
Sir John Talbot’s School

CURRICULUM



SJT Kaleidoscope 

Curriculum

As a school we are committed to the 4 KACI principles. We 
are crafting a curriculum that enables students to…

Know more and remember more

Experience regular Assessment and feedback

Learn through Creativity and enjoyment

Feel Inclusivity and that they belong.



Why is our vision a kaleidoscope?

Inside the kaleidoscope, are a number of mirrors. 

These are our students. They reflect.

The kaleidoscope holds a variety of colourful 

objects, like beads, pebbles, or small pieces of 

glass. These are the different parts of our whole 

school curriculum. These items are free to move 

around. The curriculum moves differently for 

different students.

When you rotates the outside of the kaleidoscope, 

the mirrors (students) reflect the movement of 

the small objects (curriculum). 

The reflection of the mirrors is what you see 

when you look inside.

The students are a reflection of the curriculum we 

give them.



Geography
Our vision in Humanities

We are striving to enlighten students to the broader 
human experience in a 21st century world. Students will be aware of 
the risks to our planet, tolerant, and celebratory of different faiths and 
understand the significance of the past and how it has shaped the 
world today. The seeds that Humanities gives them will grow into 
curiosity and compassion for the planet and its people.
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Welcome to the 

world

What to expect…
What to expect

What to expect

Content – The continents and examples of 

countries within them, key geographical skills which 

we will use for the rest of the year for example map 

and graph skills.

Bigger Picture Questions – What do I already 

know about the world? Where do these skills fit in to 

the rest of my time at SJT? How can I express 

myself like a Geographer? 

What to expect

Year 7 Geography Year Overview
What is my Learning Journey this year?

Your teacher will also set each Flipped Learning  task on 

Class Charts for your home learning every week
You will use the resources provided to complete the task

Home Learning

Content – definition of development and how it is 

measured, how to reduce the development gap, how the 

worlds population is spread out, the demographic 

transition model,  population pyramids, challenges with 

population

Content – study of the local area including: 

industry, crime, town centre and fieldwork 

techniques to complete a piece of fieldwork on 

Whitchurch 

Bigger Picture Questions – Is Whitchurch town 

centre in decline?

Content – The difference between weather and climate, 

climate graphs, the causes of rainfall, wild weather, 

tropical storm formation and how we respond to tropical 

storms and microclimates 

Bigger Picture Questions – What is the difference 

between weather and climate? What wild weather does 

the world experience? What are the effects of tropical 

storms and how do we respond to them?

Cultural Connections/
Real World Links

• An example of a country and a real-world issue in each 
of the continents

• Fieldwork – firsthand experience
• The importance of meteorologists and the work they 

do
• Case study of real Tropical Storms  

Bigger Picture Questions:

• What effect do human actions have on the 

world? 

• What challenges can be caused by human 

actions?

• How do humans respond to these challenges?

Development and 

Population

Whitchurch Local 

Study

Weather and Climate

Bigger Picture Questions 

What are some of the issues caused by large 

populations? How can we manage 

population? Should we manage population?
   

How can I learn more about these topics?

Books include:
Prisoners of Geography: Our World Explained in 12 Simple Maps

Earth Heroes: Twenty Inspiring Stories of People Saving Our 

World 

No One is too small to make a difference – Greta Thunberg

Factfulness – Hans Rosling

Activities include:

CAT Centre

Assessment 1 Assessment 2









Learners will continue their 
studies by focusing on the 
Middle East. As part of the 
module students will 
consider the physical and 
human geography of the 
region, as well as study the 
opportunities and 
challenges of living in this 
location.  

Unit 5: The Middle East 

The UK is a surrounded by 
breath taking coastal 
scenery. In this unit of 
work students learn about 
coastal processes and the 
landforms they create.
They also investigate the 
costs and benefits of 
protecting our coastline 
against the ravages of 
coastal erosion.

Want to get ahead? 

Read this newspaper 
article: 

Unit 4: UK physical features 
- Coasts

Unit 3: Resource 
management 

This unit of work links in 
with science where 
students look at 
ecosystems, food chains 
and animal adaptations. 
From a geographical 
perspective students 
focus on two main 
biomes – Tropical 
rainforests and The Arctic 
and the arguments for 
and against developing 
these fragile 
environments. 

Unit 2: World biomes

Learners will begin the 
topic by understanding the 
basic geography of this 
fascinating continent. 
Asia is seen as the 
powerhouse of growth for 
Newly Emerging 
Economies (NEE’s) so 
students will learn about 
why a range of different 
industries locate in Asia 
and whether China can 
challenge the USA as the 
next super power. 
Want to get ahead? 
Prisoners of Geography: 
Our World Explained in 
12 Simple Maps

Unit 1: Diverse Asia 

KS3 Geography:  Year 8
What is my learning journey?

Home 

Learning

Missed a lesson or need some revision notes?

• General revision - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg

• Oaks academy lessons – 

• https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-

stage/key-stage-3/subjects/geography

Why not visit Chester Zoo - 
https://www.chesterzoo.org/
Or scan the QR code for a 
virtual tour.

Explore the centre for 
alternative technology - 
https://cat.org.uk/

Walk around the globe at the 
Eden project: 
https://www.edenproject.co
m/

Wider reading –
Geographical association 
recommended KS3 reading  
list

Want to get ahead? Watch 
the BBC series Planet Earth 
Pole to Pole.

The worlds natural 
resources are under 
pressure now more 
than ever. 

Students will look at 
the availability, use and 
future management of 
the following 
resources:

Water.
Energy.

Soil.
Food.

Want to get ahead? 
BBC bitesize
revise & test

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/geography
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/geography
https://www.chesterzoo.org/
https://cat.org.uk/
https://www.edenproject.com/
https://www.edenproject.com/
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Tectonics 

What to expect…
What to expect

What to expect

Content – Physical processes cause plates to move 

resulting in tectonic hazards. The impacts and responses to 

hazards, including earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis. 

What to expect

Year 9 Geography Year Overview
What is my Learning Journey this year?

Your teacher will also set each Flipped Learning  task on 

Teams
You will use the resources provided to complete the task

Home Learning

Content – What countries are in Africa? What biomes are in 

Africa? Ethiopia’s growing economic importance. Migration 

into urban areas in Africa. What is life like in the Sahel? 

Content – Where does my 

food and clothes come from? 

What can I do to be more 

ethical and sustainable? 

Bigger Picture Questions – 

What are my global 

connections? What impact do I 

have on people and the 

environments across the 

globe?  How can I reduce my 

negative impact? 

Assessment

Content – The evidence for, causes 

of and the impacts of climate change. 

Mitigating and adapting to climate 

change. 

Bigger Picture Questions – Is 

climate a natural or human problem? 

Will climate change improve or reduce 

my standard of living? How can I 

tackle climate change?

Cultural Connections/
Real World Links

•  Understanding why some countries are risky to live in. 
• Place study of Africa to tackle misconceptions and 

increase understanding of other people and cultures. 
• Understanding we have a global economy where we rely 

on other countries for essential goods. 
• Understanding the impacts of my actions on other people 

and the environment. 
• Identifying strategies to reduce my impacts. 

Bigger Picture Questions:

• What are the connections between the human 

and natural world? 

• What impact do I have on the environment? 

• Are my actions ethical? 

• How can I become a more sustainable citizen?  

Africa

Globalisation 

Climate Change
Bigger Picture Questions 

Why do people assume everyone in Africa is poor? Why do 

people think Africa is hot and dry? What impact is climate change 

having on Africa? How can the impacts of climate change be 

reduced? 

Assessment 

Ideas for home activities
The Impossible – disaster drama film following the impacts of the 

2004 Boxing Day Tsunami.

Create your own earthquake-proof building using marshmallows and 
straws.

War on Plastic – BBC documentary investigating issues surrounding 

domestic and corporate waste. 

Conduct an audit of your clothes. Where have them come from? How 
far have they travelled to reach you? 

Blue Planet / Planet Earth – BBC documentaries narrated by David 

Attenborough showing our diverse planet. 

Places to visit 

Center for Alternative Technology, 
Machynlleth

Natural History Museum, London

Bigger Picture Questions – 

How can tectonic hazards be 

managed? Why does wealth 

impact the severity of hazards? 

Why do some countries 

respond better than others to 

hazards?  

End of Year 9 Assessment 









Sc
h

e
m

e
 o

f 
Le

ar
n

in
g 

Y
EA

R
 O

V
ER

V
IE

W

Intent
Units covered: Unit 1 : Urban Issues and Challenges with FIELDWORK   Unit 2 Living World    Unit 3 Physical Landscapes of the UK with FIELDWORK
Skills covered: Students will use a range of geographical skills, including data description, analysis and evaluation; fieldwork data collection methodology, presentation, analysis and 
conclusion. 
How does this link with their previous learning? GCSE skills are embedded throughout KS3 so this year continues the development of geographical description, explanation of human 
and physical processes, analysis and evaluation. Topics such as Physical landscapes and Living World revisits and extends prior learning from year 8 coasts and ecosystems. GCSE Climate 
change is studied in year 9 so the foundation for GCSE has been set and will continue to be built upon. 
How can this be extended?  The students are now going to be applying their knowledge to GCSE examination questions. Further reading and use of real case studies will extend 
knowledge
Implementation
The course has both human geography & physical geography and  fieldwork enquiry. The 
Urban and Rivers work not only addresses the Paper 1 and Paper 2 specification but also 
Paper 3 fieldwork questions. 
• Group enquiry work and opportunities for leadership and initiative as well as fieldwork 

study
• A fieldwork enquiry engages the students in real life geographical enquiry. These WOW 

moments are at the beginning of the course  in October and the end of the course in 
July.

• Literacy will  be promoted with the use of key geographical vocabulary and key words.
• Assessment will be through GCSE style questioning and AfL via whiteboards, traffic 

lights and live marking.
• Retrieval practice is embedded throughout the course this year and content is 

interleaved to ensure it is revisited frequently through starter activities and home 
learning.

• Any necessary interventions will be identified here and actioned

Impact By the end of the year students will have a good range of geographical place contexts and concepts that cover both human and physical geography. They will develop their 

own views about geographical issues and present them in a clear and coherent way.   Students will be able to collect primary data and use that data to answer a geographical enquiry 
question.  The year should build on and consolidate geographical knowledge and skills  so that the students can develop their geographical understanding and ultimately perform in the 
Year 10 GCSE trial examination.

The Big Picture
Year 10 sees students starting the full GCSE course with 3 lessons per week. They cover topics from Paper 1  including Ecosystems, Coasts 
and Rivers & Paper 2 Urban Issues and Challenges.  Fieldwork is also completed during this year with both Urban fieldwork enquiry taking 
place in Liverpool and Physical Rivers enquiry taking place in Erddig.

Year Group: 
Geography Year 10

• AfL throughout the year within 
lessons with whiteboards, 
traffic lights, live marking

• Low stakes testing for key 
vocabulary and technical terms

• BUG and PEEL to support 
extended writing.

• Geographical description, 
analysis and evaluation of data 
within lessons using GLAH and 
GCSE

• Mock exams 

Autumn Term
Pillar 1 GCSE Examination questions. 
Mid term assessment :  Urban 
Rio/Frieberg

Summer Term  Year 10 Exams May
Pillar 3 GCSE Examination questions.
Rivers Fieldwork Enquiry Question

Spring Term
Pillar 2 GCSE Examination questions. 
Hot deserts



S
T

A
R

T

O
n

 t
o

 

Y
e
a
r 

1
0

The Challenge 

of Natural 

Hazards 

What to expect… What to expect

What to expect
Content – Tectonics, weather hazards, 

climate change. Causes and consequences 

of each. 

Assessment – Written GCSE exam 

questions. End of unit and module 

exams. 

Bigger Picture Questions – How does 

wealth affect the severity of hazards? How 

we reduce the risk of hazards? 

What to expect

Year 10 Geography Year Overview
What is my Learning Journey this year?

Some extra information can be found in these websites

Home 

Learning

Content – Global urban growth. Case studies of 

urban change in Rio de Janeiro (NEE) and 

Liverpool (HIC). Urban sustainability with a focus 

on transport and resources. 

Assessment – Written GCSE exam questions. 

End of unit and module exams. 

Content –  An overview of food, water 

and energy. In depth study of food to 

include areas of surplus and deficit and 

strategies to increase food supply.

Assessment – Written GCSE Exam   

 Questions. End of Unit and module 

exams. 

 Bigger Picture Question – Can 

enough food be produced for 

everyone in the world? 

Cultural Connections/
Real World Links

Case studies and examples are used throughout 
to explain the theory. A range of local and 

global examples are used to provide a broad 
knowledge of the world. 

Bigger Picture Question:- 

Urban Issues 

and Challenges 

Physical 

Landscapes in the 

UK 

The Challenge of 

Resource 

Management

Bigger Picture Question 

How does wealth affect 

urban challenges? How 

can cities be improved to 

make them more ‘livable’? 

What can I do at home?

GCSE POD
GCSE Bitesize

Content An overview of the 

UK landscape. Physical 

processes, flooding and 

management of river and 

coastal environments. 

Assessment Written GCSE 

Exam Questions. End of unit and 

module exams. 

Bigger Picture Question – Can 

humans control physical 

environments? 

How does wealth affect people's 
quality of life and standard of living?
How does the physical and human 
world interact? 
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Intent
Units covered: Unit 1 : Natural Hazards – tectonic and meteorological    Unit 2  Changing Economic World   Unit 3 Challenges of Resource management – FOOD. ( Option 1) 
Skills covered: Students will use a range of geographical skills, including data description, analysis and evaluation;  issues analysis and  revision techniques, building upon those practiced 
in year 10
How does this link with their previous learning? The topics studied in this year  complete the content for the GCSE examination and will continue the development of geographical 
description, explanation of human and physical processes, analysis and evaluation.
How can this be extended?  The students are now going to be applying their knowledge to GCSE examination questions. Further reading and use of real case studies will extend 
knowledge
Implementation
.    Course content will be delivered in a variety of engaging ways with great emphasis on   
     examination techniques and GCSE style of questioning. 
• Group enquiry work and opportunities for leadership and initiative
• Literacy will  be promoted with the use of key geographical vocabulary and key words.
• Assessment will be through GCSE style questioning.
• Assessment will be through GCSE style questioning and AfL via whiteboards, traffic lights and 

live marking.
• Retrieval practice continued throughout the course this year and  content interleaved to 

ensure it is revisited frequently through starter activities and home learning.
• Revision will be facilitated both in lessons and during extra curricular time including any 

necessary  interventions for certain pupils

Impact By the end of the year students will have a good range of geographical place contexts and concepts that cover both human and physical geography. They will develop their 

own views about geographical issues and present them in a clear and coherent way.   Students will be able to collect primary data and use that data to answer a geographical enquiry 
question.  The year should build on and consolidate geographical knowledge and skills  so that the students can develop their geographical understanding and ultimately perform in the 
Year 11 GCSE trial examination and ultimately in the final external examination. 

The Big Picture
Year 11 covers topics again from both Paper 1 : Natural Hazards &  Paper 2 : The Changing Economic World and The Challenge of 
Resource Management.   This year will also see two trial examination periods . The course should be completed by the beginning 
of March.    We will also be studying the Pre-release materials for the decision-making  ‘Issues Analysis’  part of Paper 3.   The 
topic for the issues analysis is not known until March. 

Year Group: 
Geography Year 11

• AfL throughout the year within 
lessons with whiteboards, 
traffic lights, live marking

• Low stakes testing for key 
vocabulary and technical 
terms

• BUG and PEEL to support 
extended writing.

• Geographical description, 
analysis and evaluation of data 
within lessons using GLAH and 
GCSE

• Mock exams 

Autumn Term
Pillar 1 GCSE Examination questions. 
Mid term assessment :  Natural 
Hazards ; 1st trial examination

Summer Term : Revision and 
external  examinations. 

Spring Term
Pillar 2 GCSE Examination questions. 
2nd Trial examination
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The Living 

World

What to expect… What to expect

What to expect
Content – Ecosystems on a small and large 

scale including their locations, Tropical 

rainforests and their management and hot 

deserts. 

Assessment – Written GCSE exam 

questions. End of unit and module 

exams. 

Bigger Picture Questions – Can the TRF 

be managed sustainably? 

What to expect

Year 11 Geography Year Overview
What is my Learning Journey this year?

Some extra information can be found in these websites

Home 

Learning

Content – World development and how it is measured. 

The Demographic Transition model and population 

structures. Uneven development and factors which cause 

this. The development gap and how this can be reduced 

through aid, tourism, debt relief and fair trade. Case 

study = Nigeria. The changing UK Economy and the 

north south divide. 

Assessment – Written GCSE exam questions. End of unit 

and module exams

Content – revision of key topics from the 

GCSE spec. Focusing on key skills such 

as OS skills and graph skills. Writing 

skills such as PEEL and PEDAL will be 

practiced in order to ensure answers are 

fully explained and detailed. 

Assessment – Mock exams and exam Q 

practice

Bigger Picture Question - Am I 

prepared with revision of case study 

knowledge and facts and figures. 

Cultural Connections/
Real World Links

Case studies and examples are used throughout 
to explain the theory. A range of local and 

global examples are used to provide a broad 
knowledge of the world. 

Bigger Picture Question:- 

Changing 

Economic 

World

Pre-Release

Revision and Exam 

skills 

Bigger Picture Question 

Can the development gap be 

reduced in a sustainable way? 

How has the UK economy 

changed? 

What can I do at home?

GCSE POD
GCSE Bitesize

Seneca
Internet Geography 

Content – An in-depth study of 

the prerelease booklet 

Assessment Written GCSE 

Exam Questions and Mock Exams

Bigger Picture Question – This will 

depend on the content of the pre-

release. Previous questions have 

required a decision to be made and 

justified. How can we reduce the development 
gap? 
What is the impact of development 
on the environment?  
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Intent 
Units Covered: Topic 1, Tectonics and Hazards: Topic 2B Coastal Landscapes & Change, Topic 3 Globalisation: Topic 4A Regenerating Places (T2B & T4A are option themes)
Plus Fieldwork & Individual Investigation preparation.
Skills Covered: Understanding the nature and use of different types of geographical information. The collection, analysis and interpretation of such information – including qualitative 
approaches such as coding and sampling and quantitative approaches such as measures of dispersion, correlation and association. Undertake informed and critical questioning of data 
sources. Communicate and evaluate their findings. Developing an enquiry; Asking geographical questions, geographical description and analysis.
How does this link with their previous learning? Students are building upon the geographic, cartographic, graphical, numerical, statistical and literacy skills from GCSE together with the 
use of qualitative and quantitative data analysis. They continue to develop their evaluative skills in forming an argument  through extended writing. Topics of Coastal landscape, tectonic 
hazards, regeneration and development (globalization) link to and develop ideas studied at GCSE.
How can this be extended? Through guided wider independent reading and making links with current events in the news.

Implementation
• Shared between two staff. Staff 1 teaches Topics 1 & 3. Staff 2 teaches Topics 2B & 4A Individual Investigation 

predominantly taught by Staff 1. 
• Students always study one physical and one human topic  (e.g. T1 Tectonics and T4 Regenerating Places) at one 

time to maintain variety. 
•  Fieldwork is delivered through a week-long residential fieldwork. 
• Place studies will be linked to geographical skills and analysis. Place studies and examples are carefully chosen to 

allow for a mix of local, national and global  context.
• Challenge tasks are embedded within the modules. 
• Links to fieldwork and methods are embedded within the teaching of all modules. 
What are the WOW moments? 
Visiting new places and completing new styles of fieldwork. Choosing and designing their own investigation based on 
their interests. 
How are literacy skills to be developed and extended? 
Prep work and homework are used to encourage independence and challenge. 
Challenging literacy tasks (e.g. GEOFILES) are embedded in learning. 

Impact
At the end of the year students will be familiar with the style and content of paper 1 & paper 2. They will have a range of place studies to exemplify the ideas and concepts within the 
specification. They will have begun the enquiry process for their individual investigation and completed the compulsory fieldwork that will enable them to prepare a route to enquiry for 
their individual investigation. They should also be finding geography challenging and enjoyable with a wide range of stimulating real life place studies and have begun to relate these to 
their own values and attitudes.

The Big Picture
Dynamic Landscapes.  Paper 1, Tectonics and Coastal Landscapes
Dynamic Places Paper 2 Globalisation and Regenerating Places.
Compulsory human and physical fieldwork.  Individual Investigation begun after Easter in Summer term. 

Year Group: 

Geography Year 12

Folder checks
Exam questions for both 
technique and content.

Extended writing questions 
(12 &20) throughout the 

course. 
Extended questioning in 

lessons

Key assessments : 
End of Unit exams 

following the A-level 
structure. 

Mock exams
Papers are moderated 
across the department. 

Autumn Term: Initial assessment. 
1, 2 & 4 exam questions & skills, 
extended exam questions & 
preparatory work.

Summer Term: June mock exams 
in Paper 1 and 2.Individual 
investigation  - planning and 
preparation. Data collection 
strategies & methodology.

Spring Term: January mock 
exams in Paper 1 and 2. 
Extended exam questions & 
preparatory work bi-weekly



What to expect:

Year 12 Geography Year Overview
What is my Learning Journey this year?

You will have two year 12 teachers and will be taught two different topics simultaneously. . 

Home Learning

The module investigates how and why 

variations in wealth exist both within 

and between places. A variety of case 

studies are used to highlight how 

regeneration projects can create 

successful and unsuccessful 

economies. Consideration is given to 

different players and how their own 

interests influences their view of the 

regeneration schemes.    

4A: Regenerating 

Places 
2B: Coastal Landscapes 

and Change  

Bigger Picture Questions 

How can a spiral of decline be broken? 

Why are social and economic factors 

interlinked? Can a regeneration project 

ever be truly successful? 

Places to visit 

• Albert Docks, Liverpool

• International Slavery Museum, 

Liverpool (QR)

• Olympic Park, London 

Film /TV 

• The War to Live in London: 

Regeneration Game (2015) 

• Cornwall with Simon Reeve (QR) 

Assessment 

Assessment  will be ongoing 

throughout the year. You will have a 

range of in class and homework 

assessment pieces to complete. This 

include: 

* Fortnightly exam style questions. 

* End of unit tests 

* End of module tests 

* Mock exams 

1: Tectonic Processes 

and Hazards

Bigger Picture Questions 

Is a holistic approach required for a 

management strategy to be successful? 

How do management strategies vary 

between LICs and HICs? Can sea level rise 

be controlled? 

Places to visit 

• Aberystwyth / Ceredigion coast 

• Holderness coastline 

Film /TV 

• The impossible (2012) 

• Extreme Engineering: Venice Flood 

Gates (2004) 

What to expect:

The module begins by looking at the 

geology of coastlines and how 

coastlines are susceptible to both 

human and physical processes. 

Students will look at a range of 

examples to show how the coastline 

can be managed, using both soft and 

hard engineering. The players’ 

perceptions of the success of the 

management is also studied. 

An additional 4 hours of reading and research is expected each 

week in Geography. This may be work provided by your teacher as 

‘homework’ or ‘prep work’ or may be your own research. Watching 

the News and reading newspaper articles is an excellent way to 

support your geographical understanding.  Additionally, there are 

many excellent films and documentaries (especially Simon Reeve 

and David Attenborough) which will support your studies. 

Real world and cultural links 

The Geography A-level course 

provides several opportunities for 

students to study local and global 

environments, cultures and economies. 

The course also introduces the 

students to a range of potential future 

careers within geography.   

What to expect:

What to expect:

Bigger Picture Questions 

 Why has globalisation spread rapidly 

during the 21st century.? What impact does 

globalisation have on the environment, 

culture, cities and Whitchurch? What is the 

future of globalisation?

TED talks (QR) 

• The end of globalisation and the 

beginning of something new.

Book to read 

• Prisoners of geography

• The mighty dollar 

Globalisation and global 

interdependence continue to 

accelerate, resulting in changing 

opportunities for businesses and 

people. Inequalities are caused within 

and between countries as shifts in 

patterns of wealth occur. Cultural 

impacts on the identity of communities 

increase as flows of ideas, people and 

goods take place. Recognising that 

both tensions in communities and 

pressures on environments are likely, 

will help players implement sustainable 

solutions.

Tectonic hazards represent a significant 

risk in some parts of the world. This is 

especially the case where active 

tectonic plate boundaries interact with 

areas of high population density and 

low levels of development. Resilience in 

these places can be low, and the 

interaction of physical systems with 

vulnerable populations can result in 

major disasters. An in-depth 

understanding of the causes of tectonic 

hazards is key to both increasing the 

degree to which they can be managed 

and putting in place successful 

responses that can mitigate social and 

economic impacts and allow humans to 

adapt to hazard occurrence.

Bigger Picture Questions 

Why are some communities more 

vulnerable than other from tectonic 

hazards? How can the impact of tectonic 

hazards be managed?

Places to visit 

• Iceland!!

• The Natural History museum, London 

(QR)

Film /TV 

• The Impossible 2012 

• BBC Earth – The power of the planet 

• Haiti – a year after the quake (QR)

3: Globalisation  

✓ Fieldwork – You will complete a minimum of 4 days 
fieldwork covering both human and physical 
geography and a range of data collection methods, 
presentation and analysis. 

✓ NEA - The purpose of this non-examination 
assessment is to test your skills in independent 
investigation. You will be required to undertake an 
independent investigation that involves fieldwork. 
The focus of the investigation must be derived 
from the specification the you are studying
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Intent Units Covered: Topic 5 The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity. Topic 6 The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security; Topic 7 Superpowers; Topic 8A Health, Human Rights and 

Intervention.  NEA Independent investigation.
Skills Covered: Understanding the nature and use of different types of geographical information. The collection, analysis and interpretation of such information – including qualitative 
approaches such as coding and sampling and quantitative approaches such as measures of dispersion, correlation and association. Undertake informed and critical questioning of data 
sources. Communicate and evaluate their findings. Developing an enquiry; Asking geographical questions, geographical description and analysis. Developing synopticity in extended 
writing (for paper 3 issues analysis) using the Players – Altitudes & Actions and Futures & Uncertainties framework.
How does this link with their previous learning? Students are building upon the geographic, cartographic, graphical, numerical, statistical and literacy skills from GCSE and year 12 
together with the use of qualitative and quantitative data analysis. They continue to develop their evaluative skills in forming an argument  through extended writing. Topics of 
Superpowers and Health human rights & intervention are synoptic in their extent.
How can this be extended? Through guided wider independent reading and making inks with current events in the news. Develop their evaluative skills on a range of source materials 
including newspaper articles and marketing materials.

Implementation
• Shared between two staff: Topics 5 and 8A delivered by one member of staff; Topics 6 

and 7 by another.
• All staff review, support, mark and moderate individual investigations.
• Practice for paper 3 issues based analysis throughout the year based upon geographical 

issues within a place based context that link all three synoptic themes within the 
compulsory content areas.

• Revision of two year course to be ongoing but formalized after Easter break.

Impact A complete and comprehensive knowledge of 8 topics, (including 3 synoptic themes). Completed NEA Individual investigation. Students fully prepared for the 

three exam papers in content and style with an Independent exam revision preparation programme. Students will be energized about Geography and the impact of people 
on the environment, have studied a  wide range of stimulating real life place studies and have begun to relate these to their own values and attitudes. Students will develop 
a keen interest in keeping up to date with current issues within the news and through wider reading. 

The Big Picture
Dynamic Landscapes: Paper 1: Carbon Cycle and Energy Security, Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
Dynamic Places: Paper 2:  Superpowers: Health, human rights and Intervention 
Paper 3 Synoptic Issues Analysis
Completion of individual investigation (NEA)

Year Group: 

Geography Year 13

Consider your assessment Markers
Folder checks 
Exam questions for both technique and 
content.
Extended questioning in lessons
Key assessments : Marking & 
moderation of individual investigation 
deadline January 2020:  Moderation after 
trials exams
12 and 20 mark extended exam 
questions, 

Autumn Term. Individual 
investigation complete.

June mock exams in Paper 1, 
2 & 3 Synoptic assessment.

January mock exams in Paper 
1 and 2. Extended exam 
questions & preparatory work 
bi-weekly



What to expect:

Year 13 Geography Year Overview
What is my Learning Journey this year?

You will have two year 13 teachers and will be taught two different topics simultaneously. . 

Home Learning

Superpowers can be developed by a 
number of characteristics. The 
pattern of dominance has changed 
over time. Superpowers and emerging 
superpowers have a very significant 
impact on the global economy, global 
politics and the environment. The 
spheres of influence between these 
powers are frequently contested, 
resulting in geopolitical implications.    

7: Superpowers 5: The Water Cycle and 

Water Insecurity  

Bigger Picture Questions

How do countries gain superpower status? 

How and why do countries lose their 

superpower status? Will China ever 

challenge US dominance? Will the world 

develop into a multi-polar world? 

TED talks

• Global power shifts (QR)

Films/ Books to read

•  The power of Geography.

• The accidental superpower 

• American Factory (Netflix)

• BBC 2 – The Chinese are coming

Assessment 

Assessment  will be ongoing 

throughout the year. You will have a 

range of in class and homework 

assessment pieces to complete. This 

include: 

* Fortnightly exam style questions. 

* End of unit tests 

* End of module tests 

* Mock exams 

8A: Health, Human 

Rights and Intervention

Bigger Picture Questions

How important is the global hydrological 

cycle to life on earth?  How can players 

influence surpluses and deficits in the water 

balance? Can water management schemes  

mitigate the reduction in local and regional 

water supplies?  Will we ever run out of 

water?

Places to Visit

Eden Project

Film /TV/ Books 

Global Water Wars – You tube

“ When the rivers run dry” Fred Pearce

What to expect:

Water plays a key role in supporting life 

on earth. The water cycle operates at a 

variety of spatial scales and also at 

short- and long-term timescales, from 

global to local. Physical processes 

control the circulation of water between 

the stores on land, in the oceans, in the 

cryosphere, and the atmosphere. 

Changes to the most important stores of 

water are a result of both physical and 

human processes. Water insecurity is 

becoming a global issue with serious 

consequences and there is a range of 

different approaches to managing water 

supply.

An additional 4 hours of reading and research is expected each week in 

Geography. This may be work provided by your teacher as ‘homework’ or 

‘prep work’ or may be your own research. Watching the News and reading 

newspaper articles is an excellent way to support your geographical 

understanding.  Additionally, there are many excellent films and 

documentaries (especially Simon Reeve and David Attenborough) which will 

support your studies. 

Real world and cultural links 

The Geography A-level course 

provides several opportunities for 

students to study local and global 

environments, cultures and economies. 

The course also introduces the 

students to a range of potential future 

careers within geography.   

What to expect:

What to expect:

Bigger Picture Questions

 What are the key components of the carbon 

cycle? How have humans affected the 

carbon cycle and what are the implications of 

this? Can the world comeback from the brink 

of a carbon tipping point? Is renewable 

energy the answer to reducing climate 

change?

 Places to visit 

Centre for alternative energy (QR)

TV/Films

• BBC – climate change the facts 

• An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power 

(2017)

A balanced carbon cycle is important in 

maintaining planetary health. The carbon 

cycle operates at a range of spatial scales 

and timescales, from seconds to millions 

of years. Physical processes control the 

movement of carbon between stores on 

land, the oceans and the atmosphere. 

Changes to the most important stores of 

carbon and carbon fluxes are a result of 

physical and human processes. Reliance 

on fossil fuels has caused significant 

changes to carbon stores and contributed 

to climate change resulting from 

anthropogenic carbon emissions.

Bigger Picture Questions

How have levels of  development varied 

over time?  Are traditional economic 

measures of development still useful?  

Can interventions ever remove the gap in 

development between countries?  

TED talks

Hans Rosling : How not to be ignorant 

about the world.

 Media / Books

Gapminder –  Website

How I learned to understand the world : 

Hans Rosling

6: The Carbon Cycle 

and Energy Security

Traditional definitions of development 

are based largely on economic 

measures but have been increasingly 

challenged by broader definitions based 

on environmental, social and political 

quality of life with many new measures 

used to record progress at all scales in 

human rights and human welfare. There 

are variations in the norms and laws of 

both national and global institutions that 

impact on decisions made at all scales, 

from local to global. These decisions 

lead to a wide range of geopolitical 

interventions via international and 

national policies, from development aid 

through to military campaigns.

Paper 3 - Synoptic assessment of 

geographical skills, knowledge and 

understanding (within a place-based 

context) from compulsory content 

drawn from different parts of the 

course.
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