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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Click here to view our upcoming events. 
Events at a glance: 
 

• Year 11 Photographs 24th May 2021 

• Year 6 Transition 29th April Postponed 

• Bank Holiday 3rd May 2021 

• Year 8 Raising Aspirations 4th May 2021 

• Year 8 Parents’ Evening 6th May 2021 

• Half Term 31st May to 4th June 2021 

•  
Click here to view our term dates. 
 

NEWS 
Click here to view our latest news articles. 
 
Why not also follow us on Facebook 
@SirJohnTalbotsSchool for a wealth of 
content, from student, staff, and school 
celebrations to competitions. We encourage 
you to get interactive with our posts! 
 

To hear about news from across the Trust, 
why not also follow 
@MarchesAcademyTrust. 
 
 

@SirJohnTalbotsSchool 
 

Friday, 23rd April 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you managed to enjoy some outdoor family time over Easter in what has been very mixed weather for the time of 
year. As I welcome you back to a busy Summer Term, typically the sun has appeared! 
 
It has been two weeks since the Queen sadly announced the death of HRH Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh. DofE 
was founded by His Royal Highness in 1956 to help students to be the very best they can be by building on team working 
skills, increasing in confidence and resilience to help students improve their chances of moving forward in education and 
life. Led by Mrs Morcumb, DofE Manager, Dr Thorley, Miss Edwards and Miss Hayward in their own time, students are 
privileged to be given the opportunity to transform their lives by undertaking the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme at 
Bronze, Silver and Gold levels. Mrs Morcumb and Mr Sanders, Expedition Leader and students who have achieved Gold 
have been invited to attend Gold DofE Awards ceremonies at St James’s Palace and have been honoured to meet the 
Duke of Edinburgh himself. We have heard about his wit and in true spirit he asked Mr Sanders where he kept his Gold 
Award certificate to which he responded filed away. HRH said, ‘I think they should be displayed on the wall in the loo.’ He 
also asked about Sir John Talbot and whether he was our man in France. Over the last eleven years we have had 411 
enrolments and currently have over 40 Year 9 students completing their Bronze Award. Whilst this year has been 
different, we hope they continue with this legacy and once completing Bronze we hope they proceed to Silver and Gold 
Awards and we look forward to celebrating their successes. #DofEWithADifference - The Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
 
On Tuesday 6th April, the Government confirmed that face coverings should continue to be worn in secondary school and 
college classrooms as a precautionary measure when students return after the Easter break. This cautious approach is 
to help limit the risk of transmission and enable the Governments continued monitoring of the effect of school and college 
returns, as twice weekly testing continues to be embedded in students’ routines. It is expected that face coverings will no 
longer be required to be worn in classrooms, or by students in other communal areas, at Step 3 of the roadmap, which 
will be no earlier than Monday 17th May. All changes will be confirmed by the Government with one week’s notice and all 
other safety measures should remain in place, including regular home testing, group bubbles, increased hygiene, 
ventilation, and social distancing where possible. 
 
Time to Shine  
Well done to our Year 11 and 13 students who have started Time to Shine. They have settled into the rhythm of 
assessments in class this week and are showing a serious attitude towards ensuring they give their very best this 
summer.   
 
Easter Workshops 
In partnership with the Department of Education (DfE) during the Easter break, students in Key Stage 3 were given the 
opportunity to participate in some fun, free Easter Workshops. Year 7 and 8 students participated in a Jump Rope 
Workshop hosted by Miss Edwards, PE and Mrs Turner, Deputy Head. Students showcased their rope turning and 
jumping skills to music. Good co-ordination was needed, and great fun was had by all. Year 9 students also had the 
opportunity to attend a Music Production Workshop hosted by Mr Hughes, Performance Director, where they used music 
production software to make a piece of music. Individual pieces were then saved to an MP3 for sharing with family and 
friends. Students thoroughly enjoyed all sessions. Photographs can be seen below. Year 11 DT students were also 
offered an additional study support session for GCSE Design and Technology with Mr Richards, DT. 
 
TimesTables RockStars  
The Maths department also ran a TimesTables RockStars competition during Easter for Year 7 and 8 students and would 
like to congratulate the following winners: Year 7 Bethany Gleave and Nicole Kozielska and Year 8 Felicity Baines, 
Stephanie Stimpson and Matthew Vaughan. Prizes and certificates will be awarded next week. Well done to all. 
 
Year 6 Transition  
Our Year 6 Transition event planned for 29th April has been postponed. Further information will be  
communicated shortly. 
 
PE Kit  
There will be no change to the current PE kit and base layers should continue to be worn to school on  
days where PE is timetabled. Students will be given the opportunity at the start of the PE lesson to  
remove their base layers for this period only. Items should be placed in bags during the lesson.  
Changing areas will be cleaned/disinfected before and after each use. 
 

 

REMINDERS 

& NOTICES 

      

 

          
 

            
 

           
          
     
      

 

  Mr Tim Stonall 
Head of School 

St George’s Day  
Today is St George’s Day. This is 
celebrated annually on 23rd April 
being the accepted date of his 
death. Although not a national 
holiday like St Patrick’s Day in 

Northern Ireland and St Andrew’s 
Day in Scotland, St George’s Day 

is England’s National Day. St 
George was a cavalryman in the 
Roman Army and is the Patron 

Saint of many organisations 
including the Scouts Movement. 

 

 

 

Staff Spotlight | Mr Richards  
Mr Richards, DT, has  
been successfully.  
appointed as Deputy  
Director of ICAT.  
We wish Mr Richards 
every success in his new  
role which runs alongside his current 
role.  

 

Easter Jump Rope and Music Workshops 
 

Student Spotlight | Year 7 student raises funds for The Little Princess Trust 

A huge congratulations to Year 7 student Charley Barlow who recently cut off her hair in aid of The Little Princess Trust. 
Charley bravely had 12 inches cut, and between her and her sister Maddie (who is 6), the siblings have raised a very 
impressive £225 for the charity. The Little Princess Trust provides free real hair wigs to children and young people who 
have lost their own hair through cancer treatment and other conditions. 
What an incredible achievement for a wonderful cause, a massive well done to you both! 

Take a look at the before and after photos below: Charley Barlow raises funds for The Little Princess Trust 

 

Asthma – If you child suffers with asthma, please kindly remind them to carry 

their inhaler with them at all times during the school day. 
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