seafood restaurant. However, the 
lure eventually got me! I originally started teaching French and German and 
switched over to English teaching.  Since then I have never looked back! 
Miss Rachel Murdoch – Teacher of English; Lead teacher for Literacy across 
the Curriculum 
After studying English Literature, Drama and Education at the University of Birmingham, I 
feel very lucky to be able to teach a subject I am passionate about to talented and 
thoughtful students. Teaching King Lear will no doubt be one of the many highlights for me 
this year! 



 
Mr Nicholas McIlhatton – Teacher of English 
 
Mrs. Catherine Barnett – Teacher of English 
This is my first year at SJT and my fifth teaching English. I studied at 
Lancaster and UC Berkley in California (where the weather was significantly 
better)! 

I'm a big fan of fiction and count  Charles Dickens as my favourite author but I also 
love travel writing and autobiographies (especially Bill Bryson). 
 

How to support your child  

One of the best ways to support your child is to read with them every night. You 
could ask your child to read you sections of their accelerated reader book, or you 
can discuss current events from newspapers or magazines.  
Alternatively, you can have a look at the following websites to engage your child 
with English.  
 

Additional websites 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv 
 http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/ 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=9&AgeGroup=4 
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