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David O’Toole
Headteacher Reminder

Students should be dropped off and collected
from the front of school only (Leisure Centre
entrance).

BINGO!
We held our Christmas Bingo on the 27th November and raised just under £1000.
We would like to thank the businesses who supported us through donating prizes,
as well as parents and the people who supported the event, despite the horrible
weather. A wonderful night was had by all.

ParentPay- Our new online payment service
COMING SOON

We’re pleased to announce that we will shortly be accepting payments online for items such as dinner money and school trips.
Using a secure website called ParentPay you will be able to pay online using your credit or debit card. ParentPay will be our
preferred method of making payments to school.
What are the benefits to parents and pupils?

● ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the freedom to make online payments whenever and wherever you like,
24/7 –

● The technology used is of the highest internet security available ensuring that your money  will reach school safely
– offering you peace of mind

● Payments can be made by credit/debit card or also through PayPoint
● Full payment histories and statements are available to you securely online at anytime
● Your children won’t have to worry about losing money at school
● Parents can choose to be alerted when their balances are low via email and/or SMS text –

What are the benefits to our school?
The more parents that use ParentPay, the greater the benefit is to our school.  You can help us reduce workloads for all staff,
creating more time to lend to educational support and the smooth running of the school.  Using ParentPay also ensures that all
financial transactions are safe and secure - helping us to remove costs associated with us having to manage cash securely on
the school premises.

How to get started with ParentPay…
We are aiming to go live with this on the 1st of February. More information will follow.
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News

Since September, students from a range
of year groups have been attending
Science club every Monday at
lunchtime.The club gives students the
opportunity to try hands-on, fun activities
and explore areas of Science not covered
in lessons. So far this year’s activities
have included pop-rockets, foam flyers,
static electricity, collapsing cans and fire-
writing. Spaces are still available to join in
the fun. For further details, students
should see their Science teacher or Mr
Jacobsen for further details.

SCIENCE CLUB

On Tuesday 10th November 16 brave
performers from the GCSE and AS Music
classes took to the stage. The GCSE/AS
recital, which was well attended, included
performances on a range of instruments,
with a wide range of genres and styles
showcased. All the students performed
excellently and showed what great
talents students at SJT have. Well done
to all involved!

A huge well done and thank you to all of
those who contributed to the Operation
Christmas Child appeal. As a school we
have sent over 100 boxes to children
who would otherwise be forgotten this
Christmas. An extra special thank you to
the Year 8 Heroes Team who organised
and ran the appeal.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD

Come to the SJT Language Hub... you may
hear anything from French, German, Spanish to
Greek and Latin being spoken!
Year 7s are practising their spellings in French
and some in Spanish too for the end of term
Spelling Bee!
German Club now runs during a Wednesday
lunchtime… open to both students of all years
and staff alike!  No prior knowledge required!
Some Year 7 students also made a lovely
display of Spanish masks to celebrate ‘Dia de
los Muertos’, which we learned about at the end
of last term.

WHAT’S GOING ON AT
THE LANGUAGE HUB?

Well done to Oliwia Figura and
Kyra Furber who won round
one of a national competition
called Future Chef. They will
now be representing the
school in January when they
take part in the next round.
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Sport

The following students participated in
the North Shropshire Cross Country
at the Grove School on Thursday
5th November. All students
involved made a fantastic effort in
terrible conditions. A big well
done to: Tyler Bateman, Matthew
Tinsley, Jake Turton, Eddie
Lewis, Alex Beddows, Jessica
Cartlidge, Nikita Dobson, Daniel
Perkins, Liam Green, Matthew
Busby, Ben Kimberly, Will
Dudleston, Martha Teggin, Holly
Barber, Abbie Beddows, Emily
Bonet Wheatley, Toby Davies, Josh
Davies, Chloe-Anne Higgins,
Victoria Hopwood, Oliver Cowley,
Ben Hayward, Hayden Evans,
Richard Revins, Nathaniel Pilsbury.

NORTH SHROPSHIRE
CROSS COUNTRY

Year 10 football played a mini football match with
Lakelands. They won 2 and lost 2. Excellent effort and
conduct throughout.Two sixth form referees were also a
credit to the school.

YEAR 1O MINI
FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT

Year 9 students have been trying
their hand at fencing, running pistol
shooting as part of a Pentathlon GB
taster event. Students were given the
opportunity to participate in this
enrichment event in recognition of their
excellent ATL scores.
The coordinator was former student who
works for Modern Pentathlon GB.

Well done to the Year 7 rugby team who took part in their first friendly
game away to the Grove on Tuesday 10th November, well supported
by parents and Mrs Jones. Students who took part were Gareth
Teggin, Kenneth Pugh, Eddie Lewis, Sam Heath, Bobby Hughes,
Hayden Podmore, Oliver Cartwright, Jack Barber, Alec Dulson-
Edwards, Tyler Dulson-Edward, Peter Karl, Mateusz Dudek, Lewis
Reeves, Leo Nicholson and Jay Boden.R
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Rebecca Furber, pictured outside
St James' Palace, after receiving
her Gold DofE award. The Duke of
Edinburgh was present at the
ceremony and spoke to the
participants about their sections for
over 10 mins. Rebecca told him
about her residential section which
involved her taking part in the
Rotary Young Leader Award. Many
congratulations to Rebecca for this
fantastic achievement. Rebecca is
now following an apprenticeship
program with retailer Next.

The Year 12 Gold DofE group spent a weekend
practicing navigation in North Yorkshire in the Malham
Cove area. They were lucky enough to have the first
snow fall of Winter 2015 the night before the walk making
the views and landscape even more spectacular. The
walking was interspersed with some snowball fights and
making snow angels! A brilliant time was had by all.
Students pictured are Emily Bond, Jess Furber, Alex
Mellor, Brett Llewellyn and Joe Ciesielski.

WALKING IN
THE SNOW

Three of the Silver DofE participants walked up
Snowdon on Saturday 26th September. Shola Bailey,
Nadine Burke and Callum Llewellyn were joined by Mrs
Morcumb, Mr Sanders and Mrs Scott all enjoyed
amazing views from the top. Clear blue skies made it a
truly memorable day.

REBECCA FURBER GOLD DofE

SILVER DofE
SNOWDON WALK
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Trips and Events

Friday 20th November, 82 Year 5 students from
WJS came to SJT  for a basketball skills day, in
preparation for the North Shropshire heat for the
Shropshire Games Year 5 "3 on 3" tournament.
Students spent a whole afternoon developing their
skills through drills and games. It was a brilliant
event with achievement and enjoyment throughout.
Behaviour and conduct were superb.The event was
planned and run by the Year 10 OCR PE group, as
part of their Leadership in Sport module. Students
involved were:
Chloe Edwards, Chloe-Anne Higgins, Solomon
Challenor, Hayden Evans, Becky Brookfield, Hannah
Smith, Victoria Hopwood, Abbie Evanson, Holly
Evanson, Nathaniel Pilsbury, Hannah Smith, Ben
Fry, Elliot Jones, Charlotte Haynes and Laura
Workman.

WJS TRANSITION
EVENT

ST ALKMUND’S
HARVEST
FESTIVAL
Steven Moore and Aiden Chesworth,
both Year 8, represented the school in
the St Alkmund's Harvest Festival on
Sunday 4th October. They both did a
reading then presented some gifts
as part of the celebration and
they were fantastic
ambassadors to the school.

The Year 12 Geographers went to Somerset and North Devon on
residential fieldwork from 2nd and 6th November.They stayed at
Exford Youth Hostel in the heart of Exmoor National Park. The topics
being studied were 'crowded coasts & rebranding of coastal resorts'
and 'coastal management techniques'. Fieldwork was carried out in
Lynmouth - the scene of the flash flood, Porlock and Porlock wier
where the coast line has been managed using managed retreat,
Minehead to review the hard engineering coastal protection scheme,
Exeter for urban rebranding, and Watchet for rural rebranding.

GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK

The A Level Philosophy and Ethics students attended a conference
held by renowned theologian, Dr. Peter Vardy. Vardy proposed that
God is the most probable explanation for the universe. The students
heard the debate from both sides but remain undecided!

PHILOSPHY AND ETHICS TRIP
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The British Heart Foundation recently donated thirty CPR
kits to the school’s Duke of Edinburgh scheme as part of
an initiative to teach school children to learn CPR.
Teacher and Duke of Edinburgh’s Lead, Louise Morcumb,
said:

“I wanted to get involved when I read that you only have a one in ten
chance of surviving a heart attack in the UK, compared to a one in
four chance if you live in Norway. This is because in Norway, all
school children are taught CPR techniques. As Sir John Talbot’s is
in a rural location, we wanted to equip our students with the skills to
prolong a life in the event of somebody suffering a heart attack, until
such time as emergency services were able to attend.
Around 200 students and staff undertook the training and it is
fantastic to think that all of these people could now potentially save a
life, not just within the school but also within the wider Whitchurch
community.”
All students and staff who successfully completed the training, were
presented with a certificate.

MORE News

Sir John Talbot’s School in Whitchurch recently played
host to a couple of special guests from Shanghai. As
part of the second leg of the secondary exchange, two
teachers have spent just over a week at the school,
working with staff in the Maths department. This visit,
follows a trip made by Pauline Roberts, Assistant
Headteacher at Sir John Talbot’s School in Whitchurch,
to Shanghai in China in September. The main aim of
her visit was to explore, in detail, how maths is taught in
schools in Shanghai and begin to explore ways in which
elements of the Shanghai teaching approach might be
introduced in lessons in England.

SHANGHAI TEACHERS
VISIT SJT

EUROPEAN RESTART A
                 DAY

TERM DATES
Sring Term 2016
4th January - 24th March
Half Term: 15th February - 19th February
Easter Holidays: 25th March - 8th April

Summer Term 2016
Monday 11th April - Friday 22nd July
Half Term: 30th May - 3rd June
PD Days: 25th July, 26th July

KEEP UP TO DATE
Facebook/SirJohnTalbotsSchool

@SJT_School



5-a-side Football
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Over 50 SJT students worked together to create a
fantastic show in just 10 weeks. The sell out
performance showcased the amazing talent we have
here at SJT. The evening was recorded live by a local
recording company. CDs will be on sale from 7th
December for a suggested donation of £5 and will help
to raise funds for the Music Department. A huge well
done to all the students involved!

75 Year 5 Whitchurch Junior
School students attended the
Space Buggy, Technology,
Engineering and Maths at
SJT. They developed a range
of skills including formal
Drawing techniques,
Computer Aided Design and
woodworking skills. Students
worked in teams and raced
their buggies at the end of the
day. Twelve Year 10 students
supported the event and
imparted their Design and
Technology knowledge.

GODSPELL SUCCESS

WHITCHURCH
JUNIOR SCHOOL
STEM PROJECT


