
 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 5 Year 12 & 13 

A Level History 

 
Introduction and Overview 

 
‘Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it’. George Santayana 
 
If we are to comprehend our current position we need an understanding of our context – 
local, national and international. It is the study of History that helps to gain a sense of place 
in the world by encouraging students to recognise and question some of the key people, 
events and developments that helped to shape the world in which we live. We aim to create 
‘thinking’ historians who are willing to challenge, explore and analyse examples from the 
past to help better understand their present. 
 
AS/A Level History is currently taught by: 
Miss Holmes (Subject Lead) 
 
Students follow the Edexcel syllabus which covers four units across the 2 years -  historical 
themes in breadth, a British history depth study, a depth study and its associated historical 
controversies and an historical enquiry: 
Year 12 students study and are assessed on the following units: 
• Historical Themes in Breadth – Russia in Revolution, 1881-1924: From Autocracy 
 to Dictatorship and Stalin’s Russia, 1924-53 
• British History Depth Study – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509-40 
Year 13 students study and are assessed on the following units: 
• Depth Study and Associated Historical Controversies – From Kaiser to Führer: 
 Germany, 1900-45 
• Historical Enquiry – Poverty and the State 1930-1955. 
 
AS History is assessed in the following ways: 
Unit 1: Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes  
Two essay questions which require students to present historical explanations and assess 
their significance in the historical context of events, individuals’ ideas, attitudes and/or 
beliefs, and the ways in which they influenced behaviours and action. 
Unit 2: Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes.  
Two source-based essay questions. The first question (a) will focus on reaching a judgement 
by analysis, cross-referencing and evaluating source material. The second question (b) will 
ask candidates to address an historical view or claim using two sources in conjunction with 
their own knowledge.  
A2 History is assessed in the following ways: 
Unit 3: Written examination: 2 hours.  
One essay question with an analytical focus that will require candidates to reach a 
substantiated judgement on a historical issue or problem and a second essay requiring 
candidates to compare the provided source material while exploring an issue of historical 
debate, and to reach substantiated judgements in the light of their own knowledge and 



understanding of the issues of interpretation and controversy. 
Unit 4: A school based unit which is externally moderated. 
Essay A provides evidence of students’ ability to assess the significance of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1834, in the short term and evaluate source material contemporary to the 
period.  
Essay B must provide evidence of students’ ability to identify relevant issues and make use 
of relevant reading and other data as appropriate in pursuit of an enquiry or their own 
choosing and assess the significance of their chosen factor or event in the long term (at least 
100 years) by linking the it with other events and forces for change in the period. 
 

How to support your child 

 
Sixth form study makes new and increasing demands upon the students. Sixth Form 
Students are required to 

 Think at higher levels 

 Process more in less time 

 Work in high pressure situations 

 Resist a wide range of distractions 
Support your child by taking an interest in their learning, assist them in managing their 
increased work load and encourage them to review and develop their notes, ensuring their 
folders remain in good order, on a regular basis. 

Help them with their personal organisation, The following guide questions may help. 
 Is their work in a secure folder (e.g. ring binder)? 
 Have they got a copy of the specification at the front of their file? 
 Do they check off the specification as they learn the topics to check full 

coverage? 
 Is their work organised into sections which relate to the specification? 
 Are their notes readable? 
 Do they leave space between points? 
 Do they have a balance between notes and handouts? 
 Have they completed additional work? 
 Do they use headings and subheadings? 
 Do they use colour to highlight points 
 Are they creating their own timelines/chronological lists as they progress 

through each unit? 
 Do their essays and exam question answers show signs of development 

following teacher marking? 
Remind your son/daughter that any work missed due to absence must be copied up. 
Help with making a comfortable work space where they can do their homework and help 
them manage their time so that homework is completed on time and revision is a regular 
activity. 
If you’re planning a day out, visit a museum or gallery that will tie in with work your child is 
doing in subjects such Geography, History, or Religion Philosophy and Ethics - this can be a 
fun way to add depth and interest to your child's learning. 
Encourage your child to watch History related television programmes and documentaries. 
Encourage your child to take an interest in places when you go on journeys. 
 

Web Links 

http://spartacus-educational.com/ 
http://www.victorianweb.org/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zj26n39 
http://www.tudors.org/as-a2-level/ 
http://www.history.org.uk/index.php 
http://www.historytoday.com/archive 
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Additional Reading 

Hitler – Ian Kershaw 

Hitler and Stalin: Parallel Lives – Alan Bullock 

Tudor England – John Guy 

Reform and Reformation - G R Elton 

Reign Of Henry VIII: The Personalities and Politics Paperback – Dr David Starkey 

The Penguin History of Modern Russia: From Tsarism to the Twenty-first Century - Robert 

Service 

The Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia - Orlando Figes 

 
There is a wide range of historical fiction available including The Book Thief by Markus 
Zusak, Alone in Berlin by Hans Fallada, Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel,  One Day in the Life of 
Ivan Denisovich by Alexander Solzhenitsyn and autobiographies such as Not I by Joachim 
Fest 

  

  




