
Duke of
Edinburgh’s

AWARD

Apprenticeship
OPPORTUNITIES

ArcheryNEW

Summer 2015

Health
Champions

Year 11



David O’Toole
Headteacher

Whitchurch Festival of
Food and Drink

Thank you to the following
students who helped
steward the Whitchurch
Festival of Food and Drink
as volunteers on Saturday
30th May and Sunday
31st May:
· James Owen
· Jess Booth
· Megan Phipps
· Katie Chidlow

Well done to Jessica Shah who has been
awarded a Blue Peter Badge for art work
she submitted to the programme.

Blue Peter
Badge

Welcome to the summer edition of the school newsletter. We have had
yet another very exciting term with incredible success stories and
achievements. One of the most satisfying achievements of the last twelve
months is, as a school, we have become an active reading school. The
Accelerated Reader program has proven incredibly successful with
students making on average more than seven months better progress on
their reading age, the best being a four year improvement in reading age
score through benchmark testing. Literacy is very important to us and we
would encourage you to keep the momentum going over the summer
break by encouraging your child to continue reading during their holiday
period.

Our awards evening was very special this term and enabled us to
celebrate students individual success across the school and through all
subjects. It is very clear that all students are aspiring to be the best that
they can be and are being rewarded as a result. In another awards
ceremony this term we saw our first Gold Duke of Edinburgh award
presented by celebrity vet, Mr Steve Leonard. The Duke of Edinburgh
award continues to offer great challenges to our students and offers great
rewards and life enhancing experiences.

I am very keen to continue the drive for STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) opportunities in the school. I am committed to
ensuring that students all achieve in Science and Maths and have the
opportunity to learn and experience technology to equip them with skills
for life and the modern work place. It was fantastic to watch students
engaged in ‘Robot Wars’ as part of a recent STEM challenge bringing
students together from both Sir John Talbot’s and The Marches School.

There have been many great moments throughout the term including
transition events, sporting achievements, active learning in languages, our
journalism event and exam booster classes at weekends and during
holidays to name just a few. We have had great support from the local
community and our summer fair and sports day was a tremendous
success with a wide range of sports clubs getting involved to provide
opportunities for our students. Work on our school buildings continues and
having listened to parents and visitors to the school, we have taken action
on the car-parking issues.

Congratulations to everyone for helping make our first year as an
academy a great success for the benefit of your children. Have a
wonderful summer break, stay active and keep safe.

Uniform AppealIf you have any unwanted, good qualityschool uniform (including ties and PE kit)that you are willing to donate to the schoolplease bring to reception.



Sir John Talbot’s

Grocontinental Launches New

We had a fabulous evening when we held the
Year 11 Prom at Goldstone Hall Hotel.  The sun
was shining, the boys and girls all looked amazing
and the venue was beautiful.  The students
arrived in a variety of forms of transport from a
lorry cab to sports cars.

Some of the comments included:
Fabulous prom! Best ever! Food was fantastic!
We all really enjoyed it! We had a great time!

Year 11
PROM
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Apprenticeship Scheme
Young people from Whitchurch will have
the opportunity to apply for three new
apprenticeships on offer at storage and
distribution company Grocontinental, the
town’s largest employer.

Open to students between the ages of 16
and 23, the new roles available will be in
business administration, warehousing
and IT.

The scheme was launched at a special
workshop held at school where members
of staff from Grocontinental chatted to
students about the benefits of the
apprenticeship scheme and the positions
on offer.

Former Sir John Talbot’s student, Oliver
Saywell of Whitchurch, who joined the
company as an apprentice and now
works as an IT Systems Technician,
said:

‘I left school at 16, following the
completion of my GSCEs, and then
joined college. Soon after starting, I
realised that college wasn’t for me and
that I wished to pursue a career whilst
working towards a qualification.

Grocontinental offered me a structured
apprenticeship programme which they
supported me through every step of the
way.  Apprenticeships open many
different doors and combine a
qualification and practical experience.
There’s also the bonus of being paid.’

For further information contact Hazel
Ruscoe on 01948 668209/07970 237068
or hazelruscoe@grocontinental.co.uk

Summer Fayre
This year’s Summer Fayre
raised an impressive £950

and was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk



Year 10 Technology students have participated in a two day Level 2
Hygiene course at SJT. The programme involved food preparation
as well as theory sessions and an online exam. Students have had
the opportunity to develop important life skills and will achieve a
Qualified Accredited Certificate in Food Hygiene, which will support
them in the world of work.

Food Hygiene Level 2

Year 9 students explored French cuisine by cooking up ‘Croque
Monsieur’ in the DT Food room this term. All students thoroughly
enjoyed this cross-curricular experience.

FRENCH
COOKING
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Moreton
Corbet Castle

COMPUTER SCIENCE

The Year 10 GCSE Photography group went on a site
visit to Moreton Corbet Castle this term to take
photographs.

The students captured a range of images to support a
coursework unit.  In addition to this, local professional
photographer Philip Walker visited the school and
gave a presentation in the hall on his career in the
industry.

Two students: Jackson Summers and Cameron Marsh
were also appointed as Assistant Photographers and
supported Philip on location to record Whitchurch's
fabulous 'Party in the Park' event in June.

Photographs taken by Chloe Pritchard, Year 10

Transition
Event

Approximately 80 students
from the primaries took part
in events run by the Year

10 OCR PE group and
some Year 9s. This was

described as an 'absolutely
stunning' event, with the

staff from Tilstock, Moreton
Say, Lower Heath and

Prees praising our
students' conduct  and how
they led and encouraged

the Year 5s.

Our students are really enjoying
leaning more computer science due
to changes we have made to the
curriculum.  Year 9 have been
learning a programming language
called Python. Year 7 have learnt
binary coding. Year 8 are learning
about network topography by
experiencing what it feels like to be a
component in a computer network.
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What have you been up to since
leaving Sir John Talbot’s School?

I attended Sunderland University and
completed a degree in Pharmacy. After
qualifying, I worked in the North-East for a
couple of years and married Christine. I
later moved to Guernsey, set up business
and ran a couple of Pharmacies until
retirement, some seven years ago, from
the role of Managing Director at Lloyds
(Chemists) Ltd. Now married 50 years, I
have two daughters and two
grandchildren.

Hobbies - I still maintain an interest in
Rugby and Cricket, played Rugby for
WHITCHURCH (while still at school),
Chester, Newcastle Colleges and
Guernsey and played Cricket for Malpas,
College and Guernsey.

While at school, I was Captain of Peake
under my hero Bill Cambridge. I was also
Captain of the Rugby and Athletics
Teams and ran for Shropshire (in about
1956!)

War and Peace Students at Sir John Talbot's start their
Religious Studies GCSE in Year 9 and
they began with a topic on war and
peace. Within this topic they looked at
the use of nuclear weapons and a case
study of the devastating Hiroshima
bomb. Whilst learning about the
Hiroshima bomb they heard the story of
a girl called Sadako who was diagnosed
with leukaemia ten years after the bomb
had dropped. Sadako set about the
challenge of making 1000 peace cranes
believing that this would grant her one
wish, but sadly died when she had made
only 644. The students at SJT were so
inspired by her story that they have set
themselves the challenge of making
1000 cranes on Sadako's behalf.

A group of our students are training to
become 'Health Champions.' They will be
joining other students and the NHS to  run
projects which aim to improve services for
the health and wellbeing of young people in
Shropshire. They attended their first training
day on Saturday 9th May at The Beech Tree
Community Centre in Whitchurch. The
Health Champion project is being run by the
youth service in conjunction with the NHS
Clinical Commissioning Group and is
partially funded by the National Lottery.

The students are to be applauded for giving
up some of their own time to be involved in
this valuable, much needed work.

HEALTH

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

CHAMPIONS

What is your favourite memory of your
time at school?

The whole school experience was a great
one, especially for those of us forming the
notorious Malpas contingent.

Can you give a piece of advice you
wish you had when you were 16?

My bit of advice is simple—welcome
every new experience with interest and
above all enthusiasm.

Tony Weaver, Class of 1958

Alumni Feature
Where are they now?

The end of this half term sees a very
exciting time for the SJT Superchoir. After
a whole year of continued success the
choir, which now has over 70 members,
will end the year well and truly on a high.
Following the sell-out success of the two
end of year concerts "Raise Your Voice",
the choir will be heading off to Spain for a
week of sun, singing and excitement. They
have worked hard preparing for this tour
for months and this preparation has paid
off, as was shown in one of the most
spectacular concerts SJT has ever seen!
We wish them all the best for their tour!

SJT SuperChoir

Year 6 French Assessment
Year 8 were exemplary on Friday 22nd May
when they went over to Whitchurch Junior
School to help assess the Year 6 group in
French. They were smartly turned out and
Year  6 said  they were the best French
teachers ever! Watching them teach Year
6 was amazing, they are welcomed back
any time and the Sportscape guys would
like to have our sports ambassadors over
in the summer term at some point to help
with tournaments. Ben Kimberley was a big
hit with the Year 6 boys and they all took
their roles very seriously.

Upper 6th 1957-58
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The creative genius behind Fetch Theatre, Andrew Purvin, visited
Sir John Talbot's School to deliver workshops in the art of
puppetry. This is not the first time that Fetch Theatre have
worked with Sir John Talbot's School. In 2013, as part of links
with the Blackberry Fair, Andrew was an artist in residence at the
school and worked with students to develop a theatre show
based on Whitchurch. The show was performed by Andrew and
the students at the Fair.

Students taking part in the workshops learnt how to control the
puppets and developed their skills in creating emotions,
atmosphere and mood. Sir John Talbot's School has a thriving
arts curriculum and opportunities like this are sought in order to
enrich the curriculum and provide unique learning experiences for
students. Andrew is a captivating artist whose work appeals to
young and old alike. He makes his puppets from scratch and
brings them to life with minute attention to detail.

In the evening Andrew performed his new touring show 'Cloth of
the World ' where the audience were taken on a journey with
fantastical puppets into the Mappa Mundi, a world ruled by the
imagination. The Cloth of the World is a spellbinding performance
featuring Bunraku puppetry, masks and music.

FETCH THEATRE
WORKSHOP

It has been a busy year for Drama students across the school
with five trips to Theatre Severn this year.  Back in February,
Year 13 went to see a Victorian ghost story "Casting the Runes"
which they had to write about in their exam.  They then had a
total contrast when we went to see "Teachers" the following
week, full of hilarity and sheer pleasure.  Year 11 students went
to watch "An Inspector Calls" which they will write about in their
English exam.  Year 10 students went to see the West End best
seller "Blood Brothers" which we all thoroughly enjoyed, and
they have been writing about for their GCSE Drama
assessment.  Finally, Key Stage Three saw "Hairspray" for a bit
of light entertainment which everybody watched with pleasure.
A dramatic time for one and all!

Art and Photography
A selection of GCSE Art and Photography coursework and
exam units of work are pictured below. The work represents
the eclectic way in which the two subjects are taught to
encourage students to explore ideas and media in
experimental and unique ways, resulting in skilled and refined
final outcomes.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

THEATRE
TRIPS

Tomorrow’s
Engineers

Year 9 students were provided
with a day of practical workshops,
aimed at developing their

knowledge of engineering and the wide variety of career
opportunities available. This is the first collaborative STEM event
where students from The Marches School were invited to
participate alongside students from Sir John Talbot's. They
experienced robot building, X-Factor style presentations and
interactive quizzes.

The programme was delivered by Science Made Simple and
Learn by Design and is sponsored by a range of companies
including The Royal Academy of Engineering and Engineering
UK.

Creativity Faculty Exhibition
The Creativity Faculty held its annual exhibition on Thursday 18th
June to celebrate the achievements of GCSE and A Level students.

Students’ work from the different subject areas within the faculty was
on show, including GCSE and A Level, Art, Photography, Graphics,
Resistant Materials and Food Technology. Guests were treated to a
variety of musical performances and enjoyed student led food
demonstrations and refreshments.
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Bronze Award - Training Walk

Gold Award
Training Expedition

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Presentation Evening
The Duke of Edinburgh’s participants celebrated their
achievements at an awards evening on 26th March 2015.  A total of
20 students received their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award certificates
and badges from celebrity vet, Mr Steve Leonard. Fifteen students
had completed Bronze and four students had completed
Silver.  Some current Gold participants were presented with
certificates for the sections of the award they had finished.

One student, Rebecca Furber, has completed all her sections at
Gold and was formally presented with her gold brooch by Mr
Leonard.  She is the first student from SJT to achieve this high
award since the Duke of Edinburgh’s scheme was set up.  She is
now waiting to be presented with her certificate at St James' Palace
in the Autumn.

Four Gold DofE students; Charlotte Lawder, Meg Parkinson, Will Stokes
and Alex Hughes completed their Training Expedition in North Yorkshire
over the Easter Holidays.   Walking over 45 miles in 4 days, the group
experienced driving rain, snow showers, low cloud but thankfully also some
beautiful sunshine.  Even though their kit was wet most of the time, their
morale was good and teamwork ensured a successful expedition.  They
are now looking forward to their qualifying expedition taking place in July
in the Elan Valley, Mid Wales.

Silver Award - Training Expedition
Two groups of Silver DofE students from Year 10 completed their Silver Training Expedition in the
Berwyns near Llangollen between the 30th April - 2nd May 2015.  They walked for 3 days, covering
around 10km per day, and camped for two nights in Cynwyd and Carrog.  Group morale and teamwork
were tested as they had to tackle some very steep hills and very cold & wet weather on the last day.
However, they did brilliantly and are now all ready to face their qualifying expedition in July.

A fantastic afternoon was had by the new Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s participants who took
part in their first training walk along the Sandstone Trail in Cheshire.  They had their first taste
of navigation and walked a total of 6.5 miles.   At the end of the walk they learnt how to use
Trangia stoves and cooked a well deserved curry and rice for their tea!

Students are: Ben Fry, Chloe Edwards, Jack Griffiths, Jasmine Hall, Callum Llewellyn, Nadine
Burke, Sally Chidlow, Shola Bailey, Terri Ziola, Victoria Hopwood.

Bronze Award
Qualifying Expedition
Congratulations to the Year 9 DofE students who all recently passed their
bronze qualifying expedition. They all coped with the challenges of
carrying heavy rucksacks, the strong overnight winds causing lack of
sleep and walking over 23km over the two days. www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk



P.E. P.E. News
Under 13 Girls’ Cricket

COUNTY
CHAMPIONS!

Congratulations to the girls’ Under 15 cricket team
who took part in the first County Hardball Cricket
Tournament at Shrewsbury School on 18th June.
They are now County champions having won all 5 of
their pool games.  This is a fantastic achievement in
a tough competition.  They will now represent
Shropshire in the regional finals at Moseley CC in
July.

Students involved were:

Ashleigh Heath (Captain)
Chloe Pritchard
Hayleigh Busby
Katie Cutler
Molly Davies
Martha Teggin
Eleanor Evans
Tamisa Bailey

Year 11 PE group took
part in Archery sessions
on Friday 17th April, run
by the Whitchurch
Bowmen as part of their
assessment for their
OCR qualification. Five
instructors worked with
48 students in total and it
was a fantastic
experience, as well as
helping students fulfil one
of the assessments for
the course.

Gary Elliott, secretary of
the club agreed straight
away that the club could
support in this way.

Year 11 Archery

The U13 girls' cricket team lost a thriller by 5 runs to
Ellesmere College! They displayed great skills and
played in tremendous spirit. The girls organised their
own brief ceremony at the end of the match, thanking
players, scorers and umpires.

Year 7 Cricket
Despite a sterling effort, the Year 7 boys' cricket team lost to
a very strong team from The Marches School  in the County

Cup, by 25 runs.

Sir John Talbot’s School Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY

T. 01948 660600 E. admin@sirjohntalbots.co.uk W. www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk


