
Creativity - Photography
Our vision

• Our vision is to prepare and motivate our students for a rapidly changing world 
by encouraging them in critical thinking skills, creativity, imagination and 
independence. We aim to instill vital life skills in the form of a thorough and 
diverse curriculum.
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Intent (including moving on from…)

Units: Landscape and Natural Forms, City Life, Portraiture and Identity.
Skills: A range of techniques developed in the foundation year involving digital editing, studio lighting and DSLR cameras.
Next Steps: Students will complete their Portraiture and Identity Unit from September Yr 11 until their exam is issued in January.

Implementation
60% Coursework 40% Exam.
The GCSE in Photography  is a broad and flexible course that requires students to develop an appreciation 
of the creative process through a practical response, using a variety of photography techniques and 
processes. Students should explore critically how artists and photographers from diverse cultures, times 
and societies have arrived at solutions and communicated meaning using the formal elements. Students 
should use this knowledge when developing new ideas, recording observations and creating outcomes 
which fully realise their personal intentions.
Literacy: The ability to research and respond to other artists’ is expected in both a visual and written way. 
When evaluating their own work students explain links with other artists’ ideas.
Numeracy: An understanding of scale and proportion is demonstrated through the use of formal elements 
within their work.
Home learning: Photography tasks. 
Wow Moments: Pupils are taken on trips to different locations and  have opportunity to take their own 
photos for development. They also have opportunity to see the work of artists and photographers which 
aid with inspiration.

Impact 
Develop skills through out to create independence and knowledge to be applied to the exam.

The Big Picture
Year 10 Photography students begin their GCSE course with a 6-7 week foundation unit titled 'Landscape and Natural Forms', gaining knowledge of the formal elements and various skills and 
techniques. Pupils will then begin their initial coursework project 'City Life', they will be encouraged to take the project in their own personal direction choosing artists and starting points. 
During the second half of the summer term pupils will begin a Portraiture and Identity project which will take them through to year 11.

Year Group 10

Consider your 
assessment Markers

Identify where the 
following will take place;

Key assessments 
Low stakes testing
Deep marking points
Home learning
Examinations
Conferencing/MAD time
Moderation

Autumn Term

Project assessment
Home learning once per half term.  

Summer Term

Project assessment
Home learning once per half term.  

Spring Term
Project assessment
Home learning once per half term.
Mock exam
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Intent (including moving on from…)

Units: Portraiture and Identity, Exam topic.
Skills: A range of skills developed from Yr 10

Implementation
60% Coursework 40% Exam.
The GCSE in Photography  is a broad and flexible course that requires students to develop an appreciation 
of the creative process through a practical response, using a variety of photography techniques and 
processes. Students should explore critically how artists and photographers from diverse cultures, times 
and societies have arrived at solutions and communicated meaning using the formal elements. Students 
should use this knowledge when developing new ideas, recording observations and creating outcomes 
which fully realise their personal intentions.
Literacy: The ability to research and respond to other artists’ is expected in both a visual and written way. 
When evaluating their own work students explain links with other artists’ ideas.
Numeracy: An understanding of scale and proportion is demonstrated through the use of formal elements 
within their work.
Home learning: Photography tasks. 
Wow Moments: Pupils are taken on trips to different locations and  have opportunity to take their own 
photos for development. They also have opportunity to see the work of artists and photographers which 
aid with inspiration.

Impact (including next steps…)

Building on skills learned and apply them independently to the exam. 

The Big Picture
Students receive 3 hours of teaching per week. Year 11 Photography students continue with their Year 10 unit 'Portraiture and Identity until the end of Autumn 
term. From January of year 11 pupils will receive their exam topic from Edexcel which they will complete as a project over 20 hours. This culminates in a 10 hour exam 
whereby pupils complete a final outcome for their project.

Year Group 11

Consider your 
assessment Markers

Identify where the 
following will take place;

Key assessments 
Low stakes testing
Deep marking points
Home learning
Examinations
Conferencing/MAD time
Moderation

Autumn Term

Deep marking of  coursework project 
in time for data entry.

Summer Term
Deep marking of coursework and 
exam work. .  
Moderation internal and external

Spring Term
Exam paper issued
Initial deep marking of exam unit in 
time for data entry.
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