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Welcome to the second edition of our school newsletter.
We have had a very exciting term as a new academy. As a direct result
of our new status, the school has been awarded a development grant
which will fund the replacement of all external doors and windows. This
work will commence during the spring and summer term and will help
give the school a fresh look and improve the heat and energy
efficiency of the school. In addition, we have begun work on the
replacement of our ICT infrastructure with three new computer suites
and laptop banks.
Our reading programme continues to go from strength to strength with
the vast majority of students achieving in excess of 80% in
comprehension tests. I would encourage all parents to support this
programme by encouraging all our young people to continue to read
throughout the holidays and weekends. We are working hard to
further improve literacy levels for all students, alongside the development of a
whole school numeracy programme.
There will be trial examinations for all Year 11 students on our return from the Christmas break, during the
week beginning the 19th January. Please encourage all students in this year group to follow a revision
programme over the next month. Students will be provided with an exam timetable before the Christmas
break.
Our extra-curricular programme continues to flourish with a wide range of sports activities and fixtures and
the school choir is continuing to grow and attract new members. Earlier this term we participated in a fantastic
event hosted by St Alkmund's Church with a selection of student readings, performances and songs by the
Bel Canto choir.
I am extremely proud of everything we have achieved so far together and I look forward to everything else we
will achieve as the year progresses. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and look forward to working with you in
the New Year.

David O’Toole
Headteacher

Visit from local MP
On Friday 28th November Owen Paterson MP visited Sir
John Talbot's School to offer his support. He was taken on
a tour of the school and met with A Level student Sarah
Valentine who is studying Product Design and has
designed a Model Chair which she showed Mr Paterson.

GOOGLE HANGOUTS
As a school we are embracing new technology and have started running
intervention and revision sessions via webinar, using Google Hangouts. This
means students can access intervention and revision materials at home and in
these winter months they do not have to walk home in the dark from an
after-school session. Sessions are recorded and made available for students to
return back to time and time again to recap and revise.
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CREATIVE INTERPRETATIONS
OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
As part of our on-going focus on the centenary of World War One, students from across the school were invited to
devise their own creative interpretation of the First World War for a competition run by the History department.
The entries revealed a huge depth of thought with some beautiful art work and poems being created.
Although it was a difficult decision to make due to the high standard of entries, the results were as follows:
Lower School overall winner: Jessica Shah
Lower School runners-up: Chloe Edwards, Bethany Simmons and Terri Ziola
Upper School overall winner: Ollie Gardner
Upper School runners-up: Jessica Furber and Alistair Shah
The seven students had a 'winners’ lunch' where Mr O'Toole, Headteacher
and Governor, Mrs Diane Gowen, discussed their work and presented their
prizes.
Students’ work has also been displayed during Remembrance assemblies
throughout the week of 10th November 2014, along with research carried out
by Year 9 students into the war dead of Sir John Talbot's, linking in with their
current study of the First World War.

Miss L Holmes
History Subject Lead

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk
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STEM Challenge
Year 10 Technology and Level 2 Engineering students
were recently invited to take part in the ‘build a glider
challenge’ organised and run by the RAF Cosford STEM
team. The event took place at Sir John Talbot's School
and provided challenge and enjoyment for all who took
part. The brief was to design a glider to carry a bottle of
water over an extended distance. The students involved
developed team working, understanding of centre of
gravity and aspects of aerodynamics. Well done to the
students and staff involved.

SCIENCE PROJECT
Year 7 students at Sir John Talbot's School
made 3D models of animal and plant cells as a
half-term project. They had to choose which
materials to use and came up with some very
creative ideas, using papier-mâché, foil, sponge
and even sweets!

New IT Equipment
Year 7 pupils are enjoying their brand new
computer suite which was
refurbished this week. The
latest computer hardware is
enabling the Year 7 to fully
enjoy their unit on
computing, studying binary
and ascii coding.
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CHALLENGE DAY
As part of the Year 5 challenge day, 113 local students from a range of
local primary schools were tasked with creating a desk tidy and recipe
caddy. The intention was to promote their new, exciting and innovative
yogurt brand that they had designed in their science lessons during the
day. Students were invited to experience the
workshop facilities and develop
their woodwork knowledge and
skills. Sixth Form and Year 10
students supported the Year 5s
and imparted their practical
knowledge and expertise.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk
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Staff Training - ExpedFest Cymru
DofE leaders at SJT recently attended the first ever DofE conference at Plas-y-Brenin National Mountain Centre,
Snowdonia.The training proved to be a weekend of inspirational talks, activities and workshops for DofE Leaders.
They came away with lots of new ideas to try out with the Duke of Edinburgh participants back at SJT. Talks from
Tori James, the first Welsh woman to climb Everest and Atlantic rower Niall Mcann showed how their DofE
experiences and a love of the outdoors inspired them to continue to take part in challenging adventures in adult
life. It really did illustrate how DofE can lead to amazing things! So DofE participants - where will it take you!?

Gold Training Weekend
The first Gold DofE training session took place over the weekend of the 28th/29th November in North Yorkshire.
The new gold participants did some navigation training, compass work and route card planning.They navigated
through the spectacular scenery of Goredale Scar, Malham Tarn and across the famous Malham Limestone
pavement.

SCHOOL PARLIAMENT
Students were invited
to apply to be a
candidate in the
School Parliament
Elections. Successful
candidates created
posters as part of their
canvassing campaign.
The election took
place on 5th
November. The new
members of the
School Parliament
have already met and
on the agenda were
improving the reward
system, non-uniform days, positives about the
school and ways to improve the school making it
even better.
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As a result of discussions, there will be a nonuniform day in the New Year. On the last day of
this term students and staff will be able to wear
their Christmas jumpers or woolly hats to raise
money for Cancer Research.
The whole school can
have their say by
bringing their concerns
or ideas to Parliament
members or by using
the online forum of
Google Classroom
which every student has
access to.

Oliver Fo

Megan Jones,
former Head
Girl
Pictured with
her raffle prize

We have had a fantastic weekend of
fundraising events organised by Friends
of SJT beginning with our Christmas Fair
on Friday 5th December. We were
entertained with carols by the school choir
throughout the evening and the hall was
festooned with Christmas decorations and
an array of stalls and of course the big
man himself, Father Christmas. Thanks
to those of you who donated prizes and
took part in the evening. On Saturday,
volunteers including students, staff and
Friends of SJT spent the day bag packing
at Sainsbury’s. Thanks to everyone
involved for your help with supporting both
events which together raised over £1200.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

04

NEWS FROM SIXTH FORM
Students have been enjoying a taste of Sixth Form life at Sir John Talbot's. As part
of their ‘Sixth Form Week’, they were asked to come in smart professional dress
and attended A level taster lessons. They were invited to join Year 12 and 13 in
the common room at break each day for a chat over a slice of pizza, and the week's
highlight was a talk in 6th Form Forum by ex-student and local business woman,
Hazel Ruscoe. The Sixth Form Information Evening on Thursday evening was
the culmination of the week's activities, when the Sixth Form opened its doors to
students and parents to see what we have to offer. We look forward to lots of our
Year 11s applying to join our Sixth Form and welcome interest from students
from other schools just as much.

Mrs Parkinson

RESIDENTIAL
FIELDWORK
The A level Geographers travelled to Exmoor
National Park for a week long fieldwork trip to
study crowded coasts and rebranding of
places.
They stayed at Exford Youth Hostel and
collected data in places such as Porlock Bay,
Minehead, Exeter, Dulverton and Watchet.
The students will be using the data collected
to produce a series of fieldwork and research
reports and to provide the examples for their
unit 2 Geographical Investigations.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

Cambridge
Technicals
Commander Tim Paul came
in to school to speak to the
Year 13 students about the structure and
organisation of a charitable institution called Whitewell Parish
Rooms. This was to enable them to complete an assignment
for their Cambridge Technicals in ICT and Business.
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P.E. News
UNDER 13 RUGBY
Congratulations to the U13 rugby team who beat
the Grove 30-20 on 13th October. They played
some great running rugby and defended bravely
in a game played in pretty foul conditions, but
great spirit by both sides.

UNDER 14 RUGBY
Congratulations to the U14 rugby team who scored
10 tries in their victory over Grove on 16th October.

24HR HOCKEY

EVENT

On the 7th November students from Sir John Talbot’s
School took part in a 24hour hockey tournament in aid of
Midlands Air Ambulance and Children In Need. The event, organised by Sixth Form students,
was a great success with over fifty students from all year groups taking part in raising £1573!
Deputy head girl Jodie White said: “I would like to say a huge thank you to all who donated and
helped to run this event and the local companies, GroContinental, Belton Cheese, Psycle, Target
Feeds Ltd and Stelex who all made generous donations to the cause. It was so lovely to see
staff and students come together in raising money for such great causes. The event raised
£1000 over its initial target which is amazing and it was wonderful to be a part of such an
enthusiastic team”.

UNDER 14 BOYS HOCKEY
The team travelled to Lilleshall Sports Centre to
take part in the Shropshire Schools Tournament,
the winner of which would represent Shropshire in
the Midlands phase of the National competition.
The boys played extremely well against very high
calibre teams. They narrowly lost 1-0 to Adams
Grammar. The boys then lost to William Brookes
School. Having lost two matches on the run, they
showed great character and went on to a victory
over Meole Brace school. Well done to all boys.

Year 7 & 8 Football
Congratulations to the Year 8
girls’ football team and the Year
7 boys’ football team for their
performance in the friendly
Thomas Adams fixture.

www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk

FREE
MONTH
WHEN YOU JOIN

and
enjoy 12 months
membership to the
for the price of 11.

BEFORE 31st JANUARY*
Low monthly membership fee of £15

New Year

New Gym

*Join before 31st January and your monthly payments will be £13.75

No admin fees
Sir John Talbot’s School Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY
T. 01948 660600

E. admin@sirjohntalbots.co.uk
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