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SIR JOHN TALBOT’S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
As we approach the summer holidays, our final two weeks are going to be very busy. We will be welcoming Year 6 
pupils into their new school on Wednesday 13

th
 July, with parents attending at 6pm. Meanwhile, on Tuesday 19

th
 July, 

Year 10s and their parents are invited to an evening that will offer guidance on how to be more successful. Please add 
this date to your diary if you have a child in Year 10.  
 
The forthcoming non-uniform day is for Year 7 ONLY. This is a reward for a really great first year.  They will move to 
Year 8 in September and we want to celebrate this. We have some exceptional young people in this year group. 
 
Awards Evening 
We have had a wonderful week of celebrations and fun. Thank you to all who attended the Awards Evening on 
Thursday - you helped create a fantastic atmosphere of celebration alongside the music, readings and presentations. 
All winners were fully deserving of their awards. 
 
Mamma Mia 
Mamma Mia! marked Mrs Peate's final show here at SJT – and what a show it was. The sell-out production was 
deserving of the fantastic applause and appreciation shown by all those who attended. There were tears by the end, 
as when you put so much into a production, as Mrs Peate and the students have, coming to the end will be emotional. 
We wish her well and thank her for the fantastic positive impact she has had on the young people of Whitchurch and 
the surrounding areas. 
 
I would ask that you ensure that your child enjoys the next two weeks but remains focused. There will be some 
expectations of them over the summer: to read, to make visits and to remain interested in their learning. Thank you all 
for your continued support. I am always grateful for the many, many positive comments you make and the time you 
take to show your appreciation for our many efforts.  It helps greatly, especially when we face so many challenges in 
the job; however, it continues to be fantastically rewarding and a pleasure to work with you and your children. 
 
Ms O Glackin, Assistant Headteacher 
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Festival of Education 
 

On Friday 1
st
 July, The Marches Academy Trust held a 

national Festival of Education at The Marches School 
in Oswestry. And what a day it was! From Eddie ‘The 
Eagle’ Edwards and renowned film studio Aardman 
Animations to a baby T-Rex called Sophie and a 
cheeky and very chatty robot called Baxter, the entire 
school came alive with the sound of fun and learning. 
Students from both SJT and The Marches got to enjoy 
an entire day of activities, workshops and inspirational 
talks from the likes of Eddie the Eagle, whose 
incredible and inspiring journey to the 1988 Olympics 
has recently been made into a major feature film. As 
well as careers advice and a whole host of motivational 
speakers, the festival offered students the opportunity 
to get involved in all kinds of enjoyable and educational 
goings-on. One moment they were being put through 
their paces on assault courses by the Armed Forces, 
and the next they were being shown the art of fencing 
whilst Roman soldiers and giant Cretaceous theropods 
looked on. The event was a huge success all round, 
with speakers, delegates and students alike all bowled 
over by the scope of the event, which was the first of its 
kind in the area. The aim of the festival was to give 
both local teachers and local students chances that 
might otherwise be unavailable to them, providing 
valuable professional development for the former and 
vital information and experience for the latter. 

 

 

Reminders 

From this term, as well as printed copies being handed 
out to students, School Letters will now also be 
emailed out to relevant parents/carers via the ‘In-
Touch’ system. If your child is absent for any reason, 
please let us know by 8.30am. Call the School on 
01948 660600 and choose option 1. Please leave your 
child’s name, tutor group and reason for absence. 

Term Dates 
Summer Term 2016: Monday 11

th
 April – Friday 22

nd
 

July                                                                                  

Sailing Sessions 

A group of students from SJT recently took to the water 
for four weeks of sailing sessions with Shropshire Sailing 
Club in association with Energize Shropshire, Telford & 
Wrekin. After spending two sessions on dry land, 
learning all about rigging the boats and being taken 
through capsizing drills, they were fitted for their 
equipment ready to head out on the water. Then, over 
the course of a further four sessions, the students were 
given the chance to set sail for real. 
During the sailing sessions, which are aimed at building 
basic sailing skills for beginners, the students learnt 
about the equipment and the principles of sailing, and 
spent time getting to grips with the boats. At the end of 
the four weeks, the proud students received their 
certificates, having qualified for their RYA Youth Sailing 
Scheme Stage 1. 
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Battle of the Somme 
 

A group of Year 9s at SJT were given the challenge to 
produce presentations for each of the Year 7 and 8 tutor 
groups about the Battle of the Somme, looking at what it 
was, its historical context and why it is still a focus of 
remembrance to this day. The students were given 
around 35 minutes to complete this task in groups of 4. 
Once completed, each group was allocated a tutor group 
to present to during Academic Mentoring. All of the 
students worked with focus and drive, producing some 
lovely presentations which students and teachers alike 
were extremely impressed by. One tutor said of her tutor 
group, 'They thought the presentation was really good 
and, at the end, they gave the Year 9s a round of 
applause. Some of them had never heard of the Battle of 
the Somme before, and seemed genuinely quite shocked 
and appalled. The whole presentation was brilliant.' 
Another said her form expected the presentation to be 
boring but really enjoyed learning about this period of 
history. 

 
  
 


