
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SIR JOHN TALBOT’S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Thank you to those Year 10 Parents and Carers who joined us last Thursday for Parents’ Evening.  A good number 
attended, but we really need to see everyone there.  Please put next year’s dates in your diaries early, although we 
realise that work commitments can make it difficult to attend.  If this is the case, please contact us early - we can 
make alternative arrangements for those few who cannot attend on the date.  We value your input into the support 
we can provide for your child. 
 
At each Parents’ Evening we ask that you complete a very quick online survey about your child in school.  We were 
very pleased to hear that the large majority of parents (97%) who completed the survey found the evening very 
helpful. One comment we received from a parent was: 'This was the best of all the Parents’ Evenings attended, I feel. 
Each teacher was informative, helpful, and motivational, which was very much appreciated, and it felt a lot more 
personalised rather than being general comments. Much appreciated, thank you'. 
 
Use of Mobile Phones 
Students have responded well to the new policy on use of mobile phones which was introduced to ensure greater 
safety for them.  It is a priority that SJT is a safe environment for children and we would ask that parents continue to 
monitor their child's use of social media out of school.  Summary of feedback from the recent Year 10 parent survey: 
96% say their child feels safe at school. 
95% say their child is happy at school. 
96% say the school ensures pupils behave well. 
 
Year 11 Prom  
This date for the Year 11 Prom has been set for Thursday 30th June. The venue will be Goldstone Hall. 
 
Whole School Assembly on Monday 18th April 
The beginning of a new term offers an opportunity for us to bring the whole school together and welcome everyone 
back, as well as to remind students of the aims and goals we have for them.  I congratulated the students on how 
smart they looked and how the majority of students are an absolute credit to their parents and their school.  Please 
go through the Behaviour Code with your child so that there is no confusion as to what is allowed in school and what 
isn't. This will help to ensure that we can continue to keep standards high. The Code can be found in their planner. 
Please also report anything to us that you feel puts youngsters at risk of harm. 
 
We are also keen to get your feedback about these bulletins. If there is anything you feel should be included please 
do let us know. 
 
Ms O Glackin, Assistant Headteacher 
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Like us on Facebook / Follow us on Twitter and keep 

up to date with all the latest school news… 

 

Facebook.com/sirjohntalbotssc

hool @SJT_School 

https://twitter.com/MarchesSchool
https://www.facebook.com/MarchesSchool


Upcoming Trips 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Extra-curricular Activities 

Year 7, 8 and 9 students should by now have chosen 
their extra-curricular activities for the summer term from 
the booklet issued to them last week.  Parents please 
encourage your child to choose from the many 
opportunities in Sport, Music, Art, Latin and ICT to 
name but a few. 
 

An updated extra-curricular brochure for Summer 2016 
can now be found on the school’s website under Clubs 
& Enrichment.  
 

School Council Meeting 
 
We recently spoke with our student council regarding 
our Rewards Assemblies. An excellent discussion took 
place and we received some very good feedback on 
our approach to these assemblies. They were seen as 
very positive indeed. One student was quoted as 
saying, ‘I really like them; there is a good set up, 
inspiring speeches and they definitely make us feel 
valued’.   
However, some of the older students are concerned 
about their exams and missing lessons. It has been 
agreed that The Oscars will remain the way they are, 
as they are ‘really enjoyable and short’. However, some 
changes will be made to the Celebration Assemblies so 
that, while valuable lesson time is not missed, we can 
continue to celebrate all students and their 
achievements.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

WWI Memory Boxes 
 
A History lesson for Year 9s brought students together 
with older members of the Whitchurch community 
recently. During their World War One studies, they were 
asked to consider the impact of the war on the Home 
Front and to use their own time to research and produce 
a ‘memory box’ that would give an insight into life for 
ordinary people during the Great War.  
The students were so captivated by the activity, they 
even chose to share their work with a group of senior 
citizens from Bradbury Day Centre, who visit the school 
on a fortnightly basis for a sociable lunch, presenting 
their boxes and explaining their thinking behind what 
they put inside. The presentation led to a very enjoyable 
discussion about the past for both parties, with the older 
contingent sharing their memories of the past and a 
number of the students getting to play marbles for the 
very first time. 
The students found the session to be both educational 
and fun, and were lucky enough to hear several beautiful 
stories (and even a couple of songs!).  
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Business Club 
 

On May 11
th
, we will be welcoming guest speaker Vic 

Morgan, to our second Business Club forum in the Main 
Hall. He will be discussing technology and digital 
innovation alongside the importance of focussing on 
people and relationships at all levels in order to achieve 
business success. American-born Vic is a Harvard 
Business School graduate with over 25 years’ experience 
in global business, specialising in digital innovation, 
online trading and ethical commerce. 
If any members of the local business community would 
like to attend, please contact 
howes.a@marchesschool.net to reserve your place. 

Bikeability 
 

On the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 April, a number of our students 

will be taking part in Bikeability. The scheme professes 
to be like cycling proficiency, but better! It is about 
gaining practical skills and understanding how to cycle 
on today’s roads. The different levels take trainees 
from the basics of balance and control right through to 
planning and making independent journeys on busier 
roads. 
 

                      Reminders                                              

From this term, as well as printed copies being hand 
out to students, School Letters will now also be 
emailed out to relevant parents/carers via the ‘In-
Touch’ system. If your child is absent for any reason, 
please let us know by 8:30 a.m. Call the School on 
01948 660600 and choose option 1. Please leave your 
child’s name, form, house and reason for absence. 

Term Dates 
Summer Term 2016: Monday 11

th
 April – Friday 22

nd
 

July                                                                                 
Half Term: Monday 30

th
 May – Friday 3

rd
 June   

 Bikeability – 21st and 22nd April 

 Sixth Form Climbing Wall Trip – 4th May 

 Year 7 Golf Day – 13th May 


