
MUSIC
SUCCESS

Spring 2016

AWARDS
SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY
FIRST AID



David O’Toole
Headteacher

Welcome to the Spring edition of our School Newsletter. This is an
exciting time of the year when GCSE and A Level groups are
approaching their terminal assessments and preparation for the
examination season is well underway.
As we approach the final push for examinations, anything and
everything is possible. We have worked with Year 11 students on
revision techniques and stress management and would urge you
to support your child in managing their time during the revision
period leading to their examinations. Students in all years,
including Sixth Form, have access to a range of resources, made
available to them through lessons and academic mentoring. All
Years 10 and 11 students also have access to GCSEPod, a
revision app accessible on any internet-ready device. Students
can stream podcasts wherever they have internet access and can
even download content to listen to later on mobile devices; so
there really is no excuse for students not to revise.
This term we have seen the debut performance from our new
Brass Band, and musical events across the school continue to be
a huge success. In January, we launched the ‘SJT School of
Performance’, a specialist stage school run on various Sundays
throughout the year. This initiative is a fantastic opportunity for
students to extend themselves creatively. To find out more please
contact Mrs Peate in the Music Department.
Students from both Sir John Talbot's School and The Marches
School recently took part in a moving four-day visit to Poland and
Auschwitz-Birkenau. This, combined with the experience of
speaking to a Holocaust survivor here at the school, has allowed
students to learn from both the past and present about global
politics, morality and humanity. These experiences are an
incredibly powerful way of provoking thought and helping young
people develop an understanding about the importance of being
part of a global community.
Our DofE program continues to be a fantastic opportunity for
students at Sir John Talbot’s School. As well as fun and
informative expedition preparation, this term has offered
numerous chances for students to develop life skills such as
cooking, first aid and health and safety.

Welcome

EXAM CHECK LIST
Year 10-11
GCSE Art, Photography and
Sculpture Exams: 14th - 26th April
BTEC and GCSE Summer Exams:
16th May – 22nd June 2016
Sixth Form
A Level Art/Photography Exams:
20th - 29th April 2016
GCE Summer Exams:
16th May – 28th June 2016

SUMMER EXAMS
● Students must be on time for their exams. Morning exams start at 9 a.m. and

afternoon exams start at 1.30 p.m. Please ensure that you allow plenty of time
for your journey.

● When taking exams, bags, coats and mobile phones should be left in the bag
store. Because of this, it is recommended that you do not bring any valuables
with you to the exam.

● Mobile Phones – Students must not have mobiles phones or any
technological/web enabled sources of information in their possession
(either on or off). Please do not bring them to school.

● You should bring with you the correct equipment needed to do your exams as
these will not be provided in the venue. Only clear pencil cases are allowed
on your desk - any others should be left in your bag. Do not use gel pens.

● In an exam where you have the use of a calculator, you should not have a
calculator cover on your desk.

● Sshh! There is absolutely no talking or communication between students once
you enter the exam venue.  If you have any questions, you should raise your
hand once seated and an invigilator will come to you.

● You should wear your full uniform for all your exams.
● No food is allowed in the exam venue. If you have a special requirement,

please see the Exams Office before the exams start.
● Water bottles are allowed in the exam hall if necessary. These should be

clear bottles with a spill-proof cap. There should be no label on the bottle.
● If you are ill on the day of the examination, please contact the school as soon

as possible to obtain advice.
● If your exams run until 3pm or later, you must ensure that you have made

alternative arrangements to get home (if necessary).

Elsewhere in the community, our Arts staff have worked
collaboratively with Whitchurch Junior School on an art installation
to support St Alkmund’s Church during their window restoration.
We continue to work collaboratively with all our feeder schools on
a range of activities, from STEM (Science, Technology
Engineering and Maths) to Languages and Sports, work that
clearly benefits the whole of the local community.
We have recruited two new members of staff to the PE
Department, both of whom are incredibly passionate about a wide
range of sport. I am told that we have been entered into many
sporting events and county competitions for the term ahead and I
look forward to seeing further development of our sports facilities
and continued growth of the leisure centre.
We surveyed parents at our recent Year 9 Parents’ Evening to
find out how effectively they felt we have been communicating
with them and to investigate how
we might make improvements in
the future. We have seen a
growing number of requests to
receive information by both text
and email and so we will continue
to develop these avenues
alongside sharing information via
our newsletter and website. Please
ensure that we are aware of any
changes to telephone numbers or
email addresses and we will do all
we can to keep you informed about
events and activities. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you
for your continued support and
wish you a happy Easter.
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News

TRANSPORTS
Our Year 11 GCSE Drama students took part
in a theatre workshop with a professional
theatre company on Wednesday 3rd
February. They spent two hours working with
professional actors from Pipeline, learning
what it is like to be an actor by exploring body
language, characterisation and building
rapport. They also worked on excerpts from
the script of one of Pipeline's plays,
‘Transports’, which the students came back
later that evening to watch. They learnt a huge
amount from working with these professionals
and acted as real ambassadors for the
school. The performance was outstanding and
enjoyed by all. Well done Year 11! Pipeline
are currently touring and are due to perform in
Theatre Severn very soon.

The Year 8 Geography students were
recently set a homework task to produce a
model of a volcano. A range of excellent
models were produced, many of which even
lit up, produced actual lava or were edible!
Well done to Hugh Davies and Charlotte
Gardner who produced two particularly
impressive examples.

YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY

In January, SJT launched its ‘School of
Performance’, a specialist stage school run on
various Sundays throughout the year. The school
has made a fantastic start and already has nearly
30 members. Members of the SJT School of
Performance are  now working towards a Summer
production of Mamma Mia!

Year 7 students in
Religious Education have
been learning about
religious buildings during
recent months. Their final
piece of work was to
produce a model of a place
of worship. Some fantastic
models of all shapes and
sizes were made. Pictured
here are Katie Chambers
and Nikita Dobson with
some of the models.

Mr O’Toole recently presented one scientist from each year
group with an award for Outstanding Performance in Science.
This is the first time the presentations have been made.

SCIENCE AWARDS
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More News
MUSIC SUCCESS

Congratulations to Oliwia Figura for getting
through to the regional round of Future Chef,
which took place in Stoke on Trent College
recently. Oliwia's dishes looked and tasted
wonderful and the judges were very impressed by
her flavours and presentation. Competition was,
however, extremely tough and she did not make it
through to the next round on this occasion. A big
thank you to Claire Dawson for providing this
opportunity and to Suzanne King for supporting
Oliwia and Claire with the event.

FUTURE CHEF
COMPETITION

The music department has recently put on two hugely
successful shows at the school and even produced its
first ever live CD.
The performance of Godspell at the tail end of last year
was a sold-out triumph, but its legacy has lived on in the
form of ‘Godspell in Concert’, a live performance CD of
the show produced by a professional recording company.
Copies of the album have been made available from the
school office, at a suggested donation price of £5, and
already sales have topped the £1000 mark.
GCSE music students also performed wonderfully at the
School Recital earlier this month. Debbie Peate, Head of
Music at the school said, “The recital was great. Many of
the GCSE students used it as a springboard to gain
confidence in their performances and some had never
even performed on stage before.”

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Alistair Shah has been presented with an award
from ‘The Lions Club’ for completing 100 hours of
community service in the last 12 months.

Year 7 students recently  took part in a scheme designed to enhance their skills in English through the medium of
football. The students took part in six English language sessions and six PE football-focused lessons led by coach
Neil Homer. The Year 7s successfully completed the scheme and were all awarded a certificate for their
participation and hard work. Neil from Shrewsbury Town said that he was “impressed with the effort and enthusiasm

which they showed in both the classroom-based lessons and in the training
sessions.” It is hoped that the scheme, developed by Shrewsbury Town in the
Community and Shrewsbury Football Club, will become a regular occurrence.

SHREWSBURY TOWN IN THE COMMUNITY
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School Trips and Visits

Year 10 Triple Science students visited Oswestry
School to take part in a Medical Education
Conference earlier this term. The aim of the day
was to inform pupils about career opportunities
within the NHS, with a particular focus on careers in
medicine. A variety of specialists ran different
sessions including seminars in Oncology and
Gastroenterology, discussing their day-to-day roles
and experiences. Some students were even taught
how to suture a wound and practised on a pig’s foot!
The day concluded with a debate on whether ‘the
NHS has had its day’ and, despite strong arguments
in support of this statement, all of our students voted
in favour of keeping our health system as it is.

MEDICAL
EDUCATION
CONFERENCE

Fourteen Sixth Form students
from Sir John Talbot's School and
The Marches School recently took
part in a moving four-day visit to
Poland. The students stayed in
Krakow, where they learnt about
the history of the beautiful city,
and on the second day were able
to visit the Auschwitz-Birkenau
death camp. The emotional tour
highlighted the horrors of the
Holocaust and the enourmous
scale of death and destruction
reaped by the Second World War.
The final day gave the students an
insight into pre-war Jewish life in

Krakow. They met Monika Goldwasser, an incredible
woman who survived the Holocaust after being smuggled
out of the ghetto in 1941. Her parents, knowing that they
had no chance of surviving themselves, saved her life by
taking her to a convent where she was later adopted by a
Polish family. Monika told the students about how her
Polish mother took her in despite the fact she herself
could have been sent to a death camp for helping a
Jew. Monika was unaware of her Jewish heritage until
she was 22-years-old when her mother showed her a
scrap of paper left by her parents listing only her birth
name, date of birth and the names of her parents.
The students also had chance to visit the Oskar

Schindler Museum, housed in the original factory where
he saved over 1,000 Jewish men, women and children
from the Nazi extermination camps.

AUSCHWITZ TOUR
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

The Silver and Gold DofE participants delivered
some interesting and informative talks about
their experiences while on expedition recently. It
is a requirement of the expedition section of the
DofE award for students to complete a
presentation about their experiences and
aims. Congratulations to the groups who have
now completed this section after three very good
presentations were given to staff and parents!

SILVER AND GOLD
DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
PRESENTATIONS

SILVER DUKE OF
EDINBURGH KIT
TALK
The Silver DofE participants received a kit talk from Peter
Moss OBE from the Cotswold Outdoor store in Shrewsbury.
The excellent talk taught the students how to look after their
DofE kit, providing them with numerous tips on how to make
life comfortable while on expedition.
A reminder to all DofE participants and families: if you use your
DofE discount card in your local Cotswold store, you will
receive 15% off all full price purchases.

CALLING ALL FUTURE GOLD
DUKE OF EDINBURGH
PARTICIPANTS
If you have turned 16 and would like to start your Gold DofE
adventure, please see Mrs Morcumb for an enrolment form.
The training for the expedition will start in September 2016.
However, you can start some of the other sections as soon as
you have had your 16th birthday. So, if you are intending to
come to the Sixth Form in SJT, you can get a head start and
begin working towards your Volunteering, Physical, Skills and
Residential sections.

The Silver DofE students recently trained to
become first aiders. In the day-long course, led
by first aid instructor Shane Leavesley, the
students learnt a number of first aid techniques
such as CPR and bandaging. The training was
part of their preparation for the expeditions
they will undertake in May and July.

NEW FIRST AIDERS IN SCHOOL!
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TERM DATES
Summer Term 2016
11th April - 22nd July
Half Term: 30th May - 3rd June
PD Days: 25th July, 26th July

Autumn Term 2016
6th September – 16th December
Please Note – 6th September is for
Years 7 and 12 ONLY. Students in
Years 8-11 and Year 13 will return on
7th September
Half Term: 24th October – 28th October
Christmas Holidays:
19th December – 30th  December
PD Days: Monday 5th September,
Friday 21st October

Staying in a bunkhouse near Glyn
Ceiriog, the Gold DofE participants
once again found themselves
training in snowy conditions. The
weekend training consisted of a
night-time navigation exercise (that
saw the students walking across
fields covered by a foot of snow),
first aid training and a taste testing
session of expedition ration pack
food. Although it is debatable
whether deciding to carry a
snowman home with you is actually
good training for carrying a 70L
rucksack on an expedition!

GOLD DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
EXPEDITION

KEEP UP TO DATE
Facebook/SirJohnTalbotsSchool

@SJT_School

The Silver and Gold DofE groups took park in the annual cook-
off competition. Their task was to produce a tasty (and edible!)
meal using fresh ingredients, which they could cook on
expedition using a Trangia stove. The final dishes were judged
by Mrs Cotrell, Mr Willford, Mrs Burge and Miss Owens. It was
a very close decision but in the end the judges decided that the
'Gold' pasta dish was the winner. Congratulations to Brett,
Emily and Jess from Year 12 who cooked the winning dish!

ANNUAL DUKE OF
EDINBURGH COOK-OFF
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Year 9 and Year 12 students were recently honoured with an opportunity to listen to 93-year-old Holocaust
survivor Chaim Henry Ferster speak about his fascinating life. Mr Ferster had been a prisoner in eight different
concentration camps during the war, including Auschwitz and Buchenwald, from which he was liberated by US
forces in 1945. He put his survival down to a combination of his job as an engineer—which allowed him to work
inside rather than performing hard labour outside where temperatures could drop as low as -25°C—and the
kindness of strangers who provided him with scraps of food, something which gave him extra strength to cope
with the horrendous conditions. After the war he was reunited with his younger sister, a cousin and an uncle
who was already living in England. All other members of his family, including his parents, perished at the hands
of the Nazis.

The Year 9 students found the talk very moving, saying
it brought to life many of the things they had learnt
during their Religious Education lessons, and were
proud to show Mr Ferster some of the memorials they
had designed to commemorate the Holocaust.  Mr
Ferster played the students the Israeli National Anthem
on his violin. Playing the violin was a hobby he gave up
at the outbreak of the war then took up again 18 months
ago—showing it is never too late to start again or try
something new!

Mr Ferster was awarded the British Empire Medal for
services to Holocaust Education in the New Year's
Honours list in January and is very much looking
forward to receiving the award form the Queen.

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR TALK


