
 

 

 

 

Key Stage 4: Year 10 & 11 

History 

 
Introduction and Overview 

 
‘Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it’. George Santayana 
 
If we are to comprehend our current position we need an understanding of our context – 
local, national and international. It is the study of History that helps to gain a sense of place 
in the world by encouraging students to recognise and question some of the key people, 
events and developments that helped to shape the world in which we live. We aim to create 
‘thinking’ historians who are willing to challenge, explore and analyse examples from the 
past to help better understand their present. 
 
Key Stage 4 History is currently taught by: 
Miss Holmes (Subject Lead) 
 
Students follow the OCR School’s History Project A syllabus which aims to develop key 
historical skills via a study in development, a study in depth and a controlled assessment 
investigating a modern historical problem.  
Year 10 students study: 
• Medicine through Time – Prehistoric, Egyptian, Ancient Greek and Roman, 
 Medieval, Renaissance and Modern medicine are investigated to develop skills of  
 change and continuity. (Study in Development).  
• Black Civil Rights in America - Controlled Assessment of 2000 words investigating 
 how equal black people are in modern America (1950s to today). 
Year 11 students study: 
• The American West 1840-1895 – White migration across the North American 
 continent and its impact upon the indigenous Native American population. (Depth 
 study). 
• Black Civil Rights in America - Controlled Assessment revisited. 
 
GCSE History is assessed in the following ways: 
Controlled Assessment (25%)  
Essay completed in lesson time and externally assessed. 
Paper 1: 2 hour terminal written examination (45%) 
The Study in Development and Study in Depth are assessed via source analysis and 
knowledge based questions 
Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes terminal written examination (30%) 
Source Analysis Paper focussing upon Public Health in Britain 1800-1914 
 

How to support your child 

 
Check your child’s exercise book regularly and talk to them about their work, 
especially when completing their revision cards each week. 
Check your child’s homework planner weekly and ask them about their homework. 
Remind your son/daughter that any work missed due to absence must be copied up. 



Help with making a comfortable work space where they can do their homework and 
help them manage their time so that homework is completed on time and revision is 
a regular activity. 
 
If you’re planning a day out, visit a museum or gallery that will tie in with work your 
child is doing in subjects such Geography, History, or Religion Philosophy and Ethics 
- this can be a fun way to add depth and interest to your child's learning. 
 
Encourage your child to watch History related television programmes and 
documentaries. 
Encourage your child to take an interest in places when you go on journeys. 

 

Web Links 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ 
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zk26n39 
http://spartacus-educational.com/ 
 

Additional Reading 

 

GCSE History Schools History Project The Revision Guide Paperback – 20 Sep 2013 

by CGP Books 

 
There is a wide range of historical fiction available including Bury My Heart at Wounded 
Knee by Dee Brown and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
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