
 

 

 

 

EPQ 

 
Extended Project Qualification 
We ask our year 12 students to follow the Extended Project qualification. 

Why study The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ):  

EPQ enables you to explore a topic in depth, or to be creative, in ways that take you beyond or 
outside of your A Level studies. It is designed to sit alongside your other subjects. By taking this 
qualification you develop the sorts of independent learning skills that universities value. It must not 
cover topics you will be examined on for your A Levels (but can, of course, be totally unrelated to 
them). 

What can I choose to do? 

The choices are limitless, no two projects are the same. You will spend the initial period discussing 
your ideas and making the right choice for you. 

Your project will end up as one of the following: 

• An extended essay of 5,000 words 

• An artefact (e.g. piece of art, music, creative writing) 

• A performance 

• A multi-media item (e.g. a short film) 

• The last three must be supported by a report of at least 1,000 words 

Sir John Talbot’s school has made a very successful start with the EPQ, some of our A / A* 
submissions from 2016 being: 

• Nature versus Nurture: Are serial killers born or made? 

• To what extent can music alone affect mood? A composition. 

• Given the lack of funding to the NHS, can we justify treatment for illnesses such as alcoholism? 

• Could artificial intelligence spell the end for humankind? 
 
What do universities think? 
 
The EPQ is valued by Russell Group universities. Universities differ in whether or not they will include 
the EPQ as part of any offer they make to a student, but you students can draw upon their Extended 
Project in their personal statement and at interview to provide evidence of enthusiasm for their chosen 
subject. 
 
Outstanding achievement! 31%  A*- A grades from our EPQ students in 2015-2016. 

 


