
 

Dear Parent/Carer  
 
After a long term and many challenges, I would like to thank all members of our community for all 
their efforts to keep education at the forefront of our thoughts in school.  COVID-19 has given many 
distractions.  I am immensely proud of our staff and students for how they have responded since 
school reopened in September. They have shown tremendous resilience.  I had hoped to write to 
you to share the positives of the term and wish you a Merry Christmas.  Unfortunately, COVID-19 is 
still dominating the news and I need to share new information regarding the return of students in 
January. 
 
Late last night we were advised by the DfE that students will return in January in a staggered 
manner. 
 
The aim is to allow for access to rapid testing of students in the spring term.  The mechanism and 
timescale for testing has not yet been released and so we will be unable to share further details until 
after we return on the 4th January 2021. 
 
Be aware that information may come to families quickly in January. Please ensure school emails do 
not go to your spam inbox. 
 
We apologise for this uncertainty which is beyond our control. 
 
Though much is not yet clear, we are clear that we will continue to work hard as a staff to educate 
all students to our high standards and to keep students and staff as safe as possible, and 
connected as part of our school community. 
 
Students returning to school on Monday 4th January 2021 
 

• All students in Years 11 and 13.  

• Students who have previously accessed school provision during the initial lockdown  or are 
entitled to free school meals will be contacted directly via email by Miss Downward, which 
you should reply to by 8.00am Monday 28th December to confirm whether a place will be 
required from Monday 4th January. 

• Students who are in Year 7 whose parents/carers are critical workers should email Miss 
Downward directly (Downward.S@sjt.mmat.org.uk) by 8.00am on Monday 28th December 
informing her that a place is required in school from Monday 4th January. 

 
We will then be ready to expect your child on Monday 4th January 2021.  If you have more than one 
child at the school, you will need to ensure that all names and year groups are included in the email 
to Miss Downward. 
 
The government definition of a critical worker can be found here. 
 
External vocational exams scheduled for the week of 4th January 2021 and beyond will go ahead as 
planned. 
 
 

mailto:Downward.S@sjt.mmat.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

 

All students in school will follow their normal timetable and routines. 
 
Year 9 Exams have been postponed until the week beginning 11th January.  
 
 
Students returning to face-to-face school on Monday 11th January 2021 
 

• All other students from Year 7,8,9,10 and 12. 
 
In the week of the 4th January, this group of students should follow their normal timetable through 
Teams. Teachers will be live online to deliver learning and registers will be taken. The expectation 
for all students is to engage with this learning.  
 
Year 7 students have been given a reminder sheet about accessing Teams today in school. 
All students have been taught how to access work via Office 365 on Teams through their IT 
lessons.  

We have carried out a survey in school to determine which students are most in need of IT support 
at home.  We will be contacting these students in the week beginning 4th January to ensure IT 
access is running smoothly. 

Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson’s statement in full can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/staggered-rollout-of-coronavirus-testing-for-secondary-
schools-and-colleges  
 
Our thanks to all our families for your continued support this term. 
 
We look forward to seeing all the students back in school in the New Year.  We realise they have 
been deprived of the normal fun of the festive season.  We hope they have enjoyed our whole 
school assembly as attempt to bring back some cheer. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tim Stonall 
Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/staggered-rollout-of-coronavirus-testing-for-secondary-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/staggered-rollout-of-coronavirus-testing-for-secondary-schools-and-colleges

