
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
       

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caldecott Festival – Design a logo 
Dr Norma Raynes, Chair of the Caldecott Festival Steering Group has invited students to design a logo for the festival 
which takes place in Whitchurch on Saturday, 19th March 2022. The aim of the festival is to raise the profile of the 
inspiring nineteenth century artist and children’s illustrator, Randolph Caldecott and our historic market town. It is 
hoped that the festival will inspire everyone to fulfil their creative potential and to find fun and joy in life. To help 
students create a logo and details of how to submit entries please look here: Design a logo competition 
 
Shropshire Public Health Nursing Service (PHNS) The Health Visiting and School Nursing Service has 
now moved to a single point of access, incorporating health visiting, family nurse partnership and school nursing and 
is now called the Shropshire Public Health Nursing Service (PHNS). Details of how to contact PHNS can be found 
here: Shropshire Public Health Nursing Service If you have a medical concern, then please contact your GP Surgery 
during opening hours or NHS 111 for out of hours medical advice. 
Kooth Kooth is a safe, free, and anonymous online mental health platform who have worked with M&C Saatchi to 
create a campaign specifically designed for young people. Some of the biggest stars on social media have joined the 
campaign and they hope the video will appeal to the young people who are struggling with their mental health. If you 
feel it could be helpful to them, please let your child know about this: Don't Do It Alone Campaign 
Shropshire Council’s Community Reassurance Team This team is available to help all residents 
across the county during the pandemic. If you need financial support, help is available. If you, or someone you know, 
is having difficulty meeting essential outgoings, call Shropshire Council on 0345 678 9078. People can also access 
grants and a range of other Covid related support through web pages here: 
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/information-for-the-public/  or via Shropshire Council’s Covid helpline  
0345 678 9028.  
Wellbeing For more useful links on wellbeing, please see our Covid-19 Wellbeing section on the School Website: 
https://www.sirjohntalbots.co.uk/covid-19/wellbeing/ 
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@SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
 

Friday 12th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we come to the end of another half term, we have also reached the halfway point in the academic year! Year 7 
students joined us in September following a remote transition. They arrived from over 20 different local schools and 
settled well into the community of SJT and their new routine before having to adapt to new ways of learning. We are 
proud of the way that they and all our students have managed themselves in these circumstances and I ask that you 
kindly pass on my congratulations for their achievements so far.  
 
Assembly is an extremely valuable start to the school day and part of our Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) 
programme. This week’s assembly focused on children’s journeys to school from across the world. Year 9 received 
information about an online platform called ‘Unifrog’ which provides careers advice. We also celebrate student 
achievements and rewards during our assembly. Please remind your child to attend their weekly assembly which 
commences at 8:50am. 
 
As part of their enrichment and to strengthen links further with Shrewsbury School, Year 12 students attended the Model 
United Nations Conference (ShrewsMUN) (via Zoom). Senior students along with 200 delegates from 11 different 
schools debated a wide range of topics including the issue of Climate Change and the impact of Covid-19. Following 
feedback from Mrs Jones, Educational Improvement Director of Sixth Forms across the Trust, I would like to say how 
immensely proud I am of the way in which students represented Sir John Talbot’s School and Sixth Form. Students 
applied their interpersonal skills and grew in confidence as they debated significant issues on committees by means of 
technology. I would also like to thank Holly Gilbert, Betsy Holmes and Zara Leary for an excellent written report on the 
experience which can be read here: Sixth Form Enrichment Opportunity 
 
Student work gallery  
Despite lockdown, our students have demonstrated excellent resilience, organisation, and creativity. Live lessons have 
been enormously successful, and we are constantly looking at our practice and making changes to ensure all our 
students make good progress. A few examples of some of the excellent work that has been produced this half term can 
be seen here: 'Student Work Gallery' 
 
Reading at home 
We are determined that our students can continue their reading during this time of learning from home. Students are 
provided with information some of which can be found here: Reading-at-home. If anyone would like further support with 
this, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Barnett, Director of English: Barnett.c@sjt.mmat.org.uk or Mrs Burge, Library 
Manager: Burge.s@sjt.mmat.org.uk. We have options for everyone.  
 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening  
The Year 7 Parents’ Evening which was due to take place on Thursday 25th February will be replaced by written reports. 
Reports written will be sent home week ending 5th March.  
 
Year 9 Options  
Year 9 students have submitted preliminary Option choices and work to set up Option Blocks has begun. The next step 
will be for students to select their final choices by completing Option Form 2 which will be sent to them in a separate 
email. This week we reshared details of ‘Unifrog’ which will support both parents/carers and students in the process.  
 
Stars of the Week for week ending 5th February can be seen here: Stars of the Week. Well done! 
 
We continue to look forward to the Prime Minister publishing his plans for taking the country out of  
lockdown and details of when schools can return to normal. In the meantime, we hope that you and  
your family can take some time to rest and re-energise during the break. Whatever your plans,  
take care, and we look forward to seeing students refreshed, returning to remote/live lessons or in  
Key Worker School on Monday 22nd February. 
 
 

   Mr Tim Stonall 
Head of School 

Deadline for entries to 
House Competition  
We asked students to design 
their own perfect planet inspired 
by David Attenborough’s new 
series - A Perfect Planet: 
House Competiton - My Perfect 
Planet. A quick reminder that 
the deadline for entries is fast 
approaching. Entries should be 
submitted to Miss Hayward, 
Geography, no later than 
Monday 22nd February: 
Hayward.s@sjt.mmat.org.uk 
There will be a prize for one 
person from each year group as 
well as an overall winner! 
 

Year 7 Reading together  
We really enjoyed spending our 
reading time with Year 7 this 
week where students enjoyed 
Blob by David Walliams, read by 
Ms Barnett, Mrs Harper and Mr 
Stonall. Please encourage your 
child to click here and take their 
AR Quiz on Blob. Quiz No: 
231458 (or just type in Blob). If 
students enjoyed this week of 
reading, they could also look at 
this:  
The World of David Walliams 
 

 
 

REMINDERS 
& NOTICES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Click here to view our upcoming events. 
Events at a glance: 
 

• 22nd February 2021 - Spring Term 2 
begins 

• Year 7 Parents’ Evening – written 
reports 

• Sixth Form - Glyndwr University CVs 
 
Click here to view our term dates. 
 

NEWS 
Click here to view our latest news articles. 
 
Why not also follow us on Facebook 
@SirJohnTalbotsSchool for a wealth of 
content, from student, staff and school 
celebrations to competitions. We encourage 
you to get interactive with our posts! 
 

To hear about news from across the Trust, 
why not also follow @MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

Bake Off 
Students in Year 7 were 
challenged by Miss Lloyd to plan 
and create a sweet treat for a mini 
bake off. Some of the amazing 
bakes can be seen below.  
3rd Place Georgia and Will 
Edwards.  
2nd Place Jack Wilson 
Star Baker, Tabitha Lewis.  
 
Well done to all bakers! 
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