
History A Level
Entry requirements:
A grade 6 or above in GCSE English. A grade 6 or above in History is desirable, but not a
necessity. 

Course Overview 
(Year 12)
Paper 1- Russia 1917-91 from Lenin to Yeltsin. 30% of final grade. 2 hour 15 minute exam.
Paper 2- The German Democratic Republic 1949-90. 20% of final grade. 1 hour 30
minute exam.
(Year 13) 
Paper 3- Poverty, public health and the state in Britain, c1780-1939. 30% of final grade.
2 hour 15 minute exam.
Coursework- Focus on interpretations about the extent of opposition in Nazi Germany.
20% of final grade.

Course Content
Russia: The story of the communist government in Russia is one of rise, transformation and
decline. This topic will enable you study one of the most dramatic periods of History.  The
introduction of the new Marxist Ideology in the world’s largest country. We will explore every stage
of Russian transformation from the terror used to secure it, to the celebrations of culture and the
arts. This topic will help you understand the wider world and the crisis of the 20th Century.
Relations with Russia by the western powers helps you understand both World Wars and the Cold
War which shaped domestic and foreign policies throughout the world.
Poverty and Public Health: The issue of poverty and public health in the 18th and 19th Centuries
increased so rapidly with the rise in population that it became the most pressing matter for society
as a whole.  Disease and illness know no bounds, rich and poor alike were affected.  Without
solutions to these problems, the epidemics and disease outbreaks would continue to devastate
society.
This topic explores the fundamental questions of how was `respectable` nineteenth century
society to deal with these people? Was state and government intervention the answer? You will
learn how the government begins to tackle societies problems on a national scale for the first
time.  The system that is created was the forerunner to today's system and how we support or
most vulnerable groups.
GDR: A study in depth of the creation, development, decline and collapse of the communist East
German state, 1949-90. For the whole of its existence, East Germany was a key focus of world
attention as it lay on the frontline of the Cold War, where contrasts between East and West could
be seen at their starkest. Students will gain an in-depth understanding of the political, economic,
and social policies of the East German government in this period, and their effects on the lives of
its people.
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Coursework: An independent project where students will measure the extent of opposition within
Nazi Germany. They will undergo a taught course of the period 1933-1945 with an emphasis on
historical analytical skills. Students will have the freedom to read from a breadth of historians and
select 3 to analyse in detail. The final piece is a 4,000 word assignment that is marked internally
then moderated by the exam board.

Is this course right for me?
If you have a passion for History, and a genuine desire to learn about how the world around us
was shaped this course is right for you. In addition, a love of reading, will help you to fully
immerse yourself in the course content. History is a well respected, academic course and highly
regarded by universities. It suits a selection of a-levels such as English, Philosophy and Ethics
and Geography. However, also compliments as a 3rd or 4th a-level alongside a choice of scientific
and mathematical subjects. This allows your analytical, writing and interpretative skills to flourish
and ensure a broad spectrum of abilities.

Opportunities
Acquiring a History alevel gives you transferable skills into a range of sectors and careers.
Employers value highly the ability to problem solve,
weigh up evidence, analyse sources of evidence and evaluate difficult issues that all come from
studying a History a-level. Whilst constantly featuring in the top 5 most highly regarded subjects
for the universities, it shows prospective higher institutions you have a high academic ability and
an impressive literacy standard. Careers include: journalism, law, teaching, engineering,
government, financial services, medicine and publishing.

Provision of all courses will depend on demand. Course list correct at time of upload (Oct 2017)
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