
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shropshire Public 
Health Nursing 
Service  

0333 358 3654 

Compass  0345 678 9021 

Early Help  https://shropshire.gov.
uk/early-help/  
 

Parenting Team  01743 250950 

  
SEND Local Offer  
 

https://www.shropshire
.gov.uk/the-send-local-
offer/ 

Competitions 
Exotic Zoo have very kindly sent us this personalised competition for all Marches Academy Trust students to get  
involved with! To enter please follow the instructions in the video and post your poster entries into the comments on our 
Facebook post for a chance to win. Entries must be received by 5pm on Monday 6th April 2020 to count. The winner will 
receive a much sought after Meerkat Keeper Pass Voucher! Head over to this link to get started and learn about 
minibeasts. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ1r6R-UwwU Good luck! 
 
STEM -There is a STEM challenge that has been set up called ‘The great exhibition at home’, which tackles the question 
‘how can engineering save the planet?’. 
From the start of the Summer Term Big Ideas will be running 7 weeks of virtual engagement and support that students can 
take part in, this engagement will focus on one set of challenge worksheets each week. Students, parents and carers can 
keep updated with our weekly Great Exhibition at Home newsletter by signing up through the online form.  
Alternatively, they can download the digital resource pack and weekly worksheets now if they would like to get started right 
away and complete the challenges at their own pace. 
Here is the link: 
https://www.big-ideas.org/join1851/ 
The entries deadline is 20th July 2020 with a chance of winning fantastic prizes including: £500 worth of equipment to 
supersize STEM subjects in our school and the opportunity to video chat one with one of our inspiring engineers. 
 

      | Sir John Talbot’s School, Prees Road, Whitchurch, SY13 2BY 
      | 01948 660600 
      | sjtadmin@mmat.co.uk 
      | sirjohntalbots.co.uk 
 

@SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
 

NOTICES 

CAREERS 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
Hopefully by now you are all settling in to some form of routine with managing online lessons and organising access to 
equipment. Staff have been working hard to try and keep in touch with all students to ensure work is being accessed and 
they are managing with the remote learning. The next two weeks are the Easter holidays which we will observe as they 
should be with some relaxation and a break from the schoolwork. Staff will not run lessons as usual over Easter but may 
make some activities available just for interest or a bit of fun to help with the restrictions on movement at present.  
After Easter we will be changing the way in which work will be set and monitored. Work will still be set on Teams for Key 
Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 students and on Class Charts for Key Stage 3 students, but the work for the week will be loaded 
up a week at a time so that students and families can plan how they manage the work to fit in with family life. This should 
enable students, parents and staff to manage more easily sharing of equipment, bandwidth, etc. Teachers will be clear 
about deadlines and quantities of work, some of which will be short tasks and some extended projects. Staff will also 
publicise how and when they can be contacted with any questions.  
The work set over the summer term will broadly be the same as would, have been set if school had been opened. It is 

important that students complete all work set to ensure they are covering everything they need to cover the course. We will 

continue to try and keep in touch and support where we can.  

We want to celebrate the successes of all students and would love for you to keep us informed of any additional activities 
that the students have done while at home. At the time of writing we are still awaiting instructions for examination  
groups. As a school we are doing all we can to prepare for the provision of grades but the method is not yet  
known. When we have clear instructions I will let you know what the process will be and of course we will  
plan for celebrations as soon as we are able. 
 
Take care, be safe and please continue to follow health advice fully. Best wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Murphy, Careers Adviser, will be 
available for remote career guidance 
during the school closure should your child 
have any career or work experience 
related questions or concerns. She will be 
sending out useful articles and will be in 
touch with colleges and sixth forms to 
keep abreast of developments relating to 
admissions. She can be contacted by 
email at murphy.m@mmat.co.uk 
 

Mr D O’Toole 
Headteacher 

Commendable Community 
Spirit  
Well done to Caitlin Higgins in Year 7 
who has been doing some fantastic 
work in the community. In the village 
where Caitlin resides there are three 
vulnerable elderly residents, to help 
spread cheer she has been making 
cards for them and including her 
contact details should they need 
anything. A very thoughtful and kind 
gesture! 

 
 

E-Safety 
The Houseparty app allows users to 
create open chat rooms where people 
can come together based through their 
mobile phone contacts, Snapchat or 
Facebook account contacts. With the 
current rules about isolation and social 
distancing it is proving a popular app. 
However, there has been concerns 
surrounding hacking and child 
protection, with uninvited guests joining 
video calls. Click here to find out how to 
keep your children safe using this app. 
 
 

 
 

Year 10 Work Experience 
In light of the current pandemic, we will 
be cancelling Year 10 Work Experience 
and making contact with all employers 
and students. 
 

 

WEBSITE QUICK 
LINKS 

Please click on the following useful 
links to find out more. 

 News. 

 Home Learning 

 Term Dates. 

Please follow us on Facebook @SirJohnTalbotsSchool for 
supplementary home learning ideas, news and feel good stories. We 
also encourage you to share your ideas and interact with our posts! 
 

For news from across the Trust, why not also follow 
@MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

FACEBOOK 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Beam – phone based support 
From 2nd April 2020, Shropshire 
Telford & Wrekin Beam will be offering 
a call-back telephone service. 
The support being offered is purely 
phone-based. 

If you feel your child would benefit 
from the support, please take a look at 
their website by clicking here. 

For young people aged 13+ please 
ask them to contact us via 

AskBeam@childrenssociety.org.uk. If 
under 13, an adult will need to email 
on their behalf. 

Student Spotlight  
A look back to a fantastic achievement 
by Year 10 student Harry Corney. 
Harry is a Cadet Lance Corporal in the 
Whitchurch Detachment and took first 
place in the Army Cadets National 
Cross Country Championships! He first 
competed representing Shropshire in 
the West Midlands Regional 
Competition where he won and 
qualified for the nationals.  
 
The National Championship took place 
at Altcar near Liverpool in late 
October, he achieved first place 
running 4 and a half kilometres in 16 
minutes and 47 seconds. This was an 
outstanding achievement – well done 
Harry!  
 
 

 

    Sharing Work 

We wanted to provide somewhere for 
students to share their work during the 
school closure. At the top of our 
Facebook page from Monday, there 
will be a pinned post. Drop work into 
the comments with student’s name 
and we will pick a few each week to 
share on our Facebook feed. So 
please contribute as much as you can, 
show how brilliant and imaginative our 
students are and send us your 
contributions – the more the better. 
Despite this current situation it is 
important we all stick together, keep 
our school running and show we are 
all part of one community. 
 

Trust Newsletter  
The Marches Academy Trust Spring 
Newsletter has been published. It is 
packed with highlights from Cross-
Trust activities that students have 
partaken in and is available to view by 
clicking here. 
 

 
  

Railway Safety 
A reminder of some railway safety: 
The trains are still running (although 
this may be at different times to usual 
so never presume you know when the 
next train will pass). 
-It is against the law to trespass on the 
railway and can result in a fine of 
£1000. 
-The electricity is ALWAYS switched 
on around the railway. 

-Always Stop, Look and Listen before 

using a level crossing. 
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