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Sir John Talbot’s 

Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY 

Tel: 01948 660600 

Fax: 01948 660610 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to the 2017-2019 Options Information Booklet 

 

Students in year nine will be progressing onto Level 2 qualifications in September. The 

curriculum on offer will be predominantly GCSE based and will provide breadth of opportunity 

for post 16 progression.  We want everyone to have the chance to realise their potential over 

the next 2 years, in courses that they find interesting and motivating. 

 

Through the opportunities described in this booklet, we hope to: 

 

 Offer challenges – so that every student can have an interesting and demanding 
programme. 

 Encourage students, with their parents, to consider carefully the combinations of possible 
subjects. 

 Increase the options for all students who will want to continue their education beyond 16 
and become life-long learners, which will ensure their progression routes into meaningful 
employment, higher education or apprenticeships. 

 Offer some students the opportunity to study vocational qualifications. 
 

We believe that we offer a great curriculum.  I hope that we can guide you in supporting your 

child to work towards gaining good qualifications.  There are plenty of opportunities for you to 

discuss courses and ask questions, we will do our utmost to provide your child with what they 

need for a successful future. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D O’Toole 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Email: admin@sjttc.org     Website: www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk 

mailto:admin@sjttc.org
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 

 

Key Stage 4 is the name given to the period of education during years 10 and 11. At Key Stage 

4 you will work to acquire qualifications that will enable you to study further and then go into 

employment. Key Stage 4 is a crucial part of your secondary education and we have thought 

hard about what to include in the curriculum and about how we can best offer different choices 

to cater for the range of achievements and aspirations of our students. 

 

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum:- 

 

 Motivates, challenges and engages each young person and helps them succeed 

 Ensures that they gain the knowledge and skills in the core subjects of English, 

Mathematics and Science which they need for education, employment and life 

 Gives flexibility to personalised learning and meeting individual needs 

 Encourages more young people to continue into the sixth form and to go on to further 

and higher education 

 Enables students to study the subjects of English, Mathematics, History or Geography, 

the sciences and a language that make up the English Baccalaureate. 

 

Commitment to Study  
 

 A commitment to study is essential to success. This means hard work in 
school and at home. Students can expect an increased homework load 
during these two important years.  
 

 Higher education and employers will be impressed by good grades but they 
are also keen to recruit people who are reliable and trustworthy and who can 
contribute to the community in which they live and work. We therefore 
regard it as important that students continue to participate in extra-curricular 
activities.  Good attendance at school is also vital to your success.  
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Key Dates 

 

THURSDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2017 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 5.30pm-7.30pm 

Students will be issued with their Option Booklet during the evening. 

 

THURSDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2017 

Options Evening – 6.00pm 

The evening will provide an opportunity to meet with subject staff and discuss your options for 

the future. 

 

WEDNESDAY 3rd MARCH 2017 

Deadline for returning Options Form 

 

Key People 
Students and parents are encouraged to obtain as much help and support in the decision 

making process.  The staff listed below are some of the key people who can provide guidance 

for students in this important process.  Students should also speak directly to their individual 

subject teachers and their peers to enable them to make informed choices. 

 

Mr D O’Toole   Headteacher 

Ms O Glackin   Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) 

Mrs C Dawson  Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum)  

Miss J Johnson  Assistant Headteacher/SEND 

Mrs P Roberts  Assistant Headteacher 

Miss H Webb   Director of Lower School 

Mrs H Apperley  Director of Upper School  

Ms C McCausland  Director of Communications 

Mrs K Cottrell  Director of Maths 

Miss R King   Director of Science 

Mrs L Richmond  Director of ICAT 

Mr R Sanders  Director of Humanities 

Mrs S O’Connor   Shropshire Careers Advisor  
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GCSE Examinations 
 

GCSEs have changed. The new GCSEs will: 

 Provide a stronger foundation for further study and employment, keeping 
pace with the demands of universities and employers. 

 Support students in developing the knowledge, skills and values they need 
for life in modern Britain. 

 Match the standards of the best education systems in the world.  
 

Where possible students will be assessed by exam, with other forms of 

assessment only for particular subject skills (e.g. in art and design or physical 

education). 

All exams will be at the end of a two year course of study. 

 

GCSE Grading 
By summer 2018 all subjects will be graded on the new scale of 9-1. The new 

grading system of 9-1 will have 9 as the top grade.  Grade 5 will be the new ‘gold 

standard’. 

 

English Baccalaureate [E.Bacc] 
The English Baccalaureate was introduced as a performance measure for schools 

in England in the 2010 performance tables. It is not a qualification. The measure 

recognises where pupils have achieved a grade 5 or better at GCSE in English, 

Maths, History or Geography, two Sciences and a Modern Foreign Language. 

 

The English Baccalaureate includes academic subjects highly valued by 

universities; but it is not currently required for entry into any university.  

 

Looking ahead to 2018-2019 it is possible that many universities may require 

pupils to have achieved a GCSE in Modern Foreign Language and History or 

Geography.   

Some employers may use the E.Bacc as an indicator of ability and potential. 

 

Our KS4 curriculum ensures that students have the best possible opportunities 

and chances of gaining places at university and in the workplace. 
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The Core Subjects 
These are the subjects that every student studies: 

GCSE English  
GCSE Mathematics 
GCSE Science 
GCSE Religion Philosophy & Ethics 

 Physical Education 
 

Option Subject Blocks 
Students will select one subject from each option. 
 

Option A:  
GCSE History 
GCSE Geography 
 

Option B:  
GCSE French 
GCSE Spanish 
GCSE Photography 
GCSE Computer Science/Business Studies 
 

Option C:  
GCSE Separate Sciences 
GCSE Design and Technology 
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  
 

Option D:  
GCSE Music 
GCSE Drama 
GCSE Art 
GCSE PE 
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E.Bacc Route 2017 
 

Core  
Subjects 

E.Bacc 
Option 

Group A 
  (Choose  
one subject) 

E.Bacc 
Option 

Group B 
(Choose  

one 
subject) 

E.Bacc 
Option 

Group C 
(Choose  

one subject) 

E.Bacc 
Option 

Group D 
(Choose  

one 
subject) 

 

 
English 

Literature 
 

English 
Language  

 
Mathematics  
 

Science 
 

Core PE 
 

RE 

 
Geography 

 
Or  

 
History 

 
French 

 
Or  

 
Spanish 

 
Food 

Preparation 
and 

Nutrition 
 

Or 
 

Design and 
Technology 

 
Or  

 
Separate 
Sciences 

 
Art 

 
Or  

 
Drama 

 
Or  

 
Music  

 
Or 

 
PE 
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Non E.Bacc Route 2017 
 

Core 
Subjects 

Option 
Group A 
(Choose  

one subject) 
 
 

Option Group 
B 

(Choose  one 
subject) 

Option 
Group C 
(Choose  

one subject) 

Option 
Group D 
(Choose  

one 
subject) 
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Language  

 
Mathematics  
 

Science 
 

Core PE 
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Geography  

 
Or  

 
History 

 
French 

 
Or  

 
Spanish 

 
Or  

 
Photography 

 
Or  

 
Computer 
Science/ 
Business 
Studies 

 
Food 

Preparation 
and 

Nutrition  
 

Or  
 

Design and 
Technology 

 
Or  

 
Separate 
Sciences 

 
Art 

 
Or  
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Or  

 
Music  

 
Or 

 
PE 

 

 



 
 

9 
 

Selecting your 

options 
Any Questions? 

 

How is the choice made?  Firstly, seek as much advice as possible from the 
people who know your capabilities, so you can 
make the best possible choice. 

  Consult with your subject teachers, parents and 
seek/ask for an interview with a senior member of 
staff (if necessary), use specific reports on your 
ability, aptitudes and potential. 

Will I be able to use the subjects 
I choose in the job I want? 

 Yes, and even those less directly relevant will 
provide you with the good all-round education 
expected by employers. 

 
What do employers and Higher 
Education staff look for? 

  
They want young people with a good, all-round 
education and a breadth of interests, experience 
and qualifications.  A good reference from the 
school is also essential. 

Does the school guarantee to 
give me the exact course I want? 

 Most people get the choices they want.  We try to 
offer a course as near as possible that best suits 
your needs, ability and interests.  However, if not 
enough students show a preference for a course 
to make it viable, it may not run.  

Can I change a subject after the 
course starts in September? 

 No, not usually.  On very rare occasions we have 
agreed to a change, for example, for medical 
reasons in Physical Education.  It is so important 
to make full use of the Options information and 
guidance sessions which will help you with your 
choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

10 
 

 
 

 

 

 

COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS 

  



 
 

11 
 

ENGLISH 
Compulsory Subject 
 
 
What is involved? 
You will learn to further develop your skills in the following areas: 

 Reading different types of texts 

 Writing for different purposes and audiences 

 Speaking and listening 

 Expressing your views, presenting arguments and writing creatively 

 
Qualifications available: 
Every student will get at least one GCSE in English or English Language awarded at grade 9-1 
The majority of students will also be entered for GCSE English Literature.  

 
Assessment: 
GCSE English/ English Language involves 100% exam preparation and a linear exam at the end 
of year 11. 
 
GCSE English Literature involves 100% exam preparation and a linear exam at the end of year 
11 based on a pre 19th Century novel, poetry and a play by William Shakespeare. 

 
Career ideas include: 
A GCSE in English is a basic requirement for entrance to many college courses and is used in a 
wide variety of jobs including journalism, law, publishing and teaching.  
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MATHEMATICS 
Compulsory Subject 
 
 
What is involved? 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measures 

 Probability 

 Statistics 
 

Qualifications available: 
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier  
(grades 4 – 9). Students must take three question papers at the same tier. The course is linear 
with three terminal exams at the end of year 11; each examination is 1 hour 30 minutes. All 
question papers must be taken in the same series.  
 
All students will be entered for a GCSE in Mathematics. 
 

Assessment: 
Students will follow a programme of study determined by the students’ performance indicators.  
In all papers there is a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step 
problems. The mathematical demand increases as a student progresses through the paper. All 
content can be assessed on any of the three question papers. As such, some questions will draw 
together elements of maths from different topic areas. 
 
There is no coursework element and the course is 100% externally assessed. 
Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper. Calculators are allowed in papers 2 and 3. 
 

Career ideas include: 
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with the right 
skills to reach their future destination whatever that may be. A GCSE in Mathematics is important 
for many courses and careers. Almost all jobs and careers require a Mathematics GCSE, but the 
following are some that use Mathematics extensively: 
 
Economics   Medicine    Architecture 
Engineering   Accountancy   Teaching 
Psychology   Computing    Banking 
Insurance   Marketing    Pharmacy 
Science   Environmental Studies  Business Management 
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COMBINED SCIENCE 
Compulsory Subject 
 
 
What is involved? 
Understanding and describing the world and exploring how science affects your everyday life. 
 
You will study biology, chemistry and physics in this Combined Science course.  
 

Qualifications available: 
This is a new course from 2016; please be aware of this if you have had other children study 
here in previous years.  

 Combined Science GCSE – AQA Trilogy (this is worth two GCSEs) 
 

Assessment: 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas 
 

Career ideas include: 
Architect, beauty therapist, biochemist, building control surveyor, chemist, conservation officer, 
dietician, forensic scientist, healthcare assistant, marine biologist, meteorologist, pharmacist, 
research scientist, teacher, veterinary nurse, physicist, biologist, botanist, environmental 
Scientist, ecologist, geneticist and engineer. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Compulsory Subject 
 
 
What is involved? 
Students will learn about moral and ethical issues and human relationships from a variety of 
different perspectives, religious and non-religious.   Religious Studies GCSE is being taught to all 
Year 9 students from January 2017.  The course is divided into two main parts as shown below:- 
 
Component 1: The study of Religions: beliefs, teachings & practices specifically studying:.   

 Christianity     

 Islam 
Component 2 Thematic Studies which look at the following: 

 Religion and Life 

 Religion, Peace & Conflict 

 Religion, Crime & Punishment 

 Religion, Human Rights & Social Justice 

 
Qualifications available: 
Specification:  AQA Religious Studies Spec A:  Religious Studies  Full Course 

 
Assessment: 
Two examinations will take place at the end of Year 11. Both papers will last 1 hr 45 mins. Each 
paper is worth 50% of the overall marks awarded. 

 
Career ideas include: 
Civil service, legal services,  teacher, nursing, doctor, police, army, social services, media, 
journalism, law, youth work, community work, charity worker and many, many more.  
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PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Compulsory Subject 
 
 

What is involved? 
Physical Education is a core subject and all students within our school undertake 1 hour of 
Physical Education in both Year 10 and Year 11. 
 
Students need kit for all P.E. Lessons and should aim to be fully involved and as active as 
possible. 
 
Games and individual activities are undertaken during the two hours per week allocated to 
Physical Education and students are expected to improve their tactical knowledge and 
consolidate their skills base. The emphasis is on Physical Education leading to further physical 
activity outside of school and the undertaking of a healthy lifestyle by our students. 
 
Within the hours allocated in Year 11, students are given time to work on their individual fitness 
and play in team and individual games. The time is spent on activities with the emphasis on 
participation and enjoyment. Some students may use core P.E. to enhance their GCSE practical 
grades. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
OPTION A 
What is involved? 
As international links become closer, easier and faster, we need more than ever to understand the 
geography of the world. Geography studies the global patterns and processes and looks at the lives of 
real people in real places. 
Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom, Higher 
income countries, newly emerging economies and lower income countries. Students are encouraged to 
understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes. 
 
The GCSE course is arranged into the following themes:- 
 
Living with the physical environment 

Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 
Section B: The living world 
Section C: The physical landscapes in the UK 

 
Changes in the human environment 

Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
Section B: The changing economic world 
Section C: The challenges of resource management 

 
Geographical Applications 

Section A: Issue evaluation 
Section B: Fieldwork 

 
Geographical Skills 
Fieldwork is an essential part of Geography and will be part of the examination: You must be able to 
commit to at least two days fieldwork for this course. 
 

Qualifications available 
GCSE 9 – 1.  AQA Geography (8035) 
 

Assessment 
Three Written examinations at the end of the two year course. 
Paper 1 worth 35%. Living with the physical environment 
Paper 2 worth 35% Challenges in the human environment 
Paper 3 worth 30% Geographical application 
 

Career ideas include: 
The New Geography GCSE provides a valuable foundation for study of Geography and Advanced Level. 
Studying Geography provides you with valuable skills and a firm base for life-long learning. Careers in 
Geography include town planner, GIS, transport planner logistics, travel representatives, travel and 
tourism operator, meteorologist, weather data forecasting, conservationist, global business planning, 
environmental and sustainability monitoring, geologist, global development, surveyor and physical 
systems analysis. 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE  
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HISTORY 
OPTION A  

 
 
What is involved? 
Students will follow the new Pearson Edexcel GCSE History syllabus which aims to extend their 
knowledge and understanding of British, European and world history and to develop them as 
independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers. They will consider the significance of 
the people and events they study to help them form valid historical judgements which can be 
effectively expressed and supported by using a range of sources in their historical context.  
 

Qualifications available: 
GCSE qualification grades 9 to1. 

 
Assessment: 
There are three externally assessed examinations: 
 
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment  

 Medicine in Britain, c1250–present 

 The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches. 
Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes   30% of the qualification 
 
Paper 2: Period study and British depth study  

 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91 

 Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40 
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes  40% of the qualification 
 
Paper 3: Modern depth study  

 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 
Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes   30% of the qualification 
 
Students will be required to answer questions that assess their knowledge and understanding of 
the historical topics they have studied and their ability to utilise and analyse sources and 
historical interpretations. They will also need to display their understanding of concepts such as 
change, continuity, causation, consequence and significance. 

 
Career ideas include: 
Journalism, media, law, teaching, human resources, politics, archaeology, museum curator, 
researcher and tourist guide. 
 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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FRENCH 
OPTION B 

 
 
What is involved? 
Students can continue with French to GCSE level.  The French course is topic based and the 
emphasis is on successful communication in the four skills of listening, reading, speaking and 
writing. All skills are rewarded equally. 

 
Qualifications available: 
GCSE grade 9-1 
 

Assessment: 
25% listening examination 
25% reading examination 
25% speaking examination  
25% written examination 

 
Career ideas include: 
Language skills are becoming increasingly important in order to be able to communicate with our 
neighbours in the European Union and to be able to compete for the best jobs.  Universities also 
value a qualification in a Modern Foreign Language and this can help when applying for places 
at the top 20 universities. 
 
Many employers look for people who speak a foreign language although most do not require 
complete fluency, they want conversational ability which will give a good impression, help build 
relationships and make new contacts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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SPANISH 
OPTION B 
 
What is involved? 
Students can continue with Spanish to GCSE level.  The Spanish course is topic based and the 
emphasis is on successful communication in the four skills of listening, reading, speaking and 
writing. All skills are rewarded equally. 

 
Qualifications available: 
GCSE grade 9-1 
 

Assessment: 
25% listening examination 
25% reading examination 
25% speaking examination  
25% written examination 

 
Career ideas include: 
Language skills are becoming increasingly important in order to be able to communicate with our 
neighbours in the European Union and to be able to compete for the best jobs.  Universities also 
value a qualification in a Modern Foreign Language and this can help when applying for places 
at the top 20 universities. 
 
Many employers look for people who speak a foreign language although most do not require 
complete fluency, they want conversational ability which will give a good impression, help build 
relationships and make new contacts. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
OPTION B 

 
 
What is involved? 
 
This course teaches students to look at the world in an imaginative way. The creative potential 
stimulated in this course will enable students to apply creative, analytical and critical thinking and 
problem solving, in order to visually communicate ideas through photography.  This Art and 
Design course encourages students to actively engage in the creative process of photography in 
order to develop as effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers 
with enquiring minds.  
 
During the two years students will acquire and develop technical skills through working with 
digital equipment and software; including the use of a range of media, materials, techniques, 
processes and technologies. Students will become confident in taking risks and learn from 
experience when exploring and experimenting with ideas and will develop critical understanding 
through investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills.  
 
Students will also understand through the course that Photography practitioners may work to 
client commissions within a commercial photography studio, or work as freelance photographers. 
They will need photo manipulation and graphic design skills, and good communication skills in 
order to liaise with clients and to promote themselves as photographers. 
 

Qualifications available: 
 
GCSE grade 9-1 

 
Assessment:  
60% Personal portfolio 
40% Externally set examination 

 
Career ideas include: 
Many students opt to continue beyond GCSE and follow A level and higher education courses.  
Careers in photography include Art careers, Advertising, Commercial work, Editorial, Fashion, 
Film, Food, Forensic, Industrial, Architectural, Ariel, Portraiture and Wedding photography, 
Sports and Travel.  
 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
OPTION B 
 

What is involved? 
To study Computer Science at GCSE you must have shown an aptitude and interest in the subject during 
Years 7, 8 and especially 9.  There’s more to Computer Science than simply programming.  Computer 
Science is the study of how computer systems work, how they are constructed and programmed.  It consists 
of a body of knowledge, a set of techniques/methods for solving problems, as well as practical programming 
skills. 

 
What this means is that a GCSE course in Computer Science has to cover a lot of theory, as well as plenty 
of practical problem solving and programming. 

 
The subject content of the specification is divided into six topics: 

  Problem Solving (Algorithms)  

 Programming  

  Data  

 Computers 

  Communication and the Internet  

 The Bigger Picture 
Each topic consists of a number of sub-topics. 

 

Qualifications available: 
GCSE Grade 9-1. 

 

Assessment: 
This GCSE has three assessment components: 

 A 1 hour 40 minutes written exam paper, with a weighting of 40%, on the principles of computer 
science. This tests a candidate’s theoretical knowledge of Computer Science, covering a range of 
topics including: Encryption; The Internet; The Impact of Technology, and more. 

 A 2 hour written exam paper, with a weighting of 40%, on the application of computational thinking. 
This tests a candidate’s ability to understand and write algorithms, as well as testing their ability to 
develop program code. 

 Programming project with a weighting of 20%.  The project brief is set by Edexcel, each brief has a 
context/scenario and consists of several tasks.  This is a 20 hour practical ‘making’ task that 
enables students to demonstrate their software programming and development skills. 

 

Career ideas include: 
GCSE Computer Science will provide a solid foundation for further academic computing related subjects. 
It will also support you in a wide range of careers including: software development; computer engineering; 
and games design.  Speak to the ICT department for more information regarding the course. Further 
information is also available at  

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
OPTION B 
 

What is involved? 
You might have an interest in business and want to start your own business one day.  You may 
have an enquiring mind and be interested in learning about the world around you, how businesses 
are set up, and what it is that makes someone a great entrepreneur.  This course will help you to 
understand all this and more. 

 
You will learn how small businesses are developed and discover how businesses promote 
themselves and keep their customers happy. You will learn how businesses manage both their 
finances and the people who work for them. The course is broken down into two themes: 

 Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting 
and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts 
through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 

 Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the 
key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with emphasis on 
aspects of marketing, operations, finance and human resources. Theme 2 also considers 
the impact of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows. 

 

Qualifications available: 
GCSE Grade 9-1. 

 

Assessment: 
Theme 1: Investigating small business – written examination 50% 
Theme 2: Building a business – written examination 50% 

 
Both examinations consist of a mixture of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and 
extended-writing questions. 

 

Career ideas include: 
GCSE Business Studies will provide a solid foundation for further academic or vocational 
business-related subjects.  GCSE Business Studies will also support you in a wide range of 
careers including marketing, human resources, sales, accounting, customer service, commercial 
lawyer and business management. 

Speak to a member of the ICT department for more information regarding the course.  Further 
information is also available at www.edexcel.org.uk. 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
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FOOD PREPARATION AND 

NUTRITION 
OPTION C 

 

 

 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
 

 
The information below will give you a good idea of the course content and types of 

Assessment.  

 

What is involved? 
This new GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which 

focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of 

nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. This 

qualification focuses on nurturing students’ practical cooking skills to give them a strong 

understanding of nutrition.  

 

GCSE grade 9-1 

 

Assessment: 
To be successful, students must submit design and make controlled assessment tasks (50%) 

and complete a written examination (50%). 

 

Career ideas include: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark 

on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
OPTION C 

 
 
What is involved? 
 
Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject which prepares all young 
people to live and work in the designed and made world. 
 
The course will endeavour to improve the communication skills used when problem solving and 
to record and show others these ideas clearly. Over the two years students will develop a 
breadth of practical skills and knowledge of materials and processes. Solutions to design 
problems will involve the uses of appropriate materials and technologies. 
 
As well as being able to use traditional tools, machinery and materials students will also work 
with; 3d printers, the laser cutter and smart and modern materials. 
 
This design course for GCSE would lead directly to the type of work now being undertaken for 
our A level Product Design qualification, but even for those not considering pursuing this at a 
higher level it can offer a wonderful opportunity to give a breadth to their education not available 
from other subjects and to develop sound practical and problem solving skills for life. 
 

Qualifications available: 
 
GCSE grade 9-1 
 

Assessment: (New specification awaiting accreditation, exam board to be confirmed). 

 
To be successful, students must submit a design and make controlled assessment task (50 %) 
and complete a written examination (50%).  
 

Career ideas include: 
Graphic designer, product design, advertising, illustrator, interior designer, games designer, CAD 
designer, printer, architect, product designer, engineer, mechanical trades, plumber, mechanic, 
machinist, cabinet maker. 
 

 
 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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SEPARATE SCIENCES 
OPTION C 

 

Science as an Option subject is for students who choose to study the three separate sciences 
(Physics, Chemistry and Biology). To follow three separate sciences is an academically 
demanding course requiring higher levels of ability in English, Maths and Science. Therefore, 
students considering indicating a preference for Science in their Options must consult with Mrs P 
Brown, Director of Science or Miss R King, Second in Science. 

 
What is involved? 
Understanding and describing the world you live in and exploring how science affects your 
everyday life. You will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 
Qualifications available: 
AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics - Three separate GCSE grades 9-1. 

 
Assessment: 
Six exams: two for Biology, two for Chemistry and two for Physics.  
 

Career ideas include: 
Doctor, dentist, vet, architect, beauty therapist, biochemist, building control surveyor, chemist, 
conservation officer, dietician, forensic scientist, healthcare assistant, marine biologist, 
meteorologist, pharmacist, research scientist, teacher, veterinary nurse, physicist, biologist, 
botanist, environmental scientist, ecologist, geneticist and engineer. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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ART 
OPTION D 

 
 
What is involved? 
Are you creative, hardworking and have a natural aptitude for Art?  You should possess a 
genuine interest in art history and how art forms a valuable part of our visual culture and 
heritage. 
 
You will study a broad range of subject matters through creative study and develop your skills in 
media and production techniques such as drawing and illustration, painting, print making, textiles 
and sculpture to produce an exciting and unique portfolio of work. 
 
You will learn transferable skills in creative thought and practical activities that will help you 
develop your confidence in other subjects too. 
 

Qualifications available: 
GCSE grade 9-1 
 

Assessment: 
60% coursework portfolio.  40% controlled exam. 
 

Career ideas include: 
Many students opt to continue beyond GCSE and follow A level and higher education courses.  
The study of Art is relevant to many career paths from becoming a practising artist, advertising, 
fashion industry, illustration and set design to working within galleries as curators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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DRAMA 
OPTION D 
 
What is involved?  
 
GCSE Drama is an exciting GCSE that allows students to fully develop their performance skills, 
through the exploration of different theatre styles and genres. Not only will students learn the 
skills to be an outstanding performer, but they will also develop their self-confidence. They will 
study two plays during the course and complete one devised performance in response to 
stimulus.  
 
Students will complete a 900 word portfolio to support their practical performance as well as a 
written exam based on their set text and a response to live theatre.  
 

Qualifications available:  
 
GCSE grade 9-1.  
 

Assessment:  
 
Component 1: Devised and Portfolio (40%) 
Component 2: Performing from a test (20%) 
Component 3: Written Exam (40%)  
 

Career ideas include:  
 
Actor, director, writer, lighting designer, stage designer, costume designer, choreographer, stage 
manager, teacher and drama therapist.  

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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MUSIC 

OPTION D 

 
 
What is involved? 
GCSE music is an exciting course that will concentrate not only on developing your knowledge  
and expertise already acquired in years 7 to 9, but also give you the opportunity to develop your 
performance, listening and composition skills.  
Whether you are a singer or instrumentalist, in a band or an enthusiastic amateur, you will have 
the opportunity to experience music at first hand through performances, compositions and 
appraisals.  
 
You will not only learn about the different styles of music, but you will also develop your own 
musical taste, which will help you to compose your own music using industry standard 
composition software. There are also opportunities to perform in concerts, competitions and a 
visit abroad. 

 
Qualifications available: 
GCSE grade 9-1 

 
Assessment: 

 Performing Music (30%) Portfolio consisting of two performances, at least one must be an 

ensemble (group) piece 

 Composing Music (30%) Portfolio of two compositions. 

 Appraising Music (40%) 1½ hr written and listening paper 

 
Career ideas include: 
Instrumentalist, composer, teacher, DJ, recording engineer, music journalist, concert organiser, 
singer, performer in a band, music therapist.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 
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PE 
OPTION D 

 

 

YES □  NO □  MAYBE □ 

What is involved? 
 
Practical activities: 
(30% of total GCSE Grade) 
One hour each week will be used to assess students in a number of practical sporting activities. 
Students must have kit for these practical lessons. It is recommended that students have a good 
practical ability prior to opting for this course and preferably be a member of a local sports club.  
Students who do not attend after school PE clubs will struggle to achieve high grades. Students 
will need to be proficient in a combination of “team” activities as well as “individual” activities 
which are specific to the requirements of the exam board. Please check with a member of the PE 
staff if you are not sure if an activity is on the exam board specification. 
 
Theory: 
60% of total GCSE grade plus 10% controlled assessment) 
2 hours each week learning about theoretical aspect of Physical Education; from the view of the 
active participant. Students will learn (through classroom based and theory related practical 
lessons) some of the following topics:  

 The effects of exercise on the heart and lungs   
 The structure and function of the muscular and skeletal systems   
 The impact of healthy lifestyles  
 Social and cultural issues around sport  
 The learning of skills 

 How to train and exercise effectively  

 
Qualifications available: 
GCSE Grade 9-1. 
Assessment: 

 60% externally assessed exam papers in year 11 (2 papers, 30% weighting on each) 

 30% practical performance assessment 
 10% controlled assessment  

 

Career ideas include: 
PE teaching, physiotherapy, sport science, professional sports person, coaching, armed forces, 
personal training and sports development. 
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WHAT NEXT? 
 
You have now read all the information about every subject on offer in Key Stage 4 

at Sir John Talbot’s School.  For each option subject you should have indicated 

whether it may be an appropriate choice for you.  Use this page to summarise 

what you have learned. 

 

ACTIVITY…….. 
Transfer your ticks from the bottom of the subject pages so that you can see them 

all in one place. 

 

Subject Is this a subject I might choose to 
study? 

 Yes Maybe No 

GCSE Art    

GCSE Drama    

GCSE French    

GCSE Spanish     

GCSE Geography    

GCSE Design and Technology    

GCSE History    

GCSE Computer Science    

GCSE Music    

GCSE Photography    

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition     

GCSE Separate Sciences    

GCSE PE    
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QUESTIONS/NOTES 
 

Congratulations – you have completed the options booklet and are now well on 

your way to choosing the right subjects for you. 

 

So far you should have narrowed down the options to a list of possibilities; the 

next step is to make your final choices.  This should be done on the options form 

you will receive on Options Evening.  The deadline for handing in your completed 

form is Wednesday 3rd March 2017. 

 

If you are still in doubt about what is the best choice for you or would like further 

advice please make a note of your questions below.   

 

Questions/Notes 
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THE WAY FORWARD 
 

At the Options Evening on Thursday 16th February 2017 at 6.00pm there is an opportunity to 

meet with subject teachers and discuss the suitability of courses for your child.   If you have any 

questions following Options Evening, please feel free to email Miss Hewitt, who will pass your 

questions onto the relevant member of staff for a response or complete the form below.  

Hewitt.e@sjttc.org  

In all cases we will attempt to place your child in the option subjects of his or her choice but 

there may be occasions when due to group size or for timetabling reasons, this will not be 

possible and the “preference choices” will apply. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sir John Talbot’s School 

Please return to Miss H Webb, Director of Lower School via the school office. 

 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Tutor Group: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred time of appointment: ______________________________________ 

 

Parent signature:  ________________________________________________ 

 

Please outline your query: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Office use only 
 

Appointment Date: ____________________________________________ 
 
Staff Member: ________________________________________________ 
 
Notes: _______________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:Hewitt.e@sjttc.org
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