
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Down Relief | Comic 
Relief/Red Nose Day 

To mark the awesome date 12-3-21 
which is read the same forwards as 

backwards, students in KS3 have been 
enrolled to participate in Battle of the 

Bands over the weekend, run by Times 
Tables Rock Stars.This will be the 
biggest times tables event in the 

coutnry ever!  
Rock-down-relief-comic-relief-red-

nose-day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      | Sir John Talbot’s School, Prees Road, Whitchurch, SY13 2BY 
      | 01948 660600 
      | SJTAdmin@sjt.mmat.org.uk 
      | sirjohntalbots.co.uk 
 

@SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
 

Friday, 12th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to all students. This week has felt a little bit like September again. I am sure that there have will have been 
some nerves about returning to school.  All the staff at Sir John Talbot’s School have been keen to welcome students back 
into the classrooms this week. There has been a positive feeling across the whole school site, and it has been business as 
normal. Students returned to another new routine this week with a cycle of being tested in school 3 times. 96% of parents/ 
carers have given consent to testing with risk assessments in place for those students who have not been able to test due 
to medical reasons or lack of consent. I have been extremely impressed about how organised and resilient our students 
continue to be. They arrived at school smartly dressed, in a calm manner and followed instructions given to them in last 
week’s assemblies. Testing in school has run smoother and quicker than anticipated. The has been down to the SJT 
Community who have come together in the planning of this operation, helped by the way in which our students conducted 
themselves on their return. I would like to give special thanks to our associate staff who have done an incredible job of 
turning the gym into a testing centre. At the time of writing, we have had no students or staff test positive in their lateral 
flow test.  All students are now completing their second test.  Testing will continue to take place in school and be complete 
on Thursday 18th March. This will be followed by home testing. Further information will be sent out to parents on Monday 
regarding the planning for students to test at home. We will be providing the self-testing kits to students next week. Staff 
are already testing twice weekly from home reporting results to school and the NHS Test and Trace.  
 
Today, I have held assemblies to KS3 and 4 school as to praise our students for how well they have coped with the 
testing.  However, I have felt it important to remind them that the rest of country is still in lockdown and the pandemic is 
sadly not over.  I have reiterated the importance of following the health and safety guidelines in school and in the 
community. 
 
Our priority up until Easter is to ensure that students reintegrate into their lessons and the school routines. For many 
students, a combination of; the return to school, the completion of their first test and the resumption of their ‘school routine’ 
will have helped to settle worries.  However, I would urge any students who feel anxious or worried to speak to staff in 
school. 

 
Year 11 
Assemblies have taken place to explain the plans for the next eight weeks. Information on this has been communicated 
home this week. Students will now focus on revision in preparation for their ‘Time to Shine’ which takes place after the 
Easter holidays. We are confident that students will work very hard and their efforts will enable them to secure their 
chosen pathway at Post 16. We wish them the very best of success in their endeavours. 

 
British Science Week 5th to 14th March  
British Science Week is a 10-day celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). This week Mr 
Mannion, Deputy Director of Science, shared various activities for students to try out. If you have not already done so, why 

not try these out at home: British-science-week-activities. 

 
International Women’s Day took place on Monday, 8th March. Due to the phased return to school, teachers shared this 
event with students over the week.  
 
House Competition - Perfect Planet 
Congratulations to Freya George 7MS overall winner of our recent House Competition. Freya wrote a detailed proposal for 
her world free of pollution and climate change and has won the accompanying book to the Perfect Planet series. 
Congratulations Freya! 
 
After School Sports Clubs (Key Stage 3) 
Following guidance, we are pleased to be starting a few after school Sports Clubs next week. For those parents/carers 
who have submitted consent, if your child’s club takes place on a non-PE day, your child should bring their PE kit 
to school with them for after school use. Information on other clubs will be communicated home as soon as we are 
able to do so. 
   
Easter Jump Rope Workshop 
Year 7 and 8 Students have been given the opportunity to attend a free, fun Jump Rope Workshop.  
Parents and carers will need to complete and submit the consent forms emailed home. Spaces are  
limited. 
 
To view our latest NEWS, don’t forget to click on the link in the News section  
in the bottom right-hand corner below. 
 

   Mr Tim Stonall 
Head of School 

REMINDERS 

& NOTICES 
Opportunity to sponsor a School House 

Students at SJT have had a very challenging year but have all dealt with it in an 
excellent manner and continued with their learning. Students are rewarded for their 
exceptional hard work through the House system. Following lockdown and the 
addition of a fifth House we would like to relaunch the House system to ensure that 
it is embedded into the culture of our school and to give students even more 
opportunity to shine. We would like to invite business owners to take up the 
opportunity to sponsor our House system by donating small prizes to give to our 
very deserving competition winners. Our community is very important to us as a 
school and we would love the opportunity to work with you. If you feel that this is 
something you may be interested in, please contact Miss Hayward: 
Hayward.s@sjt.mmat.org.uk by Friday 26th March. We look forward to hearing from 
you and hopefully working with you in the future.  
Alderford | Blake Mere | Brown Moss | Oss Mere | Redbrook 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Click here to view our upcoming events. 
Events at a glance: 
 

• Year 8 HPV 29th March  

• Year 10 School Leaver Booster 30th 
March  

• Year 7 & 8 Jump Rope Workshop  

• After School PE Sports Clubs (consent) 
 

 
Click here to view our term dates. 
 

NEWS 

Click here to view our latest news articles. 
 
Why not also follow us on Facebook 
@SirJohnTalbotsSchool for a wealth of 
content, from student, staff and school 
celebrations to competitions. We encourage 
you to get interactive with our posts! 
 

To hear about news from across the Trust, 
why not also follow 
@MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 

         Understanding your child’s feelings – part of the Solihull approach 
      How do I access? www.inourplace.co.uk  What’s the code?  
If you haven’t used it already, here is the access code for all the online courses (funded for 
residents of Shropshire): DARWIN18 If, like many parents, you have already used this code, 
log into your account here and this course will be ready in your dashboard to start whenever 
you like. Can I tell my family and friends? Absolutely! Share the news with other families in 
the area so that they too can take advantage of this fantastic opportunity.  
How long is it? There are 7 modules which each take about 5 minutes to complete and will 

benefit from time to digest in between. If you like this…you might like the 

bigger  ‘Understanding your child’ or ‘Understanding your child with additional 
needs’, or other courses in the series.  www.inourplace.co.uk  

 
 

Cycle helmets - A polite reminder that students cycling to and from school, should 
wear a cycle helmet. Fix your Bike! If you have an old bike at home, why not 
apply for a voucher of up to £50 to get it repaired: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fix-your-bike-voucher-scheme-apply-for-a-voucher 
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