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Literacy 

The first app specifically designed to help adults improve their literacy with phonics 

has been launched. 

https://www.tes.com/news/phonics-adult-literacy-app-launched 

Lockdown restrictions are having a detrimental impact on families with young 

children in disadvantaged communities, who are spending less time taking part in 

outdoor activities and have less access to books compared with their more 

advantaged peers. So far more than 500 parents of children under three years old 

have taken part in the survey which looks at activities such as screen time, singing, 

playing, exercise, gardening and arts and crafts. “Children depend on high-quality 

interactions to support all aspects of their development, said University of Oxford 

researcher Alex Hendry, who is involved in the study. “It is heartening to see that 

most families have been managing to find time to talk, read and play with their 

babies during this critical time, even amongst everything else going on. But from 

what parents are telling us it is clear that during lockdown some babies have been 

missing out.” 

https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/covid-19-widening-disadvantage-gap-among-

babies-and-toddlers-research-warns 

Wrigglers, wanderers, stampers and shy children... reading different stories to 

different listeners. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/october/wrigglers-

wanderers-stampers-and-shy-children-reading-different-stories-for-different-listeners/ 

Webinar now available to watch again. Professor Teresa Cremin and a panel 

discuss research insights & strategies to enrich informal book talk at home and 

school, and book recommendations that get everyone talking. 

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/news-awards/details/webinar-sharing-the-

pleasure-the-role-of-talk-in-reading 

Transition between primary and secondary is undermined by the vocabulary gap 

between the two phases, report finds. 

https://www.tes.com/news/revealed-word-gap-between-primary-and-secondary 

More than half of teachers don't have time to improve pupils’ vocabulary, according 

to new research. 

https://www.tes.com/news/most-teachers-have-no-time-close-pupil-word-gap 

NLT research reveals the positive power of podcasts on children’s reading, as 

lockdown sees rise in listenership. 

https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=01e254640c&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=96eabdf9e3&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=96eabdf9e3&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=c5dd0f832f&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=c5dd0f832f&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=21d331efc7&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=21d331efc7&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=1eb9dc95c0&e=b19d9f7d01
https://ascel.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df9af6a3a267145e8657d73bb&id=7189235914&e=b19d9f7d01


• Nearly 1 in 4 (23.7%) children and young people said they listened to 
podcasts or audiobooks more during lockdown than they did before. 

• 22.7% of boys engaged compared with 16.6% of girls said they listened to 
podcasts or audiobooks 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/children-and-young-

peoples-engagement-with-podcasts-before-and-during-lockdown/ 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/our-new-research-reveals-the-positive-power-of-

podcasts-on-childrens-reading-as-lockdown-sees-rise-in-listenership/ 

Libraries  

It has emerged that the nation turned to local libraries for cultural sustenance – with 

a surge in the lending of ebooks, and crime thrillers in particular. In total, more than 

3.5m additional ebooks were borrowed between the end of March and mid-August, 

according to Libraries Connected, an increase of 146%. Adding audiobooks and e-

comics, there was an increase of 5m digital items borrowed. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/23/library-ebook-lending-surges-as-uk-

turns-to-fiction-during-lockdown 

School Libraries 

SLA have created a leaflet for parents based on the Egmont reading for pleasure 

research. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/article/dawn-woods/reading-for-pleasure-leaflet/2116 

For the past few years author Tom Palmer has asked teachers and librarians to 

nominate children they think would benefit from the gift of a book for Christmas. And 

would like to do the same for Christmas 2020. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/article/dawn-woods/tom-palmers-christmas-wish/2119 

The Foyle School Library Scheme, offering grants to purchase stock for school 

libraries in need has opened for new applications from 20 October 2020. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/article/dawn-woods/foyle-school-library-scheme/2126 

Education 

A postcode lottery is stopping children in care from going to university. There have 

been far too few care leavers going to university for far too long, just 12% of care-

experienced pupils compared to 42% of their peers. The University Alliance is calling 

on the government to guarantee that all care experienced students who go to 

university receive a standardised, high-quality package of financial and pastoral 

support that is not dependent on their postcode. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/29/a-postcode-lottery-is-stopping-

children-in-care-from-going-to-university 
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Julie McCulloch, director of policy at the ASCL, said: “The fact that nearly half of 

secondary schools have recorded one or more pupils self-isolating due to the 

protocols necessitated by the Covid pandemic, illustrates the continuing high level of 

disruption they are dealing with.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/20/coronavirus-400000-children-in-

england-off-school-in-one-week 

New analysis published by the Education Policy Institute (EPI), supported by the 

Nuffield Foundation, finds that the most disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils in the 

UK are more likely to have missed the most learning time as a result of the disruption 

to schools. 

https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/school-attendance-since-full-reopening/ 

The independent regulator of qualifications in Wales has recommended that all 

timetabled exams should be scrapped next summer, apart from a single paper for 

each A-level subject. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/29/scrap-next-years-exams-urges-

wales 

There have been 18,450 entries for GCSE exams being held this autumn for those 

who weren’t happy with their grades issued this summer. But that number is likely to 

rise when entries in English and maths – which are routinely offered in the autumn 

and have a later entry deadline – are added to the data. 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/over-18000-entries-for-autumn-gcses-but-thats-not-

including-english-and-maths/ 

The Education Alliance Virtual Annual Summit brings together the ~200 member 

organisations and stakeholders to collaborate and drive forward a shared vision for a 

fairer and more equitable education system for all. 17-18 November. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fea-virtual-annual-summit-tickets-124074525245 

A Schools Week investigation has established that nearly £140 million (40%) of the 

promised £350 million in tuition catch-up cash this year, remains unspent. 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/140-million-dfe-national-tutoring-programme-funding-

remains-unspent/ 

YouGov poll shows that schools and nurseries top the list of what the British public 

would want to be kept open during a second national Covid lockdown. 

https://www.tes.com/news/open-schools-are-publics-covid-lockdown-priority 

Equality and Diversity 

The National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) surveyed more than 500 parents and 

found 27% of deaf children were being taught by teachers wearing masks, with the 

figures rising to 49% for students in sixth form or college, and 34% in secondary 

school. “We would be concerned that mask wearing is hampering a child’s ability to 

communicate and learn.” 
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/19/charities-fear-impact-of-masks-on-

deaf-children-in-uk-schools 

LGA call to restore £1.7 billion early intervention funding ahead of surge in children’s 

services demand. 

https://www.local.gov.uk/lga-restore-ps17-billion-early-intervention-funding-ahead-

surge-childrens-services-demand 

Health and Wellbeing 

The probable rates of mental disorders among children and young people has 

increased by almost half since 2017, England’s official survey into child mental 

health has found, with Covid and lockdown identified as aggravating factors. One in 

six children aged five to 16 was identified as having a probable mental disorder – five 

children in a class of 30 students. This was an increase from one in nine children in 

2017. 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/oct/22/one-in-six-children-in-england-

aged-5-16-likely-to-have-a-mental-disorder 

Anne Longfield, Children’s Commissioner for England, response to NHS figures 

showing one in six children in England have a probable mental health problem. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2020/10/22/response-to-nhs-figures-on-

childrens-mental-health/ 

Report from the University of Bath examines education policy and provision for social 

and emotional skills across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

https://www.nesta.org.uk/report/developing-social-and-emotional-skills-education-

policy-and-practice-uk-home-nations/ 

ParentKind have just released the fourth parent snapshot surveys charting the 

impact the Covid-19 pandemic is having on family life and children's education, open 

to anyone with school aged children. 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/News/Coronavirus-and-schools-take-our-latest-

parents-survey 

Governments have a duty to work together to prevent asylum seeking children from 

risking their lives. Children's Commissioner's blog. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2020/10/19/governments-duty-to-prevent-

asylum-seeking-children-risking-lives/ 

More than 30 influential education leaders have written a letter to ministers urging 

the government to support footballer Marcus Rashford’s campaign on free school 

meals. 

https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/education-leaders-back-marcus-rashford-s-

free-school-meals-campaign 
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As Covid-19 continues to create and increase pressures on families, Ben Lewing of 

the Early Intervention Foundation outlines the reasons why we've created Healthy 

Relationships Week. 

https://www.eif.org.uk/blog/why-we-need-a-healthy-relationships-week 

Empathy Lab's Miranda McKearney appeared on BBC Radio 4's Women's Hour on 

'how to raise a kind child' Listen again, from 36:03. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000nlkl? 

Equality and Diversity 

YMCA poll of black British children's experience of racism at school: 70% feel under 

pressure over afro hair, 95% hear racist language and half think racism is biggest 

barrier to success. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/29/most-black-british-children-report-

experiencing-racism-at-school 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/oct/28/black-activism-history 

Gender Swapped Fairy Tales review – 'Handsome and the Beast' and the ugly 

brothers. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/28/gender-swapped-fairy-tales-review-

handsome-and-the-beast-and-the-ugly-brothers 

Pupils 'need more access to BAME authors in class', and to study books in schools 

that are 'directly relevant' to their lives, say headteachers. 

https://www.tes.com/news/pupils-need-more-access-bame-authors-class 

Benjamin Zephaniah's new book Windrush Child is part of the Voices historical 

fiction series. He tells us about the book and why it's so important to learn your 

history, and learn it right. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/october/benjamin-

zephaniah-on-new-book-windrush-child-we-have-to-learn-from-the-past/ 

Serena Patel on the importance of children seeing themselves in books. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/october/dreaming-

the-big-dream-serena-patel-on-the-importance-of-children-seeing-themselves-in-

books/ 

More than 200 children’s authors and illustrators, including Shirley Hughes, Philip 

Pullman, Malorie Blackman and Matt Haig, have put their names to a letter decrying 

the government’s vote against providing free school meals for children in England 

during half-term. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/23/free-school-meals-200-children-

authors-condemn-government-rashford 
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Digital Literacy 

“Despite the burden, most school leaders have...prepared online materials, rotaed 

staff to chatrooms, sent home a thousand passwords so parents can help pupils log 

in. There is just one snag. What about children who don’t have laptops? Or 

broadband? Or phone credit? The government promise to provide laptops fell 

miserably short. And, as we get to winter, with joblessness rising it’s touch-and-go 

whether some families will even have electricity and heating. Schools must now, 

somehow, ensure these children learn along with the rest.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/20/how-can-englands-schools-

educate-isolating-children-if-families-cant-afford-wifi 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/oct/24/englands-schools-to-receive-

fewer-laptops-for-distance-learning 

Barclays Community Fund gives £100,000 to support digitally excluded and 

disadvantaged people during Covid-19. 

https://www.goodthingsfoundation.org/news-and-blogs/news/barclays-community-

fund 

Arts and Culture 

A further £75 million of the Government’s £1.57 billion Culture Recovery Fund is 

being awarded across all corners of the country. The investment will go to 35 of the 

country’s leading cultural organisations and venues. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/news/culture-recovery-fund-further-investment-75-

million 

588 cultural organisations across England are to benefit from a share of more than 

£76 million, building on the funding awarded from the Government’s £1.57 billion 

Culture Recovery Fund. This takes the total to £333 million awarded to support arts 

and culture. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/news/culture-recovery-fund-more-organisations-

receive-vital-support 

The Arts Council have worked with Google Arts & Culture to present The Way I See 

It, a new online exhibition created by children and young people during lockdown. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/the-way-i-see-it-the-project-arts-council-

england/FAUBMibXn56u0A?hl=en 

People 

Rick Riordan: 'I feel very protective of my fans. I am aware of my responsibility to 

make them feel safe'. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/26/rick-riordan-i-feel-very-protective-of-

my-fans-the-tower-of-nero-percy-jackson 
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Margaret Busby: how Britain's first black female publisher revolutionised literature – 

and never gave up. 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/oct/22/margaret-busby-the-uks-first-

black-female-publisher-everyone-assumed-i-was-there-to-make-the-tea 

Novelist and children's author Jill Paton Walsh has died at the age of 83. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-54600916 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/26/jill-paton-walsh-obituary 

"Teenage rebels": Cane Warriors author Alex Wheatle on writing about young people 

living through incredible events. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/october/teenage-

rebels-cane-warriors-author-alex-wheatle-on-writing-the-young-people-living-

through-incredible-events/ 

Onjali Raúf's favourite books about kindness and compassion. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/october/onjali-raufs-

favourite-books-about-kindness/ 

Puffin has announced the final book in Jacqueline Wilson’s and Nick Sharratt’s 30-

year-partnership, The Runaway Girls. 

https://www.thebookseller.com/news/end-era-puffin-announces-final-book-wilson-

sharratt-30-year-partnership-1223774 

Interview with picturebook legend Oliver Jeffers. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/14/picturebook-legend-oliver-jeffers-

tattooed-wifes-bite-marks-what-well-build-trump 

Barbara Ker Wilson obituary. Author and children’s publisher who discovered 

Paddington Bear. 

https://www.theguardian.com/global/2020/oct/12/barbara-ker-wilson-obituary 

Writer and author Louise Doughty joins NLT Board of Trustees. 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/we-welcome-award-winning-writer-and-author-

louise-doughty-our-board-trustees/ 

Two-thirds of authors reporting loss of income during Covid-19, according to new 

SoA survey. 

https://www.societyofauthors.org/News/News/2020/October/September-covid-19-

survey-results 
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Title: The Boy Between: A Mother and Son’s Journey from a World Gone Grey 
Date: Tuesday 10 November 2020 
Time: 8-9pm 
Bestselling novelist Amanda Prowse knew how to resolve a fictional family crisis. But 
then her son, Josiah, came to her with a real one. In this free event, presented by 
The Reading Agency and Libraries Connected, Amanda and Josiah are joined by 
writer, presenter and activist, Natasha Devon MBE, a trustee of Student Minds and 
patron of No Panic. They will be discussing their forthcoming book, The Boy 
Between, as well as their deeply personal story and the mental health crisis affecting 
young people today. 
Register for your free ticket on the Eventbrite website. 

Awards and Prizes 

The Boy Who Loved Everyone, By Jane Porter, Illustrated by Maisie Paradise 

Shearring has been announced as the winner of the Little Rebels Award. 

https://littlerebels.org/ 

The winners of the The Diverse Book Awards 2020 have been announced. 

https://www.thediversebookawards.co.uk/ 

Organisers of the Awesome Book Awards have announced the shortlist for the 2021 

prize, which recognises the very best works of fiction for young readers aged 

between 7 and 10. 

https://www.sla.org.uk/article/dawn-woods/awesome-book-awards-2021-shortlist-

announced/2124 

Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Awards 2020 winners announced, including Children's 

Classic winner,, Where's Spot by Eric Hill. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/news-2020/Sainsburys-

Childrens-Book-Awards-2020-Winners-Announced/ 
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Stories of joy and hope: Booktrust Writer in Residence Smriti Halls, launches new 

writing competition. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/october/share-your-

story-to-win-a-school-visit-from-our-writer-in-residence-smriti-halls/ 

Shropshire SLS 

Thank you for booking visits to compile and return your projects. 

It is great to see so many of you utilising our vast range of resources and expressing  

positive comments. 

We are also grateful for the large number of schools providing us with your Spring 

Term requests which we are busy compiling and will deliver to you after the 

Christmas holidays. 

We have 750,000 resources including books, dvds, artefacts (file attached for you to 

circulate), storysacks and group reads. 

We work with regional Primary, Secondary, Special schools and nurseries. We have 

a growing number of schools taking advantage of our discounted packages and new 

services so if you would like to join us please call 01743 255030 or email 

donna.taylor@shropshire.gov.uk 

Thank you for your valued support and hope you have had an enjoyable half term 

break. 

From the SLS Team – Becky, Donna, Gursharan, Rebecca and Robin.  
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