
 

 

21st July 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I would like to make you aware of some changes we are making at the start of the next academic year.  
 
Year 7 End of year examinations 
End of year examinations for Year 7 will now take place during w/c 13th September. Last week, all Year 7 
children had an assembly explaining these exams and have recently had some revision technique workshops 
to teach them how to effectively prepare for assessments.  
 
In order to support your child at home, I have enclosed a single sheet describing the different revision 
techniques that have been taught and used in school. I have also included a list of topics, provided by the 
different subjects, showing you what each of the examinations will cover.  
 
Assessments are a really important part of the secondary education process and provide vital information to 
the subject teachers so that they know how to best support each child. The examination process is also 
important to get children used to the exam environment in a low-stakes way.  
 

Setting into year 8 
Throughout Year 7, your child has been in a mixed attainment class for all of their lessons. We are delighted 
with the success of this and have been able to see all children making excellent progress in every class. As we 
move into Year 8, we have used CAT test data along with other assessment data to put the children into 
different teaching groups. The year group will be split into two halves, each half with the same level of 
attainment – within each half there will be 3 classes. Children will be set by English, Maths and Science and 
then will remain in the other subjects in the same groups. The current tutor group arrangements will remain, 
providing some consistency with friendship groups. Timetables for the next academic year will be given out to 
students on their first day in September.  
 

Progress checks 
Finally, your child’s progress check will be sent home towards the end of this week and will include their 
minimum grade and their professional predicted grade for each subject.  
 
As a school, we are so impressed with how Year 7 have settled into Sir John Talbot’s, and we are really 
looking forward to continuing this journey into Year 8.  
 

Yours sincerely  

 

Penny Brown, Associate Deputy Head 
Raising Standards Leader  
Brown.p@sjt.mmat.org.uk  
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