
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      | Sir John Talbot’s School, Prees Road, Whitchurch, SY13 2BY 
      | 01948 660600 
      | SJTAdmin@sjt.mmat.org.uk 
      | sirjohntalbots.co.uk 
 

@SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
 

Friday, 5th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been eight school weeks since the country was taken back into lockdown and today brings the beginning of the end 
to the second set of remote learning/live lessons in the last year. Whilst we are keen for students to return to school as 
normal, we need to ensure that we can do so safely, with minimal disruption to teaching and learning and following 
government guidelines. All our staff at SJT are looking forward to returning to face-to-face teaching and are keen to ease 
students back into the school routine next week.  However, collectively we have learned a lot quickly in the second 
lockdown. We are keen to ensure many of the positive skills that students and staff have developed in facilitating learning 
remotely are not lost. The use of Teams has provided us with a strong foundation for learning going forward. Finally, I 
would like to thank all our parents who have supported us since Christmas with home-schooling. There have been many 
challenges, but I hope we have continued to build upon the trust that exits between school and home to demonstrate that 
we are here to support the young people in our community.  
 
Last week we communicated details of the planned phased return and initial Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing in school 
which commences from Monday 8th March. A reminder of this schedule can be found here: Schedule of return to school 
and Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing. 
 
This week during assemblies a PowerPoint presentation was used to guide students through the plans for next week. We 
have shared a version of this with you here: Return-to-school-March-2021.pdf. In the presentation you will find a link to a 
3-minute video that teaches students how to carry out the Lateral Flow Device (LFD) test. We strongly recommend 
parents/carers watch this video with their child (especially if they are likely to be anxious). There will be trained school staff 
on hand to support with the swabbing process. This presentation also contains important instructions for arrival to school 
along with useful information. This should answer any questions you might have.  
 
Remote Learning  
Remote Learning will be in place for students who are not in school on Monday/Tuesday/ Wednesday.  However, ‘live’ 
teaching will not be possible due to all staff being back in school managing students and supporting with the testing 
procedures. Students should continue to access their work via Teams. Staff can still be contacted via the chat, however, 
may not respond immediately.  
 
Parent Survey  
Thank you for taking the time to complete the Parent Survey sent out last week. We received a great,  
number of responses and feedback will form part of our future planning. If you have a Pastoral  
concern, please do not. hesitate to contact Mrs King, Student Pastoral Support by email:  
King.s@sjt.mmat.org.uk    
 
We kindly request that you ask your child(ren) to check their School Email account before returning  
to school on Monday, where they will receive a welcome back message from all the staff at  
Sir John Talbot’s School: Welcome-Back-SJT.pdf  
 
 

   Mr Tim Stonall 
Head of School 

REMINDERS 
& NOTICES 

Free School Meals 
Recent times have meant a change 
of circumstances for many families. 
It may be that your job or financial 
situation has changed. For an 
introduction, eligibility, and 
information on how to apply for Free 
School Meals, please click on the 
link below:  
Telford.gov.uk Free School Meals 
The application process will take 
approximately 5 minutes of your time 
and we encourage applications even 
if you have been unsuccessful 
previously. If you need support with 
this, please contact the school.   

Easter Holiday Fun 
We are excited to be able to offer 
a small number of fun, free Easter 
Activity Workshops for students 
during the Easter break. 
Places are limited and will be 
available on a first come first 
served basis. Details of how and 
when applications can be made 
will be communicated next week. 
The first of the activities to be 
offered to Year 7 and 8 students is 
a Jump Rope Workshop.  
For more information, please click 
on the link here:  
Jump-Rope-Workshop.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Click here to view our upcoming events. 
Events at a glance: 
 

• Sixth Form Forum 
• Year 8 HPV 29th March  
• Year 10 School Leaver Booster 

30th March  
 

 
Click here to view our term dates. 
 

NEWS 
Click here to view our latest news articles. 
 
Why not also follow us on Facebook 
@SirJohnTalbotsSchool for a wealth of 
content, from student, staff and school 
celebrations to competitions. We encourage 
you to get interactive with our posts! 
 

To hear about news from across the Trust, 
why not also follow @MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

FOCUS 
Supporting Parents Helpfinder (Young Minds) 
Times are tough for many people right now. Parents find themselves pulled in many different 
directions and children may be struggling being in the house for so much longer than usual. 
A mixture of concern about Covid, work from home and children at home, along with a 
possible financial impact make for a stressful household. 
Young Minds have created a useful 'Supporting Parents Helpfinder'. By answering six 
questions, parents can find out how to support their child's mental health during the pandemic 
(and beyond). 
Find the help finder here: https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/ 
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