
Year 8          

English  

Introduction and Overview 
 
 All students will study English as a core subject at Sir John Talbot’s School. In Year 8, students 
have four lessons of English per week.  These lessons cover a range of reading, writing and 
speaking and listening tasks throughout the year. Students will also have an additional 25 
minutes reading  during their Reading School session.  
 
Our aims in English are that students will begin to develop their skills and resilience required 
for both GCSE and A Level demands within the curriculum areas of English Language and 
English Literature. We want to establish student confidence in our subjects to help them 
achieve their expected grades at both GCSE and A Level, whilst also highlighting any support 
that they need to achieve their targets.  
 
In Year 8, this is demonstrated through a range of literature focused units, such as exploring 
poetry from 1789 to the present day, an introduction to novels and texts from the 19th 

century.  

 
In addition, some students also follow the Ruth Miskin ‘Read Write Inc.’ phonics 

programme to help develop essential reading and spelling skills and help them to access 

the literacy demands of the wider school curriculum. These students only have 2 content 

lessons of English per week and have specialist trained staff to provide additional phonics-

focussed literacy sessions per week throughout Year 8. 

Primary Contacts  
Miss C McCausland Head of Department: English  
Mr P Reynolds  Associate Director of English: Curriculum  
Miss R Murdoch Literacy Across the Curriculum 

 

 

How to Support your child  
 
Supporting your child’s reading that is also being monitored through the Accelerated Reader 
programme. Students complete regular Star Reading Tests, through the software, to ensure 
that they are reading novels linked to their specific reading ability. Listening to your child read 
and praising them can be a huge confidence boost for more reluctant readers.  

 
Helping your child to proof read through work before submitting tasks for final assessment. 
By highlighting simple errors, it can help students realise the importance of getting them right 
first time to ensure that they do not lose marks for the quality of written communication.  

 

Read more widely around the topics that are being studied in class. This will help them to 
understand the context and the world at the time, particularly with a novel, that helps them 
to understand characters and the narrative more effectively.  



 

Web links  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv 
 http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/ 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=9&AgeGroup=4 

 

Additional reading  
Charlotte’s Web E.B White 
The Outsiders S.E Hinton  
His Dark Materials Phillip Pulman 
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