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Literacy 

The National Literacy Trust have launched a series of Reading Challenges to 

support whole-school literacy and help teachers encourage a culture of reading for 

pleasure in their classrooms. 

Every term, they will be offering different fun Reading Challenges, complete with free 

resources, to get pupils in Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 excited about reading and sharing 

stories they’re interested in - whatever they may be! 

The first challenge is based on illustrator Axel Scheffler’s brilliant artwork from The 

Hope Tree, featured exclusively in The Book of Hopes – a collection of more than 

100 inspiring stories, poems and illustrations edited by Katherine Rundell and 

published by Bloomsbury Children’s Books. More information is available here. 

Nursery rhymes are fundamental to the development of language but this early years 

teacher fears the knowledge of them is dying out. “Each year, I find that fewer and 

fewer children know their nursery rhymes to the point where I fear they are dying 

out.” 

https://www.tes.com/news/early-years-are-nursery-rhymes-dying-out 

The International Journal of Young Adult Literature (IJYAL) aims to foster original 

scholarship covering the theory, critical interpretation, literary history, and cultural 

production of young adult literature from all parts of the world. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/article/dawn-woods/the-international-journal-of-young-adult-

literature/2130 

NLT launched the Local Literacy Leaders’ Network, a national network for local 

leaders. It aims to bring leaders together to share their experiences, learn from each 

other, and become a platform for place-based success stories. 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/we-launch-the-local-literacy-leaders-network-blog/ 

Lockdown, the noun that has come to define so many lives across the world in 2020, 

has been named word of the year by Collins Dictionary. Collins records a 6,000% 

increase in usage of the word since 2019, with TikToker and Megxit ranking among 

mostly coronavirus-related terms. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/nov/10/lockdown-named-word-of-the-year-

by-collins-dictionary 
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Libraries 

IFLA Webinar “Putting Emerging LIS Competencies into Education and Practice: 

Challenges and Opportunities” interview with speakers Kathleen De Long and Vivian 

Lewis. 

https://www.ifla.org/node/93442 

 “Using Universal Design for Learning to Enhance Information Literacy Programs: 

Online and In the Library” Webinar videos available for viewing. 

https://www.ifla.org/node/93427 

School Libraries 

The IFLA School Libraries 2020-2021 Action Plan is now available. 

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/school-libraries-

resourcecenters/publications/sls_action_plan_2020-2021.pdf 

The Reading Agency is offering secondary schools and colleges the opportunity to 

have a free virtual visit from Caleb Femi, poet and director. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/article/dawn-woods/free-virtual-poet-visit/2132 

Education 

According to the schools watchdog Ofsted, children hardest hit by Covid-19 

measures have regressed during the pandemic, with some who were potty-trained 

reverting to nappies and dummies, and others forgetting basic numbers or how to 

use a knife and fork. Older children have lost physical fitness as well as reading and 

writing skills, and some are showing signs of mental distress, which can be seen in 

an increase in eating disorders and self-harm. More children are being taken out of 

school to be home-educated, particularly among families from minority ethnic 

communities, who are at greater risk from Covid and may be more fearful of catching 

it. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/nov/10/children-regressing-and-

struggling-mentally-in-lockdown-says-ofsted 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-children-hardest-hit-by-covid-19-

pandemic-are-regressing-in-basic-skills-and-learning 

Catch-up plan for pupils in England will fall far short as union warns national tutoring 

programme will only reach a fraction of children who need it. An estimated 15,000 

tutors, including PhD students and volunteers – many without teaching qualifications 

– from 32 approved organisations, will be available to deliver tuition to 250,000 

pupils during the current academic year. In addition, 188 out of a final tally of 1,000 

academic mentors will start work in schools to provide academic support to pupils 

most in need. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/nov/02/catch-up-plan-pupils-england-

fall-far-short-headteachers-national-tutoring 
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Children in the poorest areas of England are missing the most schooling, research 

suggests, and attendance levels are at their lowest in regions with high Covid-19 

infection rates. “As we see again and again, the pandemic is exacerbating 

inequalities and reducing still further the chances of levelling up,” said Simon 

Burgess, a professor of economics at the University of Bristol. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/30/children-in-poorer-areas-of-

england-missing-more-schooling-study 

GCSE, AS-level and A-level exams in Wales will be scrapped in 2021, Welsh 

education minister Kirsty Williams has announced. The exams will be replaced by 

coursework and assessments amid ongoing disruption to schools caused by the 

coronavirus. 

https://www.tes.com/news/gcse-and-level-2021-exams-scrapped-wales 

https://gov.wales/wales-approach-qualifications-2021-confirmed-education-minister-

kirsty-williams 

EPI report with recommendations for changes to summer 2021 exams including 

• Consider greater optionality in exam papers 

• Ensure that multiple papers covering a single subject are as spaced out as 
much as possible 

• Allow some grade inflation 

• Further recommendations for alternatives if exams are cancelled. 

https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/testing-and-examinations-in-2021/ 

Nesta are looking for Expressions of Interest from local areas to work in partnership 

to improve outcomes for children in the early years, to help trial, adapt and improve 

services to support children in their earliest years. The programme forms part of 

Nesta's new strategy, due to be published in full in January 2021. 

https://www.nesta.org.uk/project/early-years-innovation-partnership/ 

https://www.nesta.org.uk/press-release/uk-heading-for-a-lost-generation-of-under-

5s-warns-nesta-as-pre-schoolers-life-chances-shaken-in-wake-of-covid-19/ 

BBC Bitesize launches on the CBBC channel as it continues to offer children access 

to curriculum-based education. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/2020/bitesize-cbbc-channel 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/internet 

Equality and Diversity 

'Black activism can't be effective if we aren't taught black history. To avoid repeating 

mistakes and move towards a more equal future, children need to be given a fuller 

picture of the past.' 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/oct/28/black-activism-history 
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Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) students feel "disheartened" and are 

dropping out of studying history at school because they do not feel represented in 

the curriculum, MPs have been told. Three select committees considered calls to 

decolonise and diversify the curriculum. 

https://www.tes.com/news/disheartened-bame-pupils-are-dropping-out-gcses 

Black Lives Matter: tackling racism. “This is where equity comes in. Equity isn’t just 

about giving people what they need, it is about changing the system that brought 

about inequity in the first place. 

We need to give advantages to those who have been disadvantaged and give 

minority groups the opportunity to have an advantage and a platform in situations 

they never had before.” 

https://www.tes.com/news/black-lives-matter-racism-international-school-bame-

diversity-equity-inclusion 

 'Rethinking fairytales as feminist fables is rescuing them, not ruining them. A new 

series of re-jigged tales gets much closer to the spirit of these stories than the 

‘traditional’ versions we’re force-fed.' 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/nov/04/rethinking-fairytales-

feminist-fables-tales-stories 

Health and Wellbeing 

‘I just want to be with my friends’: how will children cope with being cooped up again 

in second lockdown? Lonely, stressed and despondent youngsters could be heading 

for severe mental health issues, experts warn. Interview and case studies. 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/nov/08/i-just-want-to-be-with-my-friends-

how-will-children-cope-with-being-cooped-up-again-in-second-lockdown 

Feelings displays, bubble breath and role-play: a little support goes a long way in 

bolstering children’s resilience. Dr Freyja Fischer looks at how schools can support 

children to deal with their emotions. 

https://www.eif.org.uk/blog/feelings-displays-bubble-breath-and-role-play-a-little-

support-goes-a-long-way-in-bolstering-childrens-resilience 

New report from the Children's Commissioner, Some Sort of Normal, based on their 

survey of 1,500 children who had been back to school since the start of the 

September term. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2020/11/03/what-are-children-happy-and-

concerned-about-since-returning-to-school/ 

The footballer Marcus Rashford has described being “overwhelmed with pride” at the 

progress of his campaign to fight child food poverty as ministers announced a £170m 

winter grant scheme aimed at helping low-income families struggling as a result of 

Covid-19. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/nov/08/marcus-rashford-overwhelmed-

as-government-pledges-170m-to-help-families 

Open consultation on the Total restriction of online advertising for products high in 

fat, sugar and salt. Closes 22 December 2020. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/total-restriction-of-online-advertising-

for-products-high-in-fat-sugar-and-salt-hfss 

Digital Literacy 

The Carnegie UK Trust has published ‘Learning from Lockdown: 12 Steps to 

Eliminate Digital Exclusion’. The report sets out a series of 12 recommendations 

calling for bold action from policy makers, practitioners, academia and industry to 

tackle digital exclusion in the UK. 

There has been increasing recognition of the critical social and economic justice 

implications of access to digital technology in the context of the Covid-19 crisis. 

While new initiatives have been rapidly and successfully delivered across the UK, 

substantially accelerating progress, there is still much more to be done to ensure no 

one is left digitally excluded. 

The new report from the Carnegie UK Trust builds on a decade of work on digital 

inclusion, and particularly draws on learning and reflections from the coronavirus 

outbreak and lockdown period. It focuses on areas for action, including the need for 

development of and commitment to refreshed digital inclusion strategies, the 

importance of quality data, the role of online regulation and the value of embedding 

digital inclusion across public services and within all anti-poverty efforts. 

The package of recommendations is intended to be ambitious and taken collectively, 

recognising that tackling digital exclusion needs sustained intervention, resourcing 

and attention. 

SLT at a Malaysian school decided to carry out random spot-checks on the 

children’s [school provided iPads to monitor the group messages being sent, the 

times the children were interacting online, the apps downloaded, the photos they had 

been taking, and the time spent on their screens. “From a daily average of 11 hours 

to a single-day usage of 19 hours, it was clear there was a problem.” 

https://www.tes.com/news/remote-learning-school-ipad-screen-use-audit- 

Arts and Culture 

Over £18 million in funding will go to eight arts and cultural organisations around the 

country in the second round of Culture Recovery Fund. Grants between £1 million 

and £3 million have been awarded on behalf of the Department for Digital, Culture, 

Media and Sport. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/news/culture-recovery-fund-lifeline-culture-

organisations-across-country 
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Arts Council England are supporting a new initiative, the Thriving Communities Fund, 

designed to incentivise new joined up ways of thinking, in partnership with the 

National Academy for Social Prescribing - to deliver activities that are relevant and 

meaningful to people in their communities in all kinds of ways. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/blog/investing-solace-company-and-distraction 

People 

The free programme for Hay Festival Digital Winter Weekend is out now 

at hayfestival.org/wwe, beaming live from the town of books 26-29 November with 

sparkling conversations, candlelit storytelling and performances. Explore the line-up 

and register for free now at hayfestival.org/wwe. 

Stars of literature, music, sport, journalism, film and TV join for four days of 

conversations and performances: in a Festival exclusive, musician Elton John and 

football manager Arsène Wenger share their love of the beautiful game; there are 

conversations with novelists Dawn French, Lee Child, Irenosen Okojie, Joanne 

Harris, Carys Bray, Ruth Jones, William Boyd, Sarah Moss, John Lanchester, John 

Banville, and this year's yet-to-be-announced Booker Prize winner; dream team 

Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane launch The Lost Spells; we analyse the biggest 

questions of 2020 with journalists and writers Jonathan Freedland, David Olusoga, 

Katya Adler, Noreena Hertz, Stig Abell, Susie Dent, James O’Brien, Charlie 

Brinkhurst Cuff, Elisabeth Fapuro, Candice Brathwaite, the soon-to-be-revealed 

winner of the 2020 Baillie Gifford Prize, and more; and there's family fun with Ed 

Vere, Nick Sharratt, and Benjamin Zephaniah. 

Mary Wollstonecraft finally honoured with statue after 200 years. ‘Mother of 

feminism’ commemorated by Maggi Hambling sculpture in north London. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/nov/10/mary-wollstonecraft-finally-

honoured-with-statue-after-200-years 

Although the decision to represent her as a naked female form has caused 

controversy. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-54886813 

The Children's Reading Partners Roadshow will take place on Monday 23 November 

and will have three sessions with sixteen children's publishers. Book your place fin 

advance. 

https://readingagency.org.uk/news/blog/join-us-and-27-publishers-at-our-reading-

partners-roadshows.html 

 "When you've always been able to read and write you take it so for granted you 

don't realise how lucky you are. I certainly didn't." Extract of Milly Johnson's speech 

about the importance of adult literacy and why she wrote a Quick Read. 

https://readingagency.org.uk/news/blog/when-youve-always-been-able-to-read-and-

write-you-take-it-so-for-granted-you-dont-realise-how-lucky.html 
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A. M. Dassu's new book Boy, Everywhere follows Sami, a child forced to leave his 

home in Syria. Here, she shares what inspired the novel and the impact she hopes it 

will have. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/november/boy-

everywhere-the-importance-of-accurate-authentic-representation-in-childrens-books/ 

Oliver talks about writing his new book for his own daughter and how he's preparing 

his two children for the world. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/november/the-path-

isnt-always-going-to-be-smooth-and-rosy-oliver-jeffers-on-preparing-children-for-the-

world/ 

Authors Aloud UK would like to invite you to join us for our second Virtual Author 

Party on Wednesday 18th November 7 – 8pm. Over 20+ of our authors, illustrators, 

poets and storytellers who currently offer virtual school visits as part of our new 

Authors Online service will be doing one minute speed dating performances 

demonstrating what they do in a virtual visit. 

The invitation is below but please use the link here to register your 

place:  https://tinyurl.com/Y33LRSQS  

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday evening and do feel free to come 

wearing something blingy or sparkly or a party hat       

Annie Everall OBE 

 

www.authorsalouduk.co.uk 

07889 274637 

01543 278410 
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BookTrust Writer in Residence Smriti Halls explains why sharing stories is magical 

and offers her top tips for storytime. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/november/the-secret-

magic-of-reading-together-smriti-halls-top-tips-for-sharing-stories/ 

Photographer Alys Tomlinson spoke to school leavers about missed proms, 

lockdown and hopes for the future. 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/nov/09/prom-portraits-from-the-lost-

summer-of-2020-a-photo-essay 

Awards and Prizes 

The winners of the tenth year of the Information Book Award have been announced. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/iba-2020 

The six shortlisted titles for the 2021 Blue Peter Book Awards have been released. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/news-2020/detectives-

discoveries-and-incredible-people-from-history-make-the-line-up-as-the-2021-blue-

peter-book-awards-contenders-are-revealed/ 

Shropshire SLS 

During the current lockdown teachers are unable to visit the showroom to compile 

projects and we will confirm with you when you are able to visit again. 

However we are still welcoming visits to return and collect projects and appreciate 

that you are booking times to enable us to keep socially distant. 

Thank you for continuing to provide your Spring Term and Artefacts requests which 

we are working on and will be delivered as requested. 

We have 750,000 resources including books, dvds, artefacts (file attached for you to 

circulate), storysacks and group reads. 

We work with regional Primary, Secondary, Special schools and nurseries. We have 

a growing number of schools taking advantage of our discounted packages and new 

services so if you would like to join us please call 01743 255030 or email 

donna.taylor@shropshire.gov.uk 

Thank you for your continued support and feedback and enjoy the rest of the term. 

From the SLS Team – Becky, Donna, Gursharan, Rebecca and Robin.  
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